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K™ Spotlicht On.

John Steinbeck (1902-1968)

John Steinbeck, one of America’s most famous and talented writers, was
born in Salinas, California on February 27, 1902.

rowing up, he spent his summers movie. Th,
working on nearby ranches and

cultivated a love of reading which
was encouraged by his mother.

John graduated from Salinas High School
in 1919 and attended Stanford University
for a time. He moved to New York to pursue
his dream of writing, but returned a short
time later, unable to get any of his work
published. Steinbeck’s first novel, Cup of

Gold was published in 1929, when he w
years old. The Red Pony was Steinbeck s th
novel to be published (1933), and rec d

events from his childhood. Two yea homas and John) by his second

the novel Tortilla Flat was publish@d, me wyn Conger. During World War Two
Steinbeck’s first crifical success. @ einbeck served as a war correspondent and
him the prestigious Californiq, eq, ally fook part in a number of commando
Club’s Gold Medal. His nex vels wer raids against German-held islands in the
perhaps his most famous, editerranean. After the war he continued

in California during the ion: to write, including the film script Viva Zapata!

Dubious Battle, Of Mi
Grapes of Wrath. The st
Of Mice and Men was A 3
Broderick Crawford. In 1939
was also made into a popular Hollywood

starring Marlon Brando.

In 1962 Steinbeck won the Nobel Prize for
Literature and in 1964 the United States
Medal of Freedom. He died on December 20,
1968 in New York.

'4 )
 Steinbeck’s book The Grapes of Wrath was banned in
Did You Know? America for a time. Can you research and find out why?
* During World War I, Steinbeck was a war correspondent
for the New York Herald Tribune.

* When Steinbeck was young, he shared a pony named
Jill (the Red Pony) with his younger sister Mary.

J
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NAME: MTer You Read @

Chapter Two, Part Tw.

.................... o'eo © © 6 o 0 O
1. Cici® @ if the statement is TRUE or @) if it

[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
[
([ ]
° T F a) Carl Tiflin compared Gitan horse, Easter. °
[ ]
. T F b BilyBuck agreed that C o ®
[
° T F c) Carl knew every pla her ould °
* fester. °
[ ]
° T F d) Jody was terrifi iSyrart g to shoot °
Easter. o
° [ ]
° T F €) Billy Buck ple nt with Carl about R
° Gitano’ ‘
[ ]
[ ]
([ ]
QOOOOOQOOQQOOQOOOOOOOOQ
2.  Number the ev ' e order they occurred in the
chapters.
S wn to water with the other horses.
o with a lovely rapier.
Jody shows Gitano the horse, Easter.
Jess Taylor informs the family that he saw an old man riding
Easter through the brush.
e) Afsupper, Gitano informs the family that he has relations in
Monfterey.
f) Gitano does not appear for breakfast.
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N Before You Read ~— NAME

Chapter Two, Part Two

Begins with the paragraph, "It was almost evening now.”
Concludes at the end of the chapter.

Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1. Do you think it is absolutely necessary for a person to be . blood to

be considered a member of a family? Explain your ans

2. What are some possible benefits about being

omplete each definition.

relented rebuked

caressed intricate
fragile diffident

irresistible  response ]

1. The cowboy casually into the barn.

2, What u expect to get from the President?

3. The rain never throughout the night.

4. His mood was , despite the stress he must have
been under.

5. My mother the coach for his abusive language.

6. Theca € rapier was very

7. Hisrespo as quite for a five year old.

8. The ancient bracelet was corroded with rust and quite

9. The old man the worn Bible.

10. The bowl of ripe cherries was simply to Meagan and her
sister.
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MTer You Read @ NAME:

Chapter Two, Part Two

Part B Answer the questions in complete sentenc

1. After seeing Gitano’s rapier, Jody decides that he must T e about i, for
it might destroy some fragile structure of fruth. \What is meant by this
phrase?

2. From what you know of Gitano in this chapter, lis
old man. These can be physical characteristi
personality.

describing the
s character/

3. From what we learn in this chapte
Carl and Billy Buck? Which do you

6. Explai ink Jod lled with a nameless sorrow at the end of the chapter?

Imagine that just before Gitano left for the mountains he wrote a
letter to his brother-in-law in Monterey. Create such a letter, writing
it as you would imagine Gitano would have. It should be at least a
half-page in length and describe his feelings at this stage of his life,
and perhaps mention what he planned to do in the coming days.
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Chapter 4

A Lesson from our Elders

The visit of Jody’s grandfather caused a great deal of stress for Jody’s parents,

yet it seems that Jody came to realize how interesting his gr ather was. Many
older people, like Jody’s grandfather have had many mar periences

during their lives.

