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Natalie Babbitt grew up "only wanting to be an illustrator.” Born in Dayton, Ohio,
she spent her time drawing and reading her favorite myths and fairy tales. Her
mother gave her art lessons and "plenty of paper, paint, and encouragement.”
When she was nine years old, Babbitt came across an illustrated copy of

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, and got excited about having a career illustrating
children's literature. She studied art at Laurel School in Cleveland and Smith College in
Massachusetts. Babbitt did not consider writing until much later, but her early passions
would follow her to the creation of her own fairy tales.

Climax Story Plot

Rising Action L

She ventured into writing and illustrating her own children's books. She thought she would do B —
writing in rhyme, and her first two books featured verse accompanied by large illustrations. -
Several years later, Babbitt wrote her best-known book, Tuck Everlasting. Since then she has
continued to write and illustrate and also collaborate with other authors,

She combines two art forms with simplicity that few people could imagine, but describes it wi
familiarity and affection: "When you're writing a story, it's like watching a movie — you describ
what you're seeing in your head. And illustrating is the same thing -- you draw what you see in
your head. I'm not skillful enough to draw exactly what | see in my head, but | do the best | can

Tuck Everlasting and Natalie Babbit

veered (5)

forlorn (6)
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1. The author describes this time of summer by using the analogy of being at the top
reading her description, create some of your own analogies to describe this time of st

2. Who sets out at dawn?

3. Who was Winnie Foster?

4. Who appeared at Foster's gate at sunset?

5. Explain in your own words what the author meant when she described the woods
the hub?

6. List some synonyms and antonyms for the word everlasting.
Chapter |

1. What dichotomy does the author create through her comparison of cows to peopl
2. What does the iron fence "say"?

3. Who owned the touch-me-not cottage?

4. According to the author, why had Winnie never been curious about exploring the

5. What is located near the giant ash tree
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Chapter20
1. What reason did Mae give for hitting the man?

2. Why might Tuck be envious of the man lying on the ground?
3. What did the constable wam would happen if the man succumbed to his injuries?
4. What serious dilemma will occur if Mae Tuck i either placed in jail or hanged?

Chapter21
1. Why did Winnie like her rocking chair despite the fact she had outgrown it?

did the Fosters e when they she went to the T

2.
volition?

In the prologue,
the author
describes three
things that
happen one day
and then come
fogether ina
sirange way.
What are those
three things?

3. What did the Fosters sense shortly after they had put Winnie to bed?

4. Despite their horror at recent events, what secret hope does Winnie's family foster?

Events* Ferris Wheel* Questions

5. Why does Winnie accept that the man in the yellow suit must die?

Chapter22
1. What affect did the warm metal bars of the fence have on Winnie's thoughts?

2. How does the grandmother react when Winnie tells her that she would like to give the toad a drink of water?

3. Who was Winnie surprised to see on the other side of the fence

2. Outline Miles' plan.

3. Why does Jesse give to Winnie?

H;s callfor his father to come back
sened to Tuck's horse?

the Foster family not gone to bed despite the late hour?

i the man tell Winnie's grandmother?

it the man in the yellow suit be?

6. Although we are not told, it may
people.

Chapters 20-25 and Epilogue

Prologue and Cha

Ninnie experience difficulty sleeping?

2. Explain how Winnie could be exhausted by the conversation in the rowboat.

Chapters 12-19
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Ferris Wheel Answer Key

Review the three ferris wheel cars (Moe, Wirrie and The Siranger) and dscuss

the following questions:

How did the author The prologue, or introduction, to the novel states that the

descrive
month is August, and the first paragraph opens with a striking summer image. The author describes a
Ferriswheel pausing inrits turning; with the top seat hanging in-the stiliness: This image helpsto-set
the mood, or atmosphere, of the particular August whei
author describes the first week of August as "motionles:
year.” Her description suggests that the year is at a turni

Study Guide Answers
Cl 25
the main character may be at a turning point in her life.

