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Name

As | Lay Dying

Activity #1 e Anticipation Guide
Use Before Reading

Directions: Rate the following statements before you read the story. Compare and discuss
your ratings with a partner. After you have completed the novel, discuss the ratings again in
light of the story.

AN L b W N =

N

. Family is everything.
. No one knows you like your family.
. Every family has its secrets.

. The family that prays together stays together.

1 2 3 4 5 6

agree strongly strongly disagree

Before Aftér

. Blood is thicker than water.

. Home is where the heart is.

. Happy families are alike; every unhappy family s unhappy

in its own way. (Leo Tolstoy)

8. The family, with its narrew privacy and tawedlry secrets, is the

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

source of all our disconterits. (Sir Edmund Leach)

. The family is an octopus whose tentacies we never quite

escape. (Dodie Smith)
Mother knows best. (Edina Ferber)
There is no good father, thal’s the rule. (Sartre)

| am not-my brother’s keeper.
Don't speak ill of the dead.
Dysfunctional tamilies are the rule these days.
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As | Lay Dying
Study Questions

page 2

Pages 68-99

1
2
3
4
5.
6
7
8

*9.
*10.

. How does Cora figure out that Addie has died?

. How careful is Cash about his workmanship?

. What does Vardaman think his mother has become?

. What have Tull and the others retrieved and returned to Dr. Peabody?

Why is Cora complaining about Anse?

. How long has Addie been dead when Darl and Jewel return?
. Why will the Bundrens have to take the long way to Jefferson?
. How does Jewel react when Darl points out it-isn’t Jewels horse that died?

Why is Jewel in such a fury about getting the cofiin into the wagon?
Prediction: How will Cash’s worries about the coffin turn out?

Pages 100-136

1
2
3
4
5.
6
7
8

*9.
*10.

. What work does Tull plan to have Cash do for him?

. What does Dewey Deli say she:is carrying in the basket?
. Why do the others take ofi without Jewel?

. Why is Anse eimbarrassed by Darl?

How does Samson suggest that Anse change his plans—and why?

. Where do the Bundrens spend the night?
. What does Samson find in the barn after the Bundren’s leave?
/Why does lewel snap at Tull to go back to his plowing?

Why.did Anse get so angry when he found out about Jewel’s horse?
Prediction: What will happen when the Bundrens try to cross the water?
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As | Lay Dying
Name Activity #7 e Characterization
Use During Reading

Sociogram

Faulkner shifts point of view frequently, an experimental technique that can be confusing for
the reader. The following activity is designed to help you keep track of the characters as you
form your impressions of each individual and his/her relationship with thé others.

Directions: As you “hear from” each character, add describing words and phrases to the
“rays” around each name. When you find clues to the nature of the relationships between

the children and parents, jot down ideas about the relationship on the appropriate “arims”
between the parents and children.

Addie

Anse \

Dewey
Dell
Vardaman
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