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novel Frankenstein,

A A N &

Born in 1797 to William Godwin (political philosopher and novelist) and Mary Wallstonecraft (early women's rights
activist). Her mother died 10 days after Mary was born. Shelley learned about her mother only through writings her
mother left behind, including A Vindication of the Rights of Women (1752) which advocated that women should

have the same educational opportunities and rights in society as men. Avi

conversations with others.

Mary Shelley wrote and published the novel in one year, when she was 19. She published the
d it was the work of her husband.

ly, and many

Ran away with Percy Bysshe Shelley when she was 16. At the time P.B. Shelley was married and a
student of Mary’s father. Shelley married Mary after his
wife was 16 when they married). Mary Shelley listened intently to her husband's intellectual

On a visit in Switzerland with PBS to see Lord Byron, she was challenged to write
a story for a contest during horrible weather. She had heard Byron and Shelley
discussing “the nature of the principle of life and whether there was any chance
of its ever being discovered.” From this conversation, she had the "waking
dream” which eventually became the novel Frankenstein.

N

reader and scholar.

ife died. Mary was 18 (P.B. Shelley's first

ATy sheLley

FRANKENSTEIN

ings...

rvings of small o i

tary tradifion came to be in part from the Gothic architects
g placed towers, and high stained-glass windows were intend

atthe

A

Historca Context

Qitis setin the latter part of the 18" century, at the end of the Enlightenment and the beginning
of the Romantic period.

Qitcritiques the excesses of the Enlightenment and introduces the beliefs of the Romantics.

OReflects a shiftin social and political thaught - from humans as creatures who use science and

reasonto shape and control their destiny to humans as creatures who rely on their emotions to

determine whatis right.

A A A

Heaeof the Enlighiterment
Qscientific abservation of the outer world
DOLogic and reason; science and technology
UBelieved in following standards and traditions

QAppreciated elegance and refinement
Qinterested in maintaining the Strucfure QM

aristocracy ) Point of View
Osoughtto follow and validate Q Frave Qfﬂfﬁ
authorlty
QOFavored asocial hierarchy Q Epstolary —
OINatura should ba controlled caried by letters

by humans

d crevices

igoyleas a mascot of Gothic, and you will getan idea of the kind of

tortion of reality that Gothicrepresents.

Mary Shelley, Historical Conteext, The Enlightenment

88, What are the marriage plans? How does Victor prepare for what he fears will happen?

90. How does the Creature respond?

32. What iswaitin

93. What does Victor ask Walton to do? What does he warn Walton about the Creature?

34. Who isWilliam

89. How do Victor and Elizabeth get to Evian and why do they stop there?

91. What happens when Victor returns to Geneva? What happens to Victor's father? What happens

92. What happens during Victor's pursuit of the Creature? Where to they g0? What does the Creatu

—¥'s novel

Settings that feature

O Dark, castles

O Isolating, grandiose, mountainous
Charactersthat are

P——

a

[u]
a
O Male—insane a
O Female—beautiful and
dead (or dying)

Frankensteinis generally categorized as a Gothic novel, a genre of fiction that uses gloomy settings and supernatural eventsto

drals—were supposed to ward off evil spirits, butthey often look more

Were peeringintothe darkness at the supernatural.
Gothicwriter saw the individual, they saw the potential of evil.

Plots that include
O Murder

Live burials

Physical and mental torture
Retribution from beyond the grave

Ind? How doesher language problem help the creature?

Ixusetoteach Safie?

stercan someone be whocan say "butwhen I heard
With disgustand loathing’?

How does he compare with the humans described inthe
2mzke himfeel?

create and stmosphere of mystery and terror. Shelley adds to her development of the plotthe use of psychological realism,
delvingintothe psyches ofthe charactersin and attemptto explainwhy theyreactasthey doand what drivesthem to make

theirdecisions.

Elements of Gofhic Literature

11, What is the story of the man's mothy
responsibilities does he feel they had to!