1. Explain what happened soon after Winnie made herself comfortable on the cot? The constable entered the
cell to let down a shutter over the window effectively keeping the rain out. Fortunately for the Tucks, he
suspected nothing.
what three events occurred? At dawn, Mae Tuck sa 2. How did the constable react when he discovered what had happened? Initially there was a look of comical
wood to the edge of the village of Treega astonishment on his face although shortly after the look tumed to anger
- ge 0 ] 8ap. 3. Why did Winnie pour the bottle of water over the toad? She wanted to protect the toad from the dog—
At noontime, Winnie Foster, lost her patience @ protect it forever
running away.
At sunset, a stranger appeared at the Fosters’ g

1. What evidence is there that a great deal of time has passed since the Tuck family made their last visit? The
village has grown much larger and ther are many paved streets and even automobiles.
2. What happened to the Foster home? The Foster home and woods had been destroyed in a fire during an
electrical storm.
“Noconnectionyt 3. How does Tuck react to the inscription on the tombstone? He is saddened yet atthe same time happy as he
k the water was probably the right one.

Wwere these events relatec? U0te: “No connection yt
ina strange way"”. The events would later to come toget ~ feels that Winnie's decision not to
u

What does the ferris wheel symboiize? Cyclical nature of seasons - spring, summer, autumn (fall), Climax
winter. At the center of the seasons and our yearly calendar is the sun. This is compared to the hyb
the center of the Ferris Wheel. Similarly, the three seemingly unrelated events mentioned in the midnight, Winni
prologue point to the woods in Treegap. Thus, the woods in Treegap become the centej ks out of her ho\ise
action/eventsin the story and can be compared to the hub of the Ferris Wheel. nd s Mae's plack in
il so the Tuck family kan
from Yeegap.
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She becomes almost a
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thre and \tiles gets her out and Winnie
nnl and the replaces i She poes home andsees that a dog
amll Iues her ip-bn the secref is tryingo et the frog 5o she gives the spring
- | a“r"“ 4se gave her ta the frog
- ot bl eve their stary 3500t the
‘ T e " springwater. She also thought that eternal life

wasacurseso shedidn't drink ftand
unfartunately died in a starm. But the frog that

