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Skills and Strategies

Critical Thinking
Analyzing, inference, research,
opinions, predictions

Comprehension
Plot development,
compare/contrast,
pros/cons, point/counterpoint

Literary Elements
Foreshadowing, theme,
irony, symbolism, conflict,
characterization

Listening/Speaking
Presentation, reenactment,
discussion

Vocabulary

Writing

Across the Curriculum

Definitions, application

Essay, poetry, opinion, memaoir,
research paper, list, synopsis

Literature—lIrish authors and
poets, Charlotte M. Brame;
History—World War I, Irish
Independence, important figures
in Irish history and folklore,

the Great Depression, ethnic
groups in Brooklyn, New York;
Art—alternate cover, paintings,
collage, sketch, Irish songs,

Irish dancing




Chapter |

Frank McCourt begins his memoir by stating that no miserable upbringing can compare to that
of the poor Catholic Irish childhood. Though both were born in Ireland, Frank’s parents meet
during the Great Depression in Brooklyn, New York and are soon married, with a child on the
way. Frank is born in 1930, and his brother Malachy is born a year later. The twins Oliver and
Eugene are born a year after that. When their father is working and bringing home his wages, life
is good for the McCourt family. Angela sings for th=® Mii lrers and there is food to eat. But soon
enough, their father begins drinking away his we s, r¢. rnin 3 from the pub late at night singing
sad songs and lamenting the woeful s*"te ¢ 1. ‘ari . Tho' gh Angela tries to remind Malachy

of the desperate state of their family, M. 'ack’ ¢ atinues his drinking. He soon loses his job, but
Angela has a wish granted when_she ivie bi .1 to her first and only daughter, Margaret. Margaret
dies in her sleep only we? s !=*er, au g Angela and Malachy . fall into a deep depression.
Neighbors try to help the . mii w. e Frank’s parents grieve, na ngela’s cousins write to her
mother to send mor‘y ru % s to Ireland. The i.mil lec =s. merica hoping to find better
times in their poive 140¢

| "] Discussiof ULesrio s

L ‘o ibulary 1. Fsar. recall’ “Limerick gained a =~ atation for piety, but we

;lacious K »w was only the rain” (p+" 2,. o t.ight thi§ mgan?

cacophony It \_Jatholzc Church was d_ror inTionce on the daily life of
consumntive .he .Irzsh, and th(. astw, it of 1.sh attended church on a regular
catas” . basis. Howev . Sii e w2 chrch had more func?s than' he-comon
nove folk and coul. ‘ ffor. fo ,w.ut and malﬁtam thei* v 'dings.. 1anv
Prohibi - of th_e peor arish ongit this c'omfort since »ast of th = humes were
hangdog pecinheea damp, and miserable
sacrilege z Fi k! IcCourt inserts sori,_ ar  p« m. .aroughout his memoir.
beholden l Vhy do you think hedoes « is,” 24 .iow might it help him tell
challah his story? (Songs ands, wetry arc cery important in Irish culture,
consecrated | and when the poor | v limited means of entertainy: ..., singing

songs p.wids aay. o o remember their arseste L Roep their

Spii sup o ko e Jlany of the sorgs ai po 1ot und this
o0 . the' lu many Irish putca ti “ce us &4 eir heroes who

fc 2he vindependence from themg. 4. 1 2 poems and songselp
Mc ourt tell his life ste'v becai se' 2y« .phasize the important
dgures the Irish keg clod \to # d a.ring these hard times/

3. Why do you thi: = rar.< McCourt does not=1se. 1ot ion marks to show wheii . =n Ople
are speaking? Is thus style helpful i=otellic  his ta.  (Answers will vai. \b=be ise here are
no quotation marks when someone e. = spc._ i, the text often flows fro. on voic. 0 the next
without a perceptible break. This bler. o= . =ction, words, and thoug' ts.of . nc.rator with those
of the other characters, creating a stro. Yer sense of intimacy." “1e| arrw.r. na other speakers become
more closely bound in this way, sometimes making it hard. 7 1. ' .. = upart. The reader must pay
closer attention to who is speaking. Some readers will.»e u. om;_table with this change from
traditional storytelling while others will find th. . m' hoc . ue and effective.)

