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Ideas for Response Journals

Character:

Name the characters in the chapter(s).

Identify what you liked or disliked about the character(s). Explain.

Describe the physical and emotional attributes of the character.

How did the character(s) interact with one another? Describe any interpersonal
conflict,

List questions you would like to pose to the characters(s).

Can you empathize with the character(s) in any of the situations from this
chapter(s)? Explain.

7. Explain how the character is changing.

8. Is the character believable? Why or why not?
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Settings:

1. Describe the setting (fime and place) in this chapter(s).
2. How is the setting important o this chapter(s).
3. Draw a diagram to explain a particular setfing from this chapter(s).

Conflict, Theme and Mood:

What did the author want you 1o feel or understand during this chapter(s)?
What is the theme of this chapter(s)?

Describe the conflict experienced in this chapter(s).

Explain the general mood of the chapter(s).

How do you feel about this chapter(s)?

What is the climax of this chapter(s)?

cobhwbd -

Writing Style:
1. Create a name for the chapter(s) and explain why you selected it.
2. Make a prediction about upcoming events.
3. Did the author use effective verbs and adjectives in this chapter(s)? Identify

some examples.
4. Can you identify figuratfive language used in the chapter such as, similes?
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Response Journal

Name: Chapter(s):

Use point form to complete the boxes below. You may want to draw a picture 1o
support your ideas!

Character(s): Identify who was in the chapter, what they looked like, and how they acted/felt.

Setting: When and where does this portion of the story take place?

Plot: What happened? Name the problem.

Theme? Mood: How does this chapter(s) make you feel? Explain.  Suggest a chapter title.
Predict what will happen nexi.
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Pre-Reading Activities
1. Exploring Themes

Many themes are explored in the novel Island of the Blue Dolphins. These themes are very
rich and would make excellent essay papers or discussion topics for small groups or the
whole class.

The Essay

Respond to one of these themes in a “Five Paragraph Essay”. Begin your essay with a thesis
statement. Next, write three complete paragraphs to support your thesis. Your closing
paragraph should reiterate your thesis.

a) Gender Stereotypes:

When it comes 1o worik there is definite work that men should do and women should not
do.

b) Loneliness versus being alone:

There is a difference between spending time alone and feeling lonely. Some people
do not like to be alone while others really enjoy it. Why are some people lonely when
they are alone and others are not?

c) Trust Relationships:

Some people have a "blind faith” in others, especially, those that are close. Explain
what you believe this to mean. Can this be a dangerous quality to possess? Why or
why not?

d) Hunting:
There is not an instance when hunting animails is considered appropriate.

e) Pets:

There is an old adage that says, “a dog is a person's best friend”. Explain the
significance of pets in people’s lives.

f) Environmental Issues:

Native peoples have long ago recognized the importance of living in harmony with
nature. In your opinion have modern day people misused the environment? Explain.

g) Cultural Diversity:
Define culture and explain how your cultural baggage has shaped you.
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2. Create a Story

Without reading the first chapter of Island of the Blue Dolphins use the following list of words,
phrases and character’s names 1o create your version. Remember to use the words and
phrases exactly as you see them.

Characters:
Q) Karana a twelve year old female.

b) Ramo a six year old male and brother of Karana.
c) Chief Chowig-Karana's father.

d) Captain Orlov a Russian sailor.

Setting:

Island of the Blue Dolphins near village of Ghalas-at
Time Period early 1800s.

Create a plot based on these actual key words and phrases from the chapter:

* | wanted him to help me gather roofs

* watching the ship coming, which he did not know was a ship

* “Have you ever seen a red whale?”

* word of its coming had already reached the village of Ghalas-at
» faces were broad and shining dark hair fell over their eyes

* words were strdnge

* he thrust his spear into the sand

* “we come to hunt...”

* “the parts must be equal”

* it is better to agree now”

* he spoke softly as he did when he was angry

he looked at my father and shrugged his shoulders
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