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Obiocti

1. To infroduce students to early settler life on the prairies.

2. To develop a better understanding of the hardships and difficulties endured
while settling and establishing communities on the Canadian prairies,

3. To show how the prairies was developed by people from other lands.

4, To study literature written by a Canadian author.

Summun&ﬂwswm

In 1913, James Ferrier left Jericho, lowa to investigate land found near a
small town called Curlew in Alberta, Canada. He liked the land and bought it
and then returned to Jericho to prepare his family for this big step. It took two
years to arrange everything.

In 1915, Sam Ferrier and his father traveled by train to Curlew, Alberta. They
had brought with them all the tools, supplies and food that they would need to
build a house and a barn. When the house was built the rest of the family
arrived by frain with the furniture and the livestock.

Sam Ferrier experienced many exciting experiences while exploring the
prairie land that surrounded his home. He collected buffalo skulls, found a
buffalo wallow, got lost on the vast prairie with his younger brother Matt and
developed a strong friendship with a young Ukrainian boy called Gregor.

The Ferrier family worked well together to establish their new home and
learned to adapt their lifestyle to the vast prairie. They discovered and
endured the severe winter winds and blizzards during the first winter and were
very thankful that they were well prepared for them.
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Sam’s experiences with Prince, the family horse, provided him with the
freedom that he needed during his first year, A strong bond developed
between them. Prince was later called King after he had proven that he was a
clever leader of the herd of horses that were set free for the winter to fend for
themselves. Sam was very relieved and grateful when King returned on his own
to their farm in the spring.

This story provides students with a good insight info how the prairies were
settled and opened up during the early 1900°s.

Ruthor Bisgraply

Celia Barker Lottridge

Celia Barker Lottridge has earmned degrees from Stanford University,
Columbia University and the University of Toronto. She is a founding member of
the Storytellers School of Toronto and is director of the Parent-Child Mother
Goose Program, a supportive program for parents, infants and toddlers
dedicated to the pleasure of sharing rhymes and stories. She is the author of
several books for children, including the award winning picture book, "The
Name of the Tree’, illustrated by lan Wallace, published by Groundwood books. -
Her novel called "Ticket to Curlew”, published by Groundwood Books, won the
Canadian Library Association’s Book of the Year award and the Geoffrey Bilson
Historical Fiction Award. Celia makes her home in Toronto.

Other Books written by Celia are:

Something Might Be Hiding
Ten Smdall Tales

The Wind Wagon

One Watermelon Seed
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Tencker, Swput Suggestions

To the Teacher:

It is the teacher’s responsibility fo read the novel well in advance and to
make up discussion questions that may be used in conjunction with the
suggested ones in the unit. The questions should revolve around the plot,
setting, fuming point, characters and the climax of the novel. Your interest and
knowledge of the story is essential in order to maintain the enthusiasm of the
students.

. Many of the ideas in this unit are suggestions and the teacher will hové to
evaluate and select those that will best suit the needs of his/her students.

Dinected Reading Approack

1. Distribute the novels 1o the designated group of students or to the entire
class. Allow the students time to examine the cover and to make
predictions pertaining 1o the title, story and the cover. List the predictions
on the chalkboard or chart paper.

2. Discuss the title and the author using the Author Biography information,
relate interesting facts about the author to your students. This information
will help your students relate to the author and the story.

3. Duplicate the sheet called "Characters in the Novel". Distribute the sheets
to your students, Instruct them that they are to fill out the sheet each time
that they meet a new character. On the sheet, in point form, the students

- will record information on the characters’ appearance, personality and
make their own personal comments. ‘ ;

- 4. Duplicate and distribute the sheet called "Remembering and Predicting” to
each student. On this sheet, the student will summarize each chapter or
section and predict what will happen next.
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students know haw to complete both sheets. These sheets could be stored
in a Journal or Record Keeping Notebook and will be a useful tool during
discussions. |

6. The study guide could be reproduced and given out to the-students who
- will be reading the novel independently. Responses o the different
activities could be recorded in a notebook or a Reading Log or Journal.
They could also be recorded in the reproducible booklet. The students
- would illustrate a picture on the cover of the booklet.

7. Independent workers could read the novel and work on the study guide at
their own pace independently.

8. If your students do not have independent work habits, you may want to use
a more guided or directed reading approach. During this method the
students would read the chapters designated by the teacher and then

-complete the activities for the chapters,

Ouboumal Reading Approack

1. This approach 1o reading usually works well with students who have a good
reading ability and independent work habits.

2. Each day the students spend time reading chapters and completing the
sheets called "Characters in the Novel" and "Remembering and Predicting’.

3. Daily discussions should take place in small or large groups. The discussion
questions in the novel study will be helpful.

4. The activities on the sheets called "Creative Writing”, "Word Study® and
"‘Research’ could be completed during the reading of the novel or when
the novel has been completed. The number of activities completed should
‘be designated by the teacher. The activities could be recorded on the

“chalkboard, chart paper or the pages could be duplicated and
distributed.
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