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Settings 
The action of the play takes place in northern Scotland and England. In Scotland, the play is set at or near 
the following locations: 
King Duncan’s castle at Forres,   
Macbeth’s castle at Inverness,  
Macduff’s castle at Fife,  
Birnam Wood, or Dunsinane Hill in the countryside. 
A scene is also set at a castle in England. 
 
 
Shakespeare’s Inspiration 
Shakespeare got his idea for Macbeth from Raphael Holinshed’s Chronicles, which tells a different tale 
using similar characters and references to husband-wife relationships, murder, deceit, and mutiny. 
Shakespeare was also influenced by the Roman dramatist Seneca (4-65 A.D.), who wrote horrific plays 
about revenge and murder. Shakespeare appears to be inspired by some of the same themes as 
Seneca.  
  
Witchcraft in Shakespeare’s Day 
Many people believed in the power of witches in Shakespeare’s day, especially King James I. In 1591, 
when he was King of Scotland, King James was almost murdered by a group of witches and sorcerers. 

Their trial and testimony convinced King James that they were sources of evil (witches). 
King James became the King of England in 1603. Shakespeare knew very well of King James’s superstition, 
and he also knew that a play about witchcraft would cause a stir and make a quick buck. Therefore, he 
wrote Macbeth, a play full of elements of evil!  
  
Fascinating Fact 
The words blood and night (or forms of them, such as bloody and tonight) occur more than 40 times each 
in Macbeth. Other commonly occurring words that help maintain the mood of the play are terrible, 
horrible, black, devil, and evil.   
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