35. What does Vict

36. When does Vig

12. Who is Elizabeth Lavenza and what i
man's name yet? Do we know his family

Chapters 22-24 and Walton's Letters Continue

13. Who is Henry Clerval and what is his

37. What iswaitingfor Victorwhen
father'sname? How does Victorrespond?

have for him? And what s his

14. How does Victor characterize the int

15. Who is Comelius Agrippa and how d

38. How long has Victor been away from home?! nighthe

39. Whom does Victor see that night? When was the last time they saw each other? How long ago was that?
40. What does Victor now believe happened toWilliam? What does Victor assume about the nature of the creature?

41. Who has beenidentified as the murderer, and on what evidence? How does Victorrespond to thisnews? Why doesn't he say

anything about the real murderer?

42. What happens at Justine's trial? How does Victor respond?

43. The next day, why does Justine say she has confessed to the murder of William? How does Victor respond to Justine's

situation andtoElizabeth's anguish?

turnst ? How does he respond?

memsmsmesmwes he learn from each?

65. What else doesthe creature read and what doeshe leam from it?
66. What doesthe ereature hope will happenwhen he talks to De Lacey? What actually happens?

Ch16-18
67. What eventhappens when the creature is near Genava? Whois the boy? Who isthe woman?

68. What does the creature demand from Victor?

does Victor comment on that response?]

16. What sort of science ("Natural Philo:
How would a modern scientist respond

Chapters |3-2|

then begin to study?

destruction”?

Chapters 6-12

Robert Walton- Ship captain who wants to find a route to the Noi
and decidesto record Victor's story as Victor relatesitto him.

basis for making such a decision?

17. What happens when Victor sees an oak tree destroyed by lightning and hears an explanation? What does Victor

18. Who or what does he credit for this change in directicn? Who or what does he blame for his "utter and terrible
19. What happens to Elizabeth and te Victor's mother as a result of Elizabeth's scarlet fever? How does this

compare with the mother's early history?
20. Why does Victor's father send him to the University of Ingolstadt? How old is Victor then? (Ingolstadtis in

southern Germany, in Bavaria, on the Danube, 43 miles north of Munich. The university founded there in 1472
moved to Landshut in 1802 and to Munich in 1826.)

21. What does Victor learn from M. Krempe? How does Victor respond to him, and on what grounds? Is this a good

Thelmes To Congikr...

For each theme, provide a specific example from the play in which

Margaret Seville- Robert Walton’s sister towhom he b

Victor Frankenstein- Rescued from the ice by Robert Walton. Ol¢
natural science and electricity. He becomes obsessed with creatir
experiments.

Ife Victor father. He married w

business. He wasrich. He was friends with M. Beaufort, and upon
a bleak future.

Caroline Beaufort- Victor Frankenstein’s mother. Her father had |
died she married Alfonse for protection. She wasvery youngand

Elizabeth Lavenza- An orphan Caroline found in Italy. Elizabeth w
Victor. Itwas alwaysassumed Elizabeth and Victorwould marry.

Henry Clerval- Victor's best friend. Son of a Genovese merchant
inthearts and beautythanin science.

M. Kempe- Professor of natural philosophy whom victor heldin ¢
information” but had repulsive manners.

M. Waldman- Professor of natural philosophy whom victor liked
pursuitsand progress. He was gentle and good-natured.

University of Ingolstadt- Where Victor wentto school.

Creature- Created by Victor Frankenstein from different body pat
isuglyand inspires fear inthose who see him.

Eamest Frankenstein- Victor's younger brother. Younger than Vic

William Frankenstein- Victor's youngest brother. He is murdered
thevalue of the lockethe wore around his neck.

Justine Moritz- A girl brought intothe ar

¢ of iy n The prsull of knodode:
Example:

Conseqlences of pride

Example:

Consequenaes of sockTy's rgechion of sotmcone wha is unaffracive

Example:

Teshvuklive pover of reveng
Example:

Parent-chil conflichs and responshilifies
Example:

Syerbdls Fo Look fax. ..
White/light

Water

hated her. She was accused, tried, convicted, and executedforth
innocent.

