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Whatis a theme?- the mordl lesson, or message that the writer
wanfs the reader to understand from the story. Some stories have
themes and some do not.

Threeof the themeshave been provided for youbelow. Provide the page numbers ‘
where you find supportive evidence. . .
ML ! G ~ Fi? lati dFriendshi Directions: As yourcad Bocause of Wil .‘.’o
oneliness, Lsolation, an riends Ip Chapiers |- 3 i About the Author Kate DiCamillo was bornin Philadelphia, Pennsylvaniain
1. produce — 1964. She moved with her family to Zlermont, Florida when she was five ..'
Final Open response question years old for health reasons.
After the party, Opal goes to Gloria’s mistake tree and tells her mother she won't miss her as much because her 2. the pound-—
heart feels full. How has Opal’s life changed to make her feel this way? Include specific details from the story in She moved to Minneapolis, Minnesota when she was thirty
your response. 3. stray— vears old and began workingin a book warehouse. She

wrote the book "Because of Winn Dixie," because she was

4, homesick for Florida.

5. missionary— Kate DiCamillo writes both childrer.and adu't bocks. As she herselt puts it, .".’

% '
6. orphans - About the Novek Ten-year-old India Opal Buloni (k Opal)and h her father h
T en-year-old India Ogal Buloni (known as Opal) and her preacher father have
%’ just moved to anew town in Florida. This is where Opal connects with a mangy looking stray dog
Chaplers 46 that she decides to name Winn-Dixie. It is through her eyes and heart that we are introduc2d to
o 3 conmunity of interesting characters that would otherwise be shunned or mocked.
] 7. Naticfe—

Througt.out the story, Opal discovers things about herself and leas facts about the mother who
abandon=d her before she even got to know her. And she attributes all the turn of events to
befriending a scruffy dog. Yes, it's all because of Winn-Uixie.
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1. How does Opal rescue Winn Dixie in the first chapter?
ut Winn-Dixie?
2. What characteristics does Opal like about Winn-Dixie>
3. How oz Onal feel about ber father? Why?
Opal about loving hing? i
4. Why does Opal’s father agree to lat her keep Winn Diin
¢ I ’O) rv?
5 What does Opal do to Winn-Dixie to tiy to improve hisI % I O *
6. Why d think Opal’ ther lefth d the piras
—
7. Why does the preacher allow Winn-Dixie to go to church? ‘%&%
e Opal stthe end of the book? ~

8. What does Opal pray for in church atthe end of Chapter 5?7
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Study Guide Answers

Chapters1-5
1. How does Opal rescue Winn-Dixiein the first chapter?

Opal rescues Winn-Dixie from going to the local pound. The large and messy dog had found its way inta the grocery store
Opal was shappingin, causing quite aruckus. Tosave the dog from beingsentaway by the owner and employees, Opal claims
the dog as her own. She considers this decision to be incredibly == -

2. What characteristics does Opal like about Winn-Dixie?

Opal enjoysthe factthat Winn-Dixie likes to smilealotand wagt
sense of humor.” pg. 12

3. How does Opal feel about her father? Why?

Opal understandsthat herfathertruly is a good man, yet she fee
because he spends most of histime preaching, or devoting his tit
preacher” in her mind. She also thinks of her fatherasa turtle wk
sheltered from the world. pgs. 11-12 and 16

4. Why does Opal's father agree toletherkeep Winn-Dixie?
Opal'sfatheragreestolether keep Winn-Dixie becauseof the d¢
this provokes happiness within the preacher and causes himto
clearly see the dog’s fragile health state, and titles him asa “Less
throw the dog back intothe streets, for fear of the dog’s death.
5. What does Opal do to Winn-Dixietotry to improve hisappear
Opalwashes and brushes Winn-Dixie to elean his coat of fur and
wash. Opal even used her own hair brush to brush out the matte
6. Why do you think Opal'smother left her and the preacher?
Opal’smother might have left Opal and the preacher on account
the wife ofa preacher. pg. 28 (answers mayvary)

7. Why doesthe preacher allow Winn-Dixie to goto church?

The preacher allows Winn-Dixie to go to church because Winn-D
Because ofthis constant noise created when the preacherand O
them to church. pgs. 31-32

8. What does Opal pray forin church at the end of Chapter5?

At the end of church, Opal prayed forher mamato come home, ¢
how she was lonely in Naomi, and how she wished for friends an
hiswell-being in the outside world. pgs. 38-29

