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The McCarthy Senate Hearings as they influenced the writing of The Crucible
Senator Joseph R. McCarthy, a US Senator from Wisconsin from 1946 until his death in 1957, burstin the public
scene in February 1950 with his claim that Communists had infiltrated the Department of State. Even though his
accusations were never proved, during the next three years, McCarthy and his House of Representatives Un-
American Activities Committee (HUAC) charged many government officials, members of the media (including
actors, writers, newspapermen, etc.), and other prominent figures with engaging in subversive activities and having
Communist sympathies. (Miller himself was brought before the committee and convicted of contempt of Congress
for refusing to name namesin 1957.) The “witch hunt” climaxed in April 1954, when McCarthy accused the
Secretary of the Navy of sheltering Communist spies. The secretary mounted avigorous and effective defense,
which exposed McCarthy'sruthless tactics and questionable motives. As aresult, McCarthy was censured by the
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. dLco al OccuU

e conflict
ple of an internal conflict is when Proctor feels ________ about his affair with Abby.
e has with himself — . which iswhy it is considered an internal conflict.

ct: a conflict that occurs
__ characters in a story
stant feud between Proctor and Reverend o isanexample of in extinal
is a conflict between two characters in the story

of a character, for example, a conflict Letween

R V. when the author extends a through an 2ntire stov so that objects, charaters,
and actions in the story represent meanings that lie e _\he story
Example: "The Crucible" is an example of an allegor, “ecause it is an exteided wetaphor for the

______ period in America in the __ \'= The characters, events, and thenies in the
story represent the people, events, arz dess from the erind

Background
The Crucible is a 1952 play by the American playwright Arthur Mille. It s a dramatization of the Salem witch trials that
took place in the Massachusetts Bay Colony during 1692 and 1693, Miller wrote the play as an allegory to McCarthyism,
whenthe US government blacklisted accused communists. Miller himself was questioned by Senator Joseph McCarthy’s
USHouse of Representatives’ Committee on Un-American Activities in 1956 and was convicted of "contempt of
Congress" for refusing to identify others present at meetings he had attended. The play was first performed on
Broadway on January 22, 1953. Miller felt that this production was too stylized and cold and the reviews for it were
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4) Theme: the central mzssage of the sory; answers b.2 quesuans, "What coes tie story "

lergely hostle Nonetheless the producion won the 1953 "Best Pley’ Tony Award, Today It s studied In high schools and "What s s the author trying to corvey?": the theme tust lie discovered by_’h_e_l-!;l;l_it
and universites because of its status as a revolutionary work of theatre and for its allegorical relationship to testimony : — Eared in th - Th Sed o % | ) i it th
given before the Committee on Un-American Activities during the 1950s. It is a central work in the canon of American is not . Stated in the text; The way you'nd the themes oi the ttory is by svarting it the

drama. F o Oncy you have the "big ideas," you muct figure out what message the author iswing t)
cuavey ahout the
Exomples,
A)\n example o' @ big #Za in "The Crucible” is
concerning the nosion of power?
B) An example of a big idea in “The Crucible” is
“oncening the notion of berayal?
CVAn example of a biyidea 'n "The Crucible” is
coacerning the notion uf honesty?

CONSLICT » ALLEGORY « THEMES

The McCarthy influenced the writing of The Crucible
Senator Joseph R, McCarthy, a US Senator from Wisconsin from 1946 until his death in 1957, burst in the public
scene in February 1950 with his claim that Communists had infiltrated the Department of State, Even though his
accusationswere never proved, during the next three years, McCarthy and his House of Representatives Un-
American Activities Committee (HUAC) char ged many government officals, members of the med
actors, writers, newspapermen, etc.), and other prominent figures with engaging in subversive a
Communist sym pathies. (Miller himself was brought before the committee and convicted of contem pt of Congress
for refusing to name names in 1957.) The “witch hunt” climaxed in April 1954, when McCarthy accused the
Secretary of the Navy of sheltering Communist spies. The secratary mounted a vigorous and effactive defense
which exposed McCarthy's ruthless tactics and questionable motives. As a result, McCarthy was censur~ oy the
Senate and his influence declined.
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LiteraryTerm| Definition How it Relates to"The Crucible”
(examples from your text)

. What is a theme in the piay

_ . What 's a theme in the play

. What is a theme in the play

Act One setting  [Time, place, and where the story takes place.