01d Man-One of the cottagersthe monsterwatches, Father of Ag
his children. He is blind.

Agatha- Younggirlin the cottage. She tends the garden and does

Felix-Young man in the cottage. He chopped wood, fixed up the ¢

Lab Y

Ice

Lightning

Fire

Nature

Eves

time. Safieis his love interest.

Safie- An Arabian who comesto live at the cottage. She doesn't s|
makes everyone happy. Felix her hi

Thetres, Symbals, and Anfithesi

to speakand read as Safie learns.

Chapf ers -5

Letters 1-4

1.

IS

Who is wi

ing Letter 1 {and allthe letters)?

. Towhom is he writing? What is their relationship?

. Where is Robert Walton when he writes Letter 1? Why is he there? What are his plans?

. What does Robert Walton tell us about himself?

. Where is Walton now? What do you think of Walton's question "What can stop the determined heart and resolved

will of man"?

. How much time has elapsed between Letter 3 and Letter 4? What "strange accident” has happened to the sailors?

. Why does the man picked up by the ship say he is there? What shape is he in?

. What sort of person does he seem to be? How does Walton respond to this man?

. How much time has elapsed when Walton begins writing again? What has happened in the meantime? How does the

man respond to Walton's project? How is Walton responding to the man?

Characters

The Letters




Frankenstein Study Guide Answer Key
Lettors 14

Frankenstein Study Themes and Symbols Answer Key

1, Wha is writ

N\

Frankenstein Study Guide Answer Key / \
2. Towhom s 13, Who s Heney Cerval and what s his relaton to Victor? / Themes {0 Coneir....

For each theme, play Give the

3 WherelsRy L Hawdoss victors Conseaerezs: of respanably n The: pura of oy

Example:

Frankenstein Study Guide Answer Key
25, How does he g0 sbout resting s human being, and wh does hie exsect 23 resultaf this
hapsens o Victar n the proces:

ion? How long does the task take? What
4 Whatdoes 15 Who is Comelus acdoes the tasktake? What

comment on that res

‘coms and slaughterhouses. He spends a

athe 26. Do you recognize the opening

5. whitsort of som 27, Geanalltemad docorandy  Fr@Nkenstein Study Guide Answer Key

modern scientist rest  escriptionof the &

5. Where is

41,8t s been dentfied s he murderer, and on what evidence? How doss Victo respandto I
s eslmurdere? Conceiences ar\ur,uw.rmmmm.\ waltraie
and . . N Eumﬂ\z n <

How much

17.What happens w28, How does Victar resgond i th
stugy? daes o e
 doss 1 " viet

18. Who or what doe

29, What doss Victar

e R R

—— anbenstein Siudy Gulde Ansuer Koy
mather's early histon Elizabeth's anguishi
b | o "’*“'"‘ Mow dues ) 1. What happens whan VICtor returng to Ganeva? Whi poens to Victor's father? What happans te ictar?
: s e
in 1821 6: } Example:

10 whatis th

such a decisicn? L Syrbols ToLodk ... 3. what does Victor ask Wilton to da? What does he warn Waltan about the Cresture?
" e st 4 oo o ds e rspen? it/
st b e vt e apee e the mourimin. e 5kt haroran VWTRS
tine e emt b Water Knowted Walton's better contimies i i
I.Wiethtl 7L Whatdoss Vil hermothar fiks & 8 % e o iwatntn_ Frankenstein Study Guide Answer Key
does he f opposed tomodern s == - Laboratory 55, The ¢ there when spring comes. What hes been happeningto Vi inthe meantime? (See Chapter 5.