Chapter 6= 10

1. Why does Miss Franny Block finally allow Winn ntothel
Opalwas set on convincing Miss Franny to allow Winn-Dixieinto
dog with good manners, yet before Miss Franny could utter a yes
pgs.43-44

2. How did Miss Franny obtain the Hermian W. Block Memoria! Li
Miss Franny obtained the Hermar W. Block M aiLibrary thr
Miss Franny asked her fatherfora libraryfor her birthday. ratv
Library. pgs. 45-46

3. What does Opal nromise to do so that she can earn Winn-Disxit
Opal presmiises towork at tha local pet store; Gertrude's Pets, in(
sonuch. pgs. 52-57

4. Why is Gpal so happy at the end of Chapter3?

Atthe end of Chapter8, Opel feels happy. She expressesthisem
friend, Miss Franny, a job, a cog, and she s invited toa party, ant
5.Who invites Opal to herfirst party in Naol
Sweetie Pie Thomas invites Opal to her birthday party, celebratir
Naomi.

6. Why doesn’t Opal like Stevicand Dunlap Dewberry?

Opal doesn'tlike Stevieand Dunlap Dewberry beceuse they follc
ovher wharzverthev arsaround her. nos. 60-61

oStudy Guide Answers

6. Why did Otis go to jail? Otis had gone te jai
to stop, but he didn’t. Also, whenthe police t
7. Wiy does Gloria Dump make Opal invite St
Gloria Dumg has Opal promise to invite the D
wantis tobe Opal’s friend. Miss Franny asks(

mightcheerharup. (No definite pages, answers
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Characters Answer Key
Who?

Plot Di¢

T krow This ¢!

They have a party at Gloria
Dump’s house and Winn-
Dixie gets lost. They spend

routine with Winn-Dixie

Opal develops a summer

hours laoking for him.

Because of'
Title.

Opd

meets other new friends.

The main character who is 10 years old. Her mother |eft har ata young ageand is
verycurious about her mother. Her and her father have recently moved to a small
town where she knows no one. She there finds her best friend, Winn-Dixie ard

Authu)(ate DiCi
The Preacher

friendship

* Opal meets Gloria Dump
and they develop a great

Opal gets a jobat

invited to a party

Gertrude’s Pets and gets

* Onpai makes friends with
Miss Franny

Opal's father who she once described him as an old turtie, always sticking his head
inte his turtle shell and never wanting to coma out irito the real world, most likely
because of how sad he is about her mother, whem he is still in love with.

Winn-Dixie
£ alling Action J
\ friends with everyone he encounters.

An old scraggly dog that Opal finds in the "Dixie Mart" who
grows on Opal and has a very big heart. He also becomes

GloriaDump

Winn-Dixie is fo wrong. Mcst of the kid:

the party is hap

A blind recovering alcoholic with a mistake tree in her backyard that has beer bottles
hanging from it, which she describes as tlie ghosts of all the things she has done
inthe neigliborhood are scared of Gloria and thinks sheisa
witch, but once you get to kriow her, as Opal did, she is a very sweet woman.

is resumed \ -
Miss Franny

Block

she tells her many funny stories.

an older woman who runs the Herman W. Block
lemorial Library who Opal becomes friends with and

Otis

Shy ex-convict with a passion for music.

Conflict -
Opal and her . N
Opal Finds Winn-Dixie( fatherare Onal's life fee SweeliePie A girl who is eager to get a dog like Winn-Dixie.
S| '—— | Thomas
Cxposition ==
Lon Dunlap and Dunlap and Stevie Dewberry- the two brothers that

B, Opalis happy a . . .

etting:!n the small town of Naomi,
-MT"IJFD” = AN or o lonely anymore Stevie Opal gets to become friends with.