Think of an older person you have either read abo
television program. Consider one of the more ex
person went through, then come up with four questi
or her in an intervi

might like to ask him

These gquestions might deal with the detajls,of vent, how he / she was
feeling at the time, or what happened 4 ly after the event. Now
imagine what answers the person would give ur questions, and write them
under your questions.

e

Vﬁtin(j Tagk + 6

ters1to 4

By this point in the ng; h met all the major characters of The Red Pony. Imagine
now that you are a tor of a major motion picture studio who is about to make
her feature length film of this novel.

rYour task is to the following characters using only people (students, teachers, eic.ﬂ
from your school. ach character, write down who you have chosen to play the role and
briefly explain why you selected that individual.
e Jody Tiflin * Billy Buck
e Carl Tiflin o Mrs. Tiflin
e Gitano o Jess Taylor
\ e Jody's Grandfather
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Comprehension Quiz

Answer each question in a complete sentence.

1. How old was Jody when the story begins?

What dreadful thing took place on a regular basis

Where did Carl Tiflin get the red pony?

Describe the fate of the red pon

Who do you think felt mo

your answer, g‘

For what reason di ano arrive at the Tiflin ranch?

nsible for the red pony’s death. Defend

Describe the reaction of Jody’s dad to Gitano’s arrival

o

SUBTOTAL: /14
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Word Search

Find the following key words from the story. The words are written horizontally,
vertically, diagonally and some are even backwards.

cypress i rancor

deliberate perverse ent

concentration delicate pivot repose
confront dignified pneumoni saunter
contempt forelock protrude solemn

The Red Pony CC2702

Describing Wheel
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MTer You Read @

Chapter One, Part One

Answer each question with a complete sentence or short paragraph.

1. Write a brief sentence to describe each of the following characters. You may wish to
describe their appearance or personality.

a) Jody

) Jody’s dad

c) Good worker, kind

c) Jody’s mum

d) Billy Buck

Investigate: the town of Salinas is mentfioned in this Chapter. Salinas is only about an
hour’s drive from what major city in California? (Three possible answers are acceptable.

4. This section ends on a note of suspense. This is a literacy device called a cliffhanger.
Predict what you think awaits Jody in the morning?

Of the entire farm animals mentioned in this part of
Chapter One, which would you most like to have for a
pei? Explain why.
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Answers will vary.

Answers will vary

a) 10 years old, quiet,

sensitive.

b) Stern, doesn’t
like to show his

» emotions, impatient,

disciplinarian.

and thoughtful. Answers will vary

. d) Sensitive to Jody.

kind, good farm
hand.

terey, San

isco, San Jose. Vocabulary

1. angry

“ . conftrol

They were going to :
+ sell old cows to the - 3. brush

tch
e

i
esp
7. inborn
8. astonishing
9. fairness
10. tree

11. breakdown

: They probably
a) FALSE : weren’t going riding.

b) FALSE

FALSE
©) FALS Feeding him and

cleaning his stall.
d) TRUE

e) FALSE

f) TRUE He was embarrassed.

. It was a show
: saddle and not for a
. working horse.

Answers will vary.

ba g
w hi ion
ap oug
S e kne

To talk fo the horse

and explain what

he was doing at all
fimes.




The Red Pony

RSL.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RSL.7.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.

RSL.7.3 Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact.

RSL.7.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes
and other repetitions of sounds on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama.

RSL.7.6 Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text.

RSL.7.10 By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poemes, in the grades 6(I8 text complexity band proficiently, with
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

RSL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RSL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting,
and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

RSL.8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

RSL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific
word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

RSL.8.6 Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader create such effects as suspense or humor.

RSL.8.10 By the end of the year read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 68 text complexity band
independently and proficiently.

WS.7.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. A) Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and
organize the reasons and evidence logically. B) Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and
demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. C) Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s),
reasons, and evidence. D) Establish and maintain a formal style. E) Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument
presented.

WS.7.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of
relevant content. A) Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition,
classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting, graphics, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. B) Develop the topic
with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. C) Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify
the relationships among ideas and concepts. D) Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. E) Establish and
maintain a formal style. F) Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.

WS.7.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event
sequences. A) Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event
sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. B) Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or
characters. C) Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another. D) Use
precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences and events. E) Provide a conclusion
that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events.

WS.7.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

WS.7.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions for further
research and investigation.

WS.7.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source;
and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

WS.7.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. A) Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literature. B)
Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literary nonfiction.

WS.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. A) Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from
alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. B) Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate,
credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. C) Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships
among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. D) Establish and maintain a formal style. E) Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from
and supports the argument presented.

WS.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of
relevant content. A) Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories; include
formatting, graphics, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. B) Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details,
guotations, or other information and examples. C) Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and
concepts. D) Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. E) Establish and maintain a formal style. F) Provide a
concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.

WS.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event
sequences. A) Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event
sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. B) Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to develop experiences, events,
and/or characters. C) Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another, and
show the relationships among experiences and events. D) Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the
action and convey experiences and events. E) Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events.

WS.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

WS.8.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for
multiple avenues of exploration.

WS.8.8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source;
and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

WS.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. A) Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature. B)
Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction.
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