ture

victor say he wil now i B

95, Wiy s Walton returning to Englan

24 Whno isWilliam and haw ald 15
misal dboy.te| s powe 56, How does the creatur

e 10 win over the family? How d

. 5 he tespondto the coming of spring?
48, What Boes the cresture sk of Vickar? Whot does the cre Lightning
Mo gead ix Victor st perfarming the raleof erestorfor hisc

o7 Does his language t

35, What does Victor do after hiz e 95, What happens 35 Walton i writing
et npe and waldma e language resemble [T chizas

12. who 5 €l
we know

23 How well doas b
discover?

Nature septance. nuhmg 57. Who arives atthe ottage inthe spring? What s Safles background? How does her language problem help the creature? Which of
et hmens i st ncouners with sl i more v it o et from o e them leaens faster?
view do we see these encounters Eyes time in nature
o o N Mauntains
50 Wihere does he finally find  lace o stay? What does he earn aioutthe peori 58,0 e see the Crestare die? 58, How does the reaturelearm aboutreading? Whatboak does Felixuse to
them?
pleasure : : : 59. What does thi

andbicodshed,m

Frankenstein Study Guide Answer Key
72 How does Victor appear and espand t b family when he returns home?
wctor appears heppy andhes

5L Mo does thecresure contit o ear about the Tl e s machin? How it s e
s s msthate? it ? Mo dae: re manage ta

0. Wihat happen
auestions does he

s when he returns to Geneva

or see that n

53, Whom dors ¥

73, Wiy doks Victor's ather think Victos mAght ot want 10 maery Elizabeth?

wictor's ather, o ey bave fallen utof love with Elizabeth over time.

0. what does Victor now believe. tof

52 ow does the creature lea snguage? Why might he have trouble learning words such o

6L Howdidthe T 72 yrhy does

¢hatdo yau make of his talk of slavery?
insclence have taken place in England. He says he is enstaved by bis creation

tor want ta visitEngland?
wisits England because mare advanc

2. How didSsfie 75 what i the effect of Viekar's eturm o the present?
The breskirthe narrative brings the istener £ the present and Victor foreshadows the death of Clerval
family? Haw does he respond o his own appearance
63, Whatdoesth  ong921

b I3 compared t the besutiful bums

ralizhempire inindla.

6. what arethe

77, Wihere does Victor's jaurney and, and what dues he olan io do there? Why is he afraid?
ourneyends in Pesth, Seo o aicithe monster s angrythat Vietor is de

andthe Oriey Islands.He i,

45. How does victarrespond Justing's desth? E s

65 Whatelsedot 75 why does

tor caang i mind about cresting e female? Who watches i a3 he estrops e fe
Wictor changes his ming because he does ot want the female to bread cther mansters, The creature aes Victortear apartthe body

46. what joumey does' , andwhen e thros he stay?

om doas Victorsea? ? How does ha respond ? 66. Wihat does

73, Whst happens shartly sher Victor destrovsthe female? How is this similar to what hagpened after Victor crested the Crest
Wictar alls Inta sncther sicknessafier he destrays the female.

hi618 80, What hapgens when the Creature visits Victor? What does the Creature promise to da? What does Vi

43 1n this chapter, we finally hear the cresture speak for the firsttime. What doss he say? 13 this what we expect from the
cresture? 67. Wihat event b

69. Haw does Victor at first respond to the creature’s demand? What response does he expect from the creatur
What approach does the creature say he will take? 49, What doesthe creature ask of Victor ? What does the creature say to Victor ? Does hislanguage remind you of another
Iiterary work? How good is Victor at performing the raleof creatar for hisreature?

the menster will il ham an his wedding righ

“350EnS When ViCtor 065 QUL in B DAL 10 GiSROSe of the female Creature's remains? whare does he

he tands?