4. How does Malachy and Angela’s wi 'di. ¥ < 1e acCat? Does Malachy wed Angela willingly?
(After a brief romance with Malachy, Ar._2t be  nes pregnant. Angela’s cousins, the MacNamara
sisters, and their husbands visit Malachy 1._he pub to coerce him to marry Angela. Though Malachy
agrees, he secretly plans to escape to California. However, he drinks his escape money away and
wakes up broke the next day. He finally concedes, and the two are married a few months before
Frank is born.)
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5. What symbolic significance is there to Frank’s thought that “Malachy has dog blood and the
dog has Malachy blood” (p. 20)? (Answers will vary, but on one level the statement shows Frank’s
innocence and naiveté in thinking his brother and the dead dog have the same blood. On a more
symbolic level, the statement may reveal an unfair Depression-Era stereotype about the Irish and
other minority groups—that their blood is no better than that of a common dog. Minorities were
treated poorly and lived in relative squalor during that period of time, and the statement connects
the lives of minorities with the life of a stray dog, al’st1 ggling to survive.)

6. What story does Frank’s father tell him that' ank'< nsid:rs his own? Why does he make
such a claim to this story? (Frank® fatl' r+ s = the story of Cuchulain. Because Malachy tells
the story to Frank before anyone else. . ak © la . s” the story and the bond with his father it represents.
For the story to be told to anyorcels wo. d r.can Frank must give up this bond with his father.)

7. Describe Angela, ana ~p:. m' 7 /5he changes in the fii  cli oter. Is she a good mother?
Is she what you = ula on der “strong”? (Fra ik s¢* 5. s 1 xthe.’s troubles began when she was
born, implyine hor ') hac aiways been difficult. ¥ hirshe  eeins hopeful during most of the first
chapter, h¢ hopes_ 'i<e as the family struggl<. with ‘aiuciy’s alcoholism and Margaret’s death.
Ansic.ow. e . Angela seems rather< sy o imes, crying when Malachy runs off to the pub
ati + th 1 forbidding his drinkingr W an ultimatum. She also gives in when Malachy
sisee at Frank does not neei. * n.. 'dlac.me, although her secoi 1 sea is<iven a middle name,
vich may show she doeg® vi.. sc_es o ttles. In good times shi . :gs unc app ars to love Malachy,
but in bad times sha=ak. mtd lepression and wants tebe o wne. he jights with Malachy to make
him understand th ¢ hiearen need food ana supg rt, . it s a losing battle. Whilstngela’s
cousiz are . orc civac'.d assertive with the s an. ./ igela has a hard time kee, = ‘ai_~hy
in line. Vhil. Ang la constantly fights a=up, 'l be. e to support her children’ so: i see her
bouts of . ¢ ssion, her leaving the chi ire= o', " for themselvesvhen ... .ga’ t ¢. 5, and her
inability 1o rebuff her alcoholic ¥ st 1a as< eaknesses.)

8. In his book The Granes«tV._at, =7 .hor John Steinbeck at. . “i vou're in trouble or hurt or

need—go to pa « puv ol Tt +'re the only ones thut’ll he »—" "¢ only ones.” How is this idea
exemplified in" e fit  chi.pter of the book? (A’ nic gh mos of the McCourts’ neighbors and
shop owners are ;. 2 financial situations na- ", e izthe poor areas of Brookl: 1. they offer food,

assistance, and go out of their way to r.elvs ni - fu. v their timesof ne u. “or exa ipie the
Italian shop owner probably reclizc *“ha Fre. X scle cunanas, buttie si™ ¢ s Faans a bag of fruit
to help feed his siblings. Frank’c aei, bor. Ars. Leibowitz and" frs. acs ‘orc, ok for the children
and share their meals ¢ _°n< " jug the, ave families of their aw._ to" arry ubout.)

9. Do you think?hi. . e 12 ai !Dalia’s assistanca is vory . =i fui .t the end of the first:Zmapr 2
Is returning to =l n¢ 3ood idea? (Answers w var, ‘bui _ seems the MacNamara s s are
attempting to rid .. 1selves of a problem me< " ar. ctuc .1y help the McCourts. V' hit = the
McCourts’ economic situation in Ami.a is| aky theie is no telling if th. 2. Irc_mc wyill be any
better, especially with Malachy’s inal 'ic, 2 ho o a steady job.)

10. Prediction: What might Angela’s il 1ess in the last para, ap! oi .ia te. I foreshadow?

Supplementary Activities

1. Research the stories and myths of t':e ic . ‘c risi. % are Cuchulain. Write a brief essay about
your findings, and compare Cuchula 1 1. hs and heroic figures from other cultures. Are
there similarities? differences? Be prepa ! to discuss your findings in class.
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Sociogram

Directions: On the “spokes” surrounding each character’s name, write several adjectives that
describe that character. How does one character influence another? On the arrows joining
one character to another, write a description of the reI tlonshlp between the two characters.
Remember, relationships go both ways, so each li qs a descriptive word.
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es on these lines

Aunt Aggie
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