\A because of Win | Dewberr

s Orai vs. her own happiness Y

‘“%pal attains a dog 3 Mamo (not presentin the story)-Opal's mother left hei when she was a very
that benents her e aid Protagonist vs Antaganist young child and she does not know much about her. But, Opal learns
she benefits his  life. ten things about her mom by herdad telling her.
Characters:

The preacher, Opal, Theme
. Winn-Dixie, Loneliness, Isolation, and friendship — Before C b\ VR b )

Gloria Dump, Miss Fanny, meets Winn-Dixie, she is isolated. Because of \ bl Hight: by G night) NOW

Amanda, Dewberry, boys Dixie, Opal ventures out and makes new friendsmi|

y Daniele night (Hudy K night) 204

8. How does Opal persuade Otis to come to the party? Opal persuades
willdoa week of work in the petshop, and the thought of playing for peo

Chapter 21-26

1. Why is Opal so glad to see Amandaat the party?
Opal is so glad to see Amanda at the party because she ishopeful thatma

smile alittle bit. Pg. 147 (answers may vary)

2. Why do you think Otisisreluctantto go to the party?

Otisisreluctant to go to the party, maybe because he is a very nervous mi
other people, he is used to the comfort of the pet shop. pgs. 148-149 (ans
3. What does Opal’s father mean when he says “We appreciate the compl

other?”

When Opal's father says this, he istalking to his God, he is thanking Himir
converse with one another, and create friendships, sometinies complicatt

4, Why does Opal forgetabout Winn-Dixie?

Opal forgets about Winn-Dixiebecausein the bedlam of trying to getever
partygoers, not just Opal forgotabout the dog. pgs. 154-157

5. What does Gloria say to Opal about loving something?

Gloriatells Opal “There ain’tiio way voucan hield on to something thatw.

Glori

you got while yougot

is basically tellingopal that no matterwhi

lethim, because there is no use loving something thatisa'tthere. pg. 158

6. Why deas Opal's fathercry?

Opai’sfather staitstocry because opal had mentioned the factthatherm
probably didn’teven look for her. This hurt the preacher’s tealings, yetaft

look for Winn-Dixie. pgs. 165-166
7. Hew do Opal’s friends find Winn-Dige?
Opal’s friends find Winrn-Di

right in Gloria Dump's house, underneath tl

sneezingandthat’s how they found him, from his smiling, sneezing fivs. pg
8. How does Dunlap surpiise Opal atthe end ot'the book?
Duniap surprises Opaiatthe end of the book by offering hishand to hertc

a Dewberry boy could be so caring. pgs. 179-180

Thematic Response - Loneliness

After the party, Opal goes to Gloria’s mistake tree and tells her moth
feels full. How has Opal's life changed to make her feel this way? In

response.

Throughout the book, Opal’s life changes dramatically.

she didn't have any friends to talk to. Then, one fantastic day, Winn-
day. Because of Winn-Dixie, Opal meets Miss Franny and is pleasure
Winn-Dixie needs a collar and leash she is brought into the life of Ot
help of Winn-Dixie she would have never met Gloria Dump, who is cus,
brought the preacher and Opal closer together, from her father telling

e)wept jon - noun a deliberate act o
nary - adj. relating to or conr
for ign country

orphan - adj. deprived of parents b
'something who lacks support or ca

‘constellation - noun a configuratior
memorize - verb commit to memor
aleohelism - noun habitual intoxica
in health and an addiction to alcohi
intense persisterit desire to drink al
applaud - varb express appisval of;
pevi - noun long bench with backs;

peculiar - adj. characteristic ¢f one
advanced - ad). (of societies) highly
prideful - ad). joyful and proud esp.
installment - noun a part of a publi
plan - noun scale drawing of a struc
allewance - noun the act of allowin
Oust bunnies -a ball of dust and flu
identical - being the exact same on
holler - roun a very loud utterance
‘cut; complain; utter a sudden loud
jungle - noun a location marked by
forest; a place where hoboes camp

pathelogical - adj. cau=zd by or evi
spell - noun a verbai formulz believ
criminal - odf. guilty of crime or ser
roundabout - na). deviating from a
traffic streams circularly around a ¢
sharme - noun a painful emotion res
unfortunate development; verb sur
shame; bring shame or dishonor ur
imitated —verb take or follow as a

fit - adj. physically and mentally sot
temper; verb insert or adjust sever:
Givil War- a war between groups of
the United States as simply the Givi
Southern slave states individually d
States of America, known as the "C
they claimed thirteen states and ac
country. The states that did not dec
slavery - noun the practice of ownit
being under the control of another

L

while walking around in the rain searching for their beloved friend. Allin all, because of Winn-Dixie, -,
suddenly becomes “full.” She gained friends, love from her father, and her loneliness is no longer existent.
will vary)