1.Where and whe, isthe play s 47 /

i i

2.Describe Ry verend \'arris.

sthe sequence of actions and events ina literary
wrork

plot

3.Why did the: ctions: ind deeds of \ is daug ter and niece a.<tress him>

4. Describe the Putnar /s Why does M 5, Putna m turn to witcherar 2.

Ac rour

,‘gghwk‘;mMIIIv‘Mrlb-Pmmar? exposition [liscourse or an example of it designed to convey
6.What #_esthe scene between Proctor an { Abigar reveal? 1.How have the townspeople been affected by the un:;;:'\;:lnodn or explain what is difficult to
\

7.W at s Proctor’s attitude towards witchcra t? 2. What is Parris' real reason for pleading for postp:

8.Why {oes Proct id going to church? =
-\ ki 3. What makes Danforth anxious to obtain confessi risingaction [The sequence of events thatlead to the climax of

9. Why de es Proctor dislike and probably fear Proctor? executions? the story.

10. L\eser"Le Giles Corey.

climax s the moment when reader'sinterest and
11. How does Arthur Miller describe Reverend John Hale? 4. Why has Hale returned to Salem? kmotional intensity reach a peak

12. Why is Hale present in Salem?
5. Why doesn’t Elizabeth beg John to sign the confe

13. What did Betty do to make Parris believed she is witched? falling action Jsthe partof a literarv . ork #TW ides the
T o Tl e T C D 6. How has Elizabeth changed during her imprisoni ::::;z::l:rrv{d;:‘f;;::::n:ec’m to understana
15. What else did the girls do in the forest other than dance? 7. How did Giles die? Why did he refuse to answer |

16. What charges does Abigail level at Tituba? \ =

17. What does Tituba confess?

8. What makes John Proctor finally tearup the conf -esoluiion l\""mal expre.ssion o opinion or interZon made

T — 3. What happened to the following characters after
a. Elizabeth Proctor

R YHE STORY MAP

ActTwo b. Revere,d Parn: ‘
1.How is Procter’s home described? -
2. What kind of mood or feeling exists between John and Elizabeth? ‘ c. Abigail

3. What developments have taken place at Salem?
goTTOM PAGE

?
4. How has Mary Warren changed? ActTl

5. Why does Elizabeth what John to go to Salem? el

1.0fw

Proctor

N\ shelater admits that s was ing
» LK a

Salem ware knowntobe anti-Paris

6. Why is John reluctant to go?

7. What d~ <s Mary give to Elizabet, ?

8.Cn what =: sunds was Gooa + Osborr convicted AL AL . Satypants Pt dghker e i ccaversher dencngh thewroads s sh s s Bt ofprocong
9. Whyis Ma,y Warren an officia of the :ourt? ige
\ \ 3. How Hoes Reverend  lale change as the —, oceedings progress? andinstructsthe othergis o pretend aswell
10.Why does E izabath feel she F as bear accused? Titubapars blacksave. Pars ) el
gt he might purch
11. Why a ses Hal.» come to *'.e Proct r house? theirlands afterthey hang.
" 4 4. Why vill Eliz= seth’s life be spared for at least a year? AomPutnam

it
12.Why dou s Hale make John » _cite the commandments? Ruth Putnam The Putnams' out of eight. ‘,I , Ruth falls
13. Which one does Joan forget? SusannaWalcottFrisndto Abigal Sheslsotakes part i the il by falely accusingathersof wicheraft.

5. What does Proctor reveal in an effort to discredit Abigail?

the girls who "ery out” during the tria,
14. What does Je hn tell \\ale about the witeh-hunt?

bt Helspuesieito denthgs aresi
15. What parting a vice du es Hale give? Her i i witchcraft.
PR \ ¥ 6. What two ironic twists does the plot take in this act? i e

ekl Hels but f Thomas
16.Who charged Eliz \beth? Vhat was she charged with? ptmamananite, - .
Salem community
A Towhas dsecMan e el 7. Reraad and explain Proctor’s last speach In this act. B
18. How does Elizabeth react to the charge? How does John react?
L it i 2 is decisions at the and of the

19.What does John call Hale at the end of the act? play

Governor Danforth Highest ranking representative of civilauthority.
20.How does the act close?

ACTTWO ACTTHREE CHARACTERS