he gave the soringwater to didntdie
Character Chart Answer Key h
Vocabulary Answer Key iy
innie
ihroughChater 5 Nome Important Events/ W E !
verb shift to a clock turn sharply; change direction b The il pratlemofbe
::l' i d"m e snarpive abruptly Tuck CARING: ortsl. Winrve isgoirgto
lorn - odj. marked by or showing hopelessness *Mae Tuck was caring to Winnie, she\pld WinNeto not care about the mean thing i whila tha Tueks ara geing
Ibough - noun any of the larger branches of atree Milessaystoher /‘R t toive forever. Shoukdshe -|
rueful - adj. feeling or expressing pain or sorrow fer sins or offenses follco tha nataral pacn of it
coop - noun an enclosure made of wire or metal barsin which birds or animals can be ing for housing Tuck returns and
ot ta - verb make ke Character Chart Answer K discovers Winnie's
axasparate - verb make worse; mal @ a ver key
Jaunty -ad). having a cheerfal, Ively,  STUdY GUIdE Any tombstone (seeing that
marionette - noun a small figure of a Name Traits Important Events/ Examples i :
ratort - noun avessel where substan P w F [ES—— oo | rave Winnie did not drink the
i i ; hi f f nnie Foster i uriou: :
(especiallya witty or criticalanelj ve 1. The author describes ths time of summer by usingthe analogy of being at the top of e, e s brave e ronay and e atof e everlasting water) and
galling - ad. causing irritation or ann _Adventurous fence the Tuck family decide
console - noun an omamental seroll. Friendly -Happy Brave | +Shewasbrave encughtogo inthe woods
instrument consisting of display, Honest . shesaw, , she didn’t
(especially a computer systemfhous run away
“Protectiv
designedto standagainst vl AngusTuck ( -Protective « Winnie hel pod Jessa and Miles save ity to ightthingta
Caring sentto jail act uponit, even If it'snot the
ADVENTUROUS: jitholc=
 She didnt go home, because she was having so much funy vs. disarder
with Jesse inthe woods.
+ sheliked nature and loved exploring the forest
FRIENDLY:
*Winnie made friends with the Tuck famih
v
DARING:
Mies Tuck | Mo *When Miss. Foster was inthe shop, Winnie was leftinthe
angry cariage, she saw some boys outside playing baseball, she
“Brsve risked being troubleto play baseballwith the boys outside.
| -Protective CURIOUS:
mages + 1 the movie Winnie Foster was curious about the Tucks’
es - Y it @s general' udy Guide Answ secret about them beingimmortal
solymnly -adv inagfaveand sedatt  even interpret 3. Who was Winnie surprised e epther romise ot teling anyone st
fortigss - noura fortified defensivet  uncomfortably hyt and\ihe C] side of the fence. e promisectnattellinganyoneaboutihe
indomitable ‘gc]. impossibleto sub 2. What does the say 2. Outline Miles' plan. MANNERLY:
disarray; - noun\yntidiness (especiall want you here, Miles planned to use his carp g | *In the movie, Winnie was raised ina rich family, and was
orderly thought dod behavior; verb b 3:twr'mqu et carage? T good her escape. taught 1o do things mannerly way
situated on privalefifoperty and the woods loca i i
3. Why does Jesse give to Wil Jes: E s
n se Tuck Lovable Caring LOVABLE:
Chaptertl-20, @ 4 According 1o the authar, why had Winnle neVe i it when she turns sever “adventurous * Jesse Tuck s ovable, becausehe felinlove with Winne
elation - no eeling of joy an ‘e author states that nothing Is interesting to 4 innie - Mysterious MYSTERK Wild -Gentle Foster and Winnie loved him back.
deprassion we become curious. Babbitt implies thatthe fori 4 oW does Winnle offer tol Manin | - !
) B : the cell so that the constable Yelow Curious e kest ~Friendly ADVENTUROUS:
decisive - odf. delermining or haying 5. What is located near the giant ash tree? A bub tho muck formily amole nicl Mean far puery -Brave Handsome slesseTuck b helikesto
firmness; unmistakable; forming/or b located near the giant ash tree. 'y amp *In the & jungle with Winnie and climb trees, rocks, etc.
silty - adj. fullof silt 6. Although we are not told, suggest reasons wh cUROUS HANDSOMY
skitter - verh fuitch i hook of a fis by people. Answers will vary. Chapter 23 b=~ | « Inthebookit said that Jesse Tuck wasa handsome boy that
1o skip over a surface; to move abou! 1. What does Winnie do with MEAN.
illiterate - adj. lacking culture, espec Chapter2 2. Why is Winnie so restless? “The mar ik
fundamentals of a given art of brancl 1. Why did Mae's husband resent being awakene 1o take Mae Tuck's place inth where thy fountzinof youth, hedld'\ mmw‘we‘ Instead he“”";'d‘m
corlﬂiblil;hmlmd::iwmif{ with less where no one had heard of Treegap. 3. What is Winnie beginning 1 make friends with her.
rank; English landscape painter (1771 2. Why did Mae want to go to the woods? Mae about the authenticity of the BRAVE:
sons. i Winmie
4, Why did Winnie jerk awake +In the mavie Jesse Tuck wias really brave and saved Mae Tuck
3. What did Mae place into her pocket? She plac she had missed her rendezvo niglle Vpiaght o L . when the guards took her to jail.
roses and lilies of the valley, into her pocket. CARING:
4, What strange thing is revealed at the end of t +Jesse Tuckwas caring because he cared for Winnie and his
husband as well as her two sons, Miles and Jessi Chapter 24 family, he took care of Winnie when she ran away form home,
1. What realization did Winnie come to as she left the house? It dawned o &nd he saved Mas Tuck when
Chapter3 house any night she chose. shewas sentto jail
1. Why would Winnie like 1o have a sibling? Win 2. Who was waiting for her at the gate? Jesse was waiting for her at the gat
deflect some of that attention, allowing Winnie { 3. What object, shaped like an upside down L, was located at the back of th
2. What promise does Winnie make to the toad? where Mae was scheduled to be hanged. L "
URA TamaT 4. Locate the origin of the lines: "Stone walls do nat a prison make, nor iron _

The complete poem entitled To Althea From Prison was written by Richard Lovel
England during the 1640's. The quote is actually taken from the firsttwo lines of the fourth verse and reads as
follows:
V.
Stone walls doe not a prison make,
Nor iron bars a cage;
Mindes innocent and quiet take
That for an hermitage;
If I have freedome in my love,
And in my soule am free,

5
Angels alone that sore above g

Enjoy such liberty. E

5. Why does Miles pour il onto the nails? He wants to lessen the screeching sound as he pries the nails from &

the wood s0as not to alert the constable.
6. What is the significance of Jesse's one word, remember? He is reminding Winnie to drink from the bottle of
spring water on her seventeenth birthday.
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