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UNIT OUTLINE Day Of Tears

1

Anticipation Guide
Journal Entry
Discuss Author
Distribute
Materials
PV #1

2

Review
Vocabulary #1
Start Oral Reading
Evaluations
R #1 
Study Questions #1

3

PV #2
Cause/Effect

4

Review
Vocabulary #2
R #2
Study Questions #2
Cause/Effect #2

5

PV #3
Introduce Non-
Fiction Assignment

6

Review
Vocabulary #3
R #3
Study Questions #3
Cause/Effect #3

7

Quiz: Chapter 1 -
Interlude V
Writing
Assignment #1

8

PV #4
Complete Writing
Assignment #1

9

Review
Vocabulary #4
R #4
Study Questions #4
Cause/Effect #4

10

PV #5
Writing
Assignment #2

11

Review
Vocabulary #5
R #5
Study Questions #5
Cause/Effect #5
PV #6

12

Review
Vocabulary #6
R #6
Study Questions #6
Cause/Effect #6

13

Review
Vocabulary For
Whole Unit

14

Quiz: Chapter 6 -
Author's Note
Writing
Assignment #3

15

Non-Fiction
Presentations

16

Freedom Quilt
Activity

17

Follow the
Drinking Gourd
Activity

18

Discussion of
Extra Discussion-
Critical Thinking 
Questions

19

Unit Review

20

Unit Test

21

Post-Unit Reaction
Guide

Freedom Quilts

Key: P = Preview Study Questions   V = Vocabulary Work   R = Read
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Day of Tears Critical Thinking Questions, Page 2

Critical, Continued

11. Explain the symbolism of the title Day of Tears.

12. How are Mattie and Fanny Kemble alike?

13. Compare and contrast the two Butler sisters, Sarah and Frances.

14. What is the significance of the last name that Emma and Joe choose for themselves? Explain

how some families of today do the same thing when naming their own children.

Critical/Personal Response

1. Have you ever found comfort in a superstition or old wives tale as Will did when he planned

to ask Uncle Isaac to cast a spell on Master Butler? (Chapter 6-Interlude VII)

2. How do Emma and Joe respond to Master Butler when he tries to give them a gift at the end

of the slave auction? Explain whether you think their response is appropriate or not. What

message does their response send to Master Butler? (Chapter 6-Interlude VII)

3. Do you agree with the way Sampson feels about slavery? Why or why not? (Chapter 8-

Interlude X)

4. After moving to the Henfield plantation what does Emma look forward to at supper time?

Why do you think this means so much to Emma? (Chapter 8-Interlude X)

5. What truth does Sampson keep from Charles?  Do you think Charles' feeling toward his

father would have been different if he had known the truth?  Would it have changed the way

Charles felt about being a slave? (Chapter 8-Interlude X)

6. Why did Mistress Henfield feel betrayed by Charles and Winnie?  Explain whether you think

her feelings are justified or not. (Chapter 8-Interlude X)

7. What was the "price" that Jeremiah Henry paid to help Joe, Emma, Charles and Winnie

escape? Do you think he regretted his decision? Why or why not? (Chapter 11-Author’s

Note)

8. What is the significance of Emma's naming her daughter Sarah? (Chapter 11-Author’s Note)

Personal Response

1. Why is freedom, the very thing that Jeffrey wants, actually the saddest thing that has

happened to him? Do you think, like he does, that he was better off when he was a slave?

Why or why not? (Chapter 5-Interlude V)

2. Do you think Master Butler owed any loyalty to Mattie and Will regarding his decision to sell

Emma? What does his decision tell you about his character?
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