Benicrbey Lanietle ¥night, (Zucty O Y night) 104

enlist - verb join the ngage;omeb'o’d\. io enter the army; hire for work o assistance
notion - noun (usually plural) small personal articles or clothing or seving items; a general inclusive concept; an
odd or fanciful or capricious idea; a vague idea in which some confidence is placed
Yankezs- noun 1.native or inhabitant of the United States. 2.a native or inhabitant of New England.
3.anative or inhabitart of a northern U.S. state, especially of one of the
northeastern staics that sided with the Unian inthe American Civil War
A.federal or northern soldier in the American Civil War.
vermin - noun any of various small anirnals or insects that are pests;
obnoxious person
typhuoid - noun serious infection marked by intestinal i
ingestad with food or water
fever - noun ¢ rise in the temperature of the body; requently a symptom of infection
lozenge - nour: a small aromatic or medicatea candy; a dose of medicine in the form of 3 small pellet (cough drop)
manufactured - adj. produced in a large-scale industrial operation
melancholy - ad). characterized by or causing or expresing sadress; grave: or even gloomy In character;

- verb acknowledge faults or sh or failing; defend, explain, clear away, or make excuses
idle - ad]. not in ective use; not in action or at work; not having a job; lacking a sense of restraint or
responsibility; silly or trivial; not yielding a retirn; without a bas:s in reason or fact; noun the state of an engine or
other mechanism that is idling; verb run disconnerted or idle; be idle; exist in a changeless situation
conversation - noun the use of speech for infaimal exchange of views or ideas or information etc.

. cockrcaches or rats; an irritating or

and : causad by Salmonella ryphus

barbeciie - noun a rack to hold meat for cooking over hot charcoal usually out of doors; a cookout in which food is
cooked over an open
theme - noun a unifying idea that is a recurrent element in a literary or artistic work

verb make ) agree, unds d, or realize the truth or validity of something
frilly - adj. having decorative ruffles
Dump Punch - noun an iced mixed drink prepared for multiple servings; normally served in a punch bowl {orange
juice, grapefruit juice, and seltzer or club soda)
wobble - noun an unsteady rocking motion; verb move unsteadily
sway - noun i pitching to one side; verb move back and forth or sideways
shimmer - noun a weak and tremulous light; verb give off a shimmering reflection
amused - ad). pleasantly occupied; to stir up interest
complicated - adj. difficult to analyze or understand
eroak - noun a harsh hoarse utterance (as of a frog); verb utter a hoarse sound, like a raven; pass from physical life
and lose all bodily attributes and functions necessaryto sustain life; make complaining remarks or noises under
one's breath

teeter - noun a plaything consisting of a board balanced on a fulcrum; the board is ridden up and down by children
at either end; verb move unsteadily, with a rocking motion

downpour - noun a heavy rain

wheeze - noun breathing with a husky or whistling sound; verb breathe with difficulty

myth - noun a traditional story accepted as history; serves to explain the world view of a people

hymn - noun a song of praise (to God or to a saint or to a nation

strum - noun sound of the strings of a string instrument

Rendar by fanislle {night (Hudy 00 ¥night) 104

3. How does Opal treat Stevie and Dunlap Dewberry at the end of Chapter 172

As Opal passes Stevie and Dunlap’s houseat the end of Chapter 17, she decides towave to them instead of sticking her tongue
outat them. She had remembered what Gloria Dump said about not judging people too quickly, orto harshly. pgs. 116-117

4. Why does Opal'sfather make her apologizeto Stevie Dewberry?

Opal’s father wants Opal to apologize to Stevie Dewberry because he had heard that Opal called him a “bald-headed baby.” pes.

123-124

drowned atthe young of five. pgs. 124-125

—

5. What does Opal find out about Amanda’s brother Carson? Opal finds out that just last year, Amanda’s brother Carson had

arden. pg. 69

mp, and Sweetie PieThomas. Inall

arttheir friendship. (No definite

. When Winn-Dixie is “laughing and

derstorms, Winn-Dixiewill run
says this s a fear that you cannot

preacher’s love for Winn-Dixie and

o, he feels sorry for the animals that
he animals. pgs. 79-82

op to work and watch Otis play
id let her tell them a story. Last, the
Ul of peanut butter from the old

1dshe was saying that Opal should
Otis “retarded and acriminal” this

dthing she has donein her past.

eople are doingin the present, not

b offercomfortand warmth to him

anged man. He had suffered the
astating thing. pgs. 104-109

andythat causes sorrow. Miss Franny
iarewith herfriends. pgs. 113-116
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