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The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman

Activity #1 • Prereading
Use Before Reading 
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Getting the “Lay of the Land”

Directions: Prepare for reading by answering the following short-answer questions.

1. Who is the author?

_________________________________

2. What does the title suggest to you about the book?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

3. When was the book first copyrighted?

_________________________________

4. How many pages are there in the book?

_________________________________

5. Thumb through the book. Read three pages—one from near the beginning, one from
near the middle, and one from near the end. What predictions can you make about
the book?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

6. Use five to ten adjectives to describe the face that appears on the front cover.

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman
Activity #7 • Vocabulary

Book III: The Plantation, pp. 135–170
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Give an antonym.

Give a synonym.

Directions: Write each vocabulary word on a piece of paper (one word per piece). Make a
spinner using the circle below. Now play the following game with a classmate. (It is a good
idea to have a dictionary and thesaurus handy.) Place the papers in a small container. The
first player draws a word from the container. The player then spins the spinner and follows
the direction where the pointer lands. For example, if the player draws the word “loping”
and lands on “Define,” the player must define the word loping. If the player’s partner accepts
the answer as correct, the first player scores one point and play passes to the second player.
If the player’s partner challenges the answer, the first player uses a dictionary or thesaurus to
prove the answer is correct. If the player can prove the answer is correct, the player earns
two points. If the player cannot prove the answer is correct, the opposing player earns two
points. Play continues until all the words have been used. The player with the most 
points wins.

Vocabulary Wheel

loping (136) *cuckleburrs (143) rascality (147) uppity (152)
seep (156) dike (157) spillways (158) brogans (161)
asafetida (161) castor oil (161) smoking (162) jobo cane (165)
Sicilians (166) (*spelling in novel)
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The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman
Activity #11 • Critical Thinking

Use During/After Reading

Directions: The abolishment of slavery caused many changes. Write some of them in the
chart below. For each effect, indicate whether the change is positive or negative.

CAUSE

EFFECTS

Freedom

Cause/Effect Chart
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The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman
Activity #16 • Literary Analysis

Use After Reading

Thematic Analysis

Directions: On each spoke of the circle, write a theme or central idea from The Autobiography
of Miss Jane Pittman.

What is the author’s
main message?

What did you learn
from the book?M M

The
Autobiography of
Miss Jane Pittman
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