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Pre-reading Activities

The Political Novel

As you read and study Animal Farm, it is very important to have an understanding of the
political events which Orwell was satirizing. Without such an understanding, the novel can be
read as little more than a sad children's story about animals. As Animal Farm concerns
revolutions in general, it is wise to study the reasons people revolt against their governments.
Since the specific parallels in Animal Farm have to do with the Russian Revolution of 1917, it is
necessary to have a basic understanding of the events and the most important political figures
in those events.

Why Revolution?

Regarding revolutions in general, you might begin€ "\ uni. W res€arching thedeasor
revolutions and writing an impromptu essay in_class. " %e imipgrtant thing to gi = heres
that revolutions occur when people are dissat’ ile. with* ieurrent conditions an< shen
there is a leader to unite them againstl weal " ¥ 1a¢ 1ed/ enemy.” The exf cC tons'oi tHose
who revolt are always that conditions w: mp: rinem after the reve 0. ¢ & wag
Orwell's opinion that revolutions werf Hoiri s becduse they only resu!tec ¥af ling one

tyrant for another due to the corruotii. wnati = of power. What d¢ yor ulready kiftow about
life under Communist rule? The « waticiinAhe Soviet Union un. ¢ Go/ ackev provide a
good basis for study, as do th{ sad € ats in"Beijing, Chifa.

The Nature of Powza*

Thisis also a gc e nity t@ write about theic¢. = (¢ power. What has power over
you? What coulG™Cause y U tg behave in 26, unc aractesis® Cway? The need to acquire social
acceptance is a pows nfiuence on youny ¢ sis the desire for expensive clothing,

stereos, cars, and other material goods. A"»oh  1d arugs can also exert power. Discuss the
extent to which you feel these cultural & cts ha' »pgwer over young people. Then you can
move on to a consideration of who_ halds £ ttical pOwer in the school, the community, and
the state and federal government;
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Animal Farm
Chapters 7-10 Quiz

Write Your Own Fable

Orwell used animal characters to represent real people, and events in Animal Farm to stand for
real events to which he was opposed. You have probably watched shows on television which
satirize current events and people in much the same way. Now is your chance to make your
own subtle statements about a situation or event you would like to satirize. This worksheet
will help you to organize your thoughts, plan your characters, and outline your plot.

1. First, think of a situation or event you would like to satirize:

2. Think carefully about the people you will in
animals you will use to represent them.

Real People

3. Orwell used Man

4. On the back of rief plot outline. Be sure to include the following:
Exposition,& » , Falling Action, Dénouement (or ending).

5. You're now ready

e~
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Chapter 7

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Why is the windmill rebuilt with walls three feet thick?
Who never loses heart in spite of worsening conditions?

Food falls short in January and starvation seems near, but it is important to whom not
to let the outside world know?

What tricks are used to fool Mr. Whymper?

Give some examples of how Napoleon is becomi

The chickens must surrender their eggs now. i ,
hens die. What are the other animals told a

Where is Snowball said to be living no

What explanati
Describe

What is
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Matching: Write the letter of the correct character next to

his/her description. E’ \I\/AV:i/ierer
c. neighboring animals
16. One of the next-door neighbors. d. Boxer
17.  Lured away from the farm by a human. e. Mollie
18. A broker hired to arrange trade with humans. f.. Napoleon
1 . . . g. Snowball
9. Originator of the windmill plan. h Frederick
20. "l will work harder.” i.  Benjamin
21. A goat who can read quite well. j.  the nine dogs

22. Cynical and non-committal.
23. Showed signs of rebellion.

24. Pronounces death sentence on S

no
25. Enforcers of Napoleon's rules. Q
True-False: Write “true” next to true ate®u next to state

false. Remember to read each state

26. Neighboring farme al Farm.
27. Snowball h
28. Boxe

29.
30.

Short Answer: An question bri

31. How were the animals able to br of stone into manageable pieces?

32. How did the pigs ch

ommandment, “No animal shall sleep in a bed”?

33.  What "evi o support Napoleon's opinion of who had destroyed the
windmill?
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