
Hello!

Thanks for your interest in this bundle of resources for To Kill a Mockingbird!

The sample pages that follow are taken from the resources for Chapters 1-3 of TKAM.
I have included an example of each of the resource types that are included for each 
book section. You will have these resource types for each section of the book. These 
PDF copies from the slides didn't come out as clearly as I hoped they would, but 
hopefully they will give you a good look at the formats and kinds of questions included 
for each resource.

At the end (after the vocabulary game slides), I included a sample of an answer key so 
you can see what the CCSS and directions look like on the cover page.

I did not include samples of many of the other things in the bundle--graphic 
organizers, Jeopardy games, bingo cards, puzzles, etc. If you want to see all of those 
things, watch the video preview.

As always, feel free to ask any me any questions you might have; I'm always happy to 
try to clarify or help!

Happy Teaching, 

Mary

Mary Collins
Teacher's Pet Publications
mcollins@tpet.com
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This is a “Quick Write” assignment. Answer the question completely in a good paragraph 
in the space provided on the rest of this page. Use a topic sentence and textual support 
for your answer whenever possible. Delete this text and write in this text box.
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Use this page if needed to finish your writing assignment.
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Use this page to type the final copy of your writing assignment. At the top of your work, be 
sure to state which assignment you chose to do.
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Use this page if needed to complete your writing assignment..
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To Kill A Mockingbird Chapters 1-3
Analyzing Passages

Anchor Standard 8th Grade  9th-10th Grade
CCRA.R.6 RL.8.1 RL.9-10.1

RL.8.3
RL.8.4 RL.9-10.4
RL.8.6

CCRA.SL.1 SL.8.1 SL.9-10.1

Objectives
• Students will analyze what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text
• Students will analyze how different points of view of the characters and the audience (or reader)
creates suspense or humor
• Students will analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone

Directions
On the pages that follow, there are 8 passages to analyze, each with a question or questions to
guide the process. There are many ways to use these questions:
• You could use them as a worksheet for all students to complete individually.
• You could use the worksheet as your guide in a whole-class discussion. Have students
turn to the first passage in the book, read it, then ask the question(s) orally. Repeat
through all 8 questions.
• You could assign one passage to each of 8 different groups of students, for the students
to discuss and come up with responses to the question(s). Then hold a whole-class
discussion.
• You could read the passage and then see which student can find the passage first (to
practice skimming skills). Then follow up with the questions(s) and discussion.
• You could have students choose one or two questions to respond to in writing in their
notebooks or journals.

Follow-Up/Assessment/Extension
• Have students do a descriptive writing assignment based on the description of
Maycomb. See the Writing Assignments for this chapter for details.
• Have students pick out other passages in this chapter that show interesting word usage,
descriptions, or humor.
• As an introduction to this activity and this chapter, you could ask students if they've ever
done anything "on a dare." Give students ample time to share responses orally or let
them write their responses in their journals or notebooks.



The husband is not ambitious. Even in fishing, he isn’t ambitious enough to actually go check the trot-lines; he just 
wonders if they are full. Either they are pretty well-off and can afford to have someone else work the land at the 
Landing, or they are living off of some Finch inheritance. Aunt Alexandra either didn’t want or didn’t need a good 
provider as a husband, she was a bad judge of character before she got married, or she married exactly the kind of 
a man she wanted (one who would be generally unconcerned about daily affairs so she could do as
she pleased).

Atticus was not very busy if he had time to play checkers. The fact that the Code of Alabama
was unsullied shows Atticus hadn’t used it much, so he hadn’t been practicing law long, or if he
had been a lawyer for a long time (which he hadn’t) he wasn’t very busy. The detail of the
spittoon helps place the setting in a time when many men chewed tobacco and suggests that
perhaps Atticus did, too. The hat rack shows Atticus is probably neat, wanting to hang up his hat
and coat rather than throwing them on another piece of furniture or the floor.

Images of ancient armor-clad warriors hacking at each other with swords and maces come to
mind. (Other answers are acceptable, too.)

Harper Lee’s word choice is a lot more graphic, brings forth images, and taps into our
experiences of seeing “epic battles,” which triggers a deeper sense of meaning.

Scout sees the relationship not only as cold and mean, but also that she is the oppressed victim
of Calpurnia’s power and might. It does not suggest any sense of love between the two.

Answer Key Sample



Answer Key

The Finches come across a little runt of a guy not much bigger than collards he is sitting
amongst, and they just look at each other for a bit--the Finches surprised he isn’t a puppy, and
Dill probably somewhat embarrassed for being found in the collard patch. It’s the element of
surprise and expectations not being fulfilled that makes it funny.
The whole conversation is somewhat amusing because of the way Harper Lee writes the
dialogue; it sounds just like some kids talking--trying to one-up each other, measuring the worth
of each other, deciding what to make of each other.
The funniest line is when Jem tells Dill that his name is a foot longer than he is. There’s no logic
there whatsoever. A name can’t be longer than a person. It’s actually quite a put-down to Dill,
but it’s so illogical it’s funny. It’s something a kid would dream up to say out of desperation to
find something to put down another kid. The putting down isn’t funny, but the phrase is.

We know that this can’t be true, but it’s possible the kids actually believe it, which makes it
funny. We get a mental image of this monster of a man that Jem has described huffing and
puffing his icy cold breath onto the azaleas, and the azaleas being practically covered in ice and
so brittle they’re about to crumble into shards. It’s an absurd image, which makes it amusing.

“Red slop” is far more graphic than “mud.” “Slop” has a negative connotation and has a hint of
movement; we can almost see the mess people make slogging through it on the street.

The bony mule flicking flies adds to image of the lazy, hazy, hot, and miserably oppressive
southern summer day. And it’s a “bony” mule, not well-fed in the Depression era. One would
expect folks in the open street to be sweltering, but Harper Lee chooses to describe the shade
as sweltering; that emphasizes the degree of the heat.

The courthouse “sagging” in the square emphasizes the generally run-down nature of things in
Maycomb. Her use of personification evokes our feelings of sagging when we’re tired.

The ladies try to stay fresh by bathing and using talcum, but Harper Lee (through Scout) points
out that their best efforts are in vain because the sweat and talcum mix into a sort-of icing. We
can almost smell the talcum and sweat mix--contrasted with the imagery of teacakes for the
ladies, an image that draws to mind Southern ladies having tea, all dressed up and proper. It’s a
unique sweet-sour mix.

END OF SAMPLE
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