70. What does the creatura say will happen if Victor creates a female for him? 68, Wnat doesthy

50. What will cause the creature to change? Keep in "lwas benevolert

Maka me happy, and | shall again be virtupus". What sort of psychological understanding is Shelley showing hare? e ko custaly e=amumier

He fallsasiesp Inthe baat. Asirong wind blaws the bust off course. He lands onthe Irish shore-and he

71. What does Victor decide? What does the cresture say he will do while Victor Is st work? 69, How does Vic

cresreseThe 82 o s Mmoo e st Vi W s hpened o coue Vi s e it hgpens Vo et
51. What happe: his first encounders ple 75 this mare like what you expect framal ¥?8ut from i ¥ e F bt Vichs e boreeia, The
72. How does Victor appear and respond to his family when he retums home? ‘whose point of v|ewuoneseemeseencuumas* magistrate finds papers and believes Victor |3 innoeent
70, What does th
fictor’ 7 thi i i wi 1 i ? R b,
73. Why does Victor's father think Victor might not want to marry Elizabeth place tostay ? What doss ot e peeplerwislbeeathecatingeF o doetll
towardthem? the same hawr when the body wes found.
72. Wiy does Victor want Lo visit England? What do you make of his talk of slavery? 81, What happens when Victor goes out in 3 boat to dispose of the female creature's remains? Where doeshe end  ([BlShed between him andthe monster
w e oleam about! 7 How mighta o rsoct ug? What hapens when he lands?
75. What s the effect of Victor's retum to the present? respondtothe creature's methods? What is s = nagetohelpthem

Tis1 54, How doesthe cresture leam language ? why might he have trouble learning words such a5 *good, dearest, unhagoy |

76. What are Clarval's plans for his career? 82 Who s M. Kirwin and how doss he treat Victor? What has happened to cause Victor's arrest? What happens to
Victor after his arrast?

77. Where does Victor's joumey end, and what does he plan to do there? Why is he afraid? 55. What are the names of the family mermbers ? Who are Agatha and Felix?

6. what e he thinks of family s tohisowr

78. Why does Victor change his mind sbout crating the femsle? Who watches him as he destroys the female? appasrancewhen hsees t? 83 What happens when

or wakes up? Who Is there?

79. What happens shortly after Victor destioys the female? How is this h 57. The creature s stillthere when sgring comes. What has been happening to Victor in the meantime? (See Chapters.)

created the Creature?

ilar to what happened after Victor

84, What happens at Victor's trial?

8. How does the creature hope towin aver the family? Haw does he respond tothe caming of spring?

80. What happens when the Cresture visits Victor? What does the Creature promise to do? What dees Victor
understand that promise ta mean?

How does Vietor feel as they leave Ireland and go to France?

M, How dor

it ‘sviews changed?

45, what journey ertake, and when? travel through
46, Whom does Victor see ?How does he respond ?

Walton's letter continues
94, Why wouldn't Victor tell Wal

7. s chapte, ety forthe et st ton the detll sbout the restion?

creatur

For each,

48, What does the ereature ask of Victor? What does the creature say 1o Vietor? Does

literary work? How good s Wictor at performing the role of creator for hts creature?

is language remind you of am

95. Why is Walton retuming to England? What will Victor do?

Anfithosk Corfrast of deds, characters, heme, seftigs or ook

Vifer/reaton

48, What happens during his first encounters with people? s this more like what you expect fromahorrar story? But from
whose point of view do wa 508 thase encountars?

96. What happens as Walton Is writing? What is the effect of shifting to the present tense here?

Prsvevrenmen

50. Where does he finally firda place to stay? What does he learn about the pecple whe livein the ¢
toward them?

tage? How does he feel

Nt d/ieedturd /hat will the Creature do next? How does he feel sbout it?

51, How doe:

st the family he
respandtohenee!

isthe o by . eature pthe:

iologist

98. Do we see the Creature die?

52. How does the creature lear language? Why might he have trauble leaming wards such as "good, dearest, unhappy™?

S

53, What are the names of the family members? Wha are Agatha and F

Fi

itemert ARomart

54, What things bother the creature when he thinks of discovering himself o the family? How does he respond to hisewn

rance wi iz
M/ femree appearance when he seesit
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