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Skills and Strategies

Critical Thinking
Creative thinking, brainstorming,
inferences, opinions, predictions,
researching, evaluating decisions

Comprehension
Story mapping, compare/contrast,
cause/effect

Literary Elements

Symbolism, character analysis,
themes, setting, point of view, tone

Vocabulary
Definitions, application,
synonyms/antonyms, word maps

Writing
Essays, poetry, reviews, journals,
letters, narrative, descriptive, short
stories

Speaking/Listening
Discussion, oral presentation,
poetry performance, acting

Across the Curriculum
Literature—dream journals, Dahl’s
other novels, Jack and the
Beanstalk; Geography—maps,
England, countries of the world;
Social Studies—charities, forms of
government; Art—cover art,
advertisements, drawing, painting,
collage, posters; Drama—plays,
films, TV interviews
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The Witching Hour-The Marvellous Ears

Unable to sleep, Sophie looks outside and sees a giant carrying a trumpet and a large suitcase. He
stops walking and blows something into a window. Sophie hides under her blanket, but the giant
reaches through the window and plucks her out of bed. The giant flees to a distant cave. Sophie
fears the giant will eat her, but he explains that he is the BFG (Big Friendly Giant) and he does
not eat “human beans.” However, the other giants do.

The BFG says he cannot let Sophie go because she ¢71. s« 1 pC ple about him. He says the other
giants are stronger than him. He warns her te.sta, but ¢. igh?; otherwise, the other giants will
eat her. Sophie tells the BFG that she i un ap, a. he ¢ phanage, and the BFG cries. He tells her
that he collects dreams, which he ca= . 1 'tk _iis enormous ears.

L scuossion Questions

Vocabular .. What is “the witchin ho ,” .nd what is Sophie doing at this
] il v time? (Somec=onc to.. “phie that the witching hour was “a
tliav‘; special mew. < he niddle of the night when every child and every
clia

grown- hos inadeep deep sleep” [p. 10]. “Dark things” come out

| gle ce “onherr b ling places and roam t7°C Carth. Sophie has trouble
ierce

S 2pi 5, so she watches the m« b .5 ory through her window.

stride She cventually looks outside.

blaze

match z. Describe the figaze { ph st 5 on the street. Wha* (. Jes the

rem. < tigure do? (&~ fi. re" o tall “its head was hic'er' 0 e

fishy upstairsa=adc s o) e houses” [p. 12], and v iile et like'a

cellar person, s iy is not human. e i ur. we siuolack cloak and

curious ¢ rrie alex C suitcase and a long. u . mj t. Ihe figure opens the

soil S. ‘ca ., pours something fr. 2 a las. ‘ar ..o the trumpet, and

forgive J 2lows the trumpet intosthe up. 7ir. = wow of a house. No noise
comes out of the truz, ¢, but v atever the figure poured into it is

blown into the.xo0i

3. What is different about the way the ¢iar. sp. ks. wk ydo you thi 2k th:o thortad lim
speak this way? (The giant’s « eec 5 s. ny but creutive. His gre umi. is' cor' ct, and he uses a
lot of unusual, funny, descripfiv. wo. 's th. > sound made-up. M.uny. the arc similar to real words
but spelled differently. » asv. s w_'va.y. This might show th¢t v g #is not formally educac
and may have lear.  “h_ vo. ‘bulury on his own. Or, wee’c #lor 1. v have given the giant a<fra._ e

vocabulary to a. 'a ~e; of fun or humor to the ¢ “ac v or make it clear that he is i *£om
the regular world.,

4. How is the BFG different from otl. = dan ? W 1at do you think this' s »6 b character?
(The BFG says, “All the others is gob. in 2eop.c| up every night, but<"2t n. .1 .a nice and
jumbly Giant in Giant Country” [p. 3= : Uniike the other gicits, 'z = = tc ~at humans. The BFG
also has enormous ears and is 24 feet Lull, yet he is the smalle “ ¢ “all #2 Jiants. He wears what
appear to be normal clothes, he is cleaner than the other § 1ts, na ..¢ lives in a cave with normal
furniture. The other giants are at least twice hi’ siz¢ ur. w. v onuy short skirts. They are ugly, with
large bellies, long arms, and big feet. Ansv. s v Il vy, | it this suggests that the BFG is a “good
guy” and the other giants are “bad gu, ")

5. Why won't the BFG let Sophie go hon. = (The BFG will not let Sophie go home because he cannot
let her tell people that giants exist. He feels tnat people will “be catching [him] and locking [him]
into a cage to be stared at” [p. 31]. He does not want to be put in a z0o.)

o)}
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. Describe Sophie’s life. How does the BFG react to her story? (Sophie’s parents died when she was
a baby. She dislikes living in an orphanage, especially because Mrs Clonkers punishes the children by
locking them “in the dark cellar for a day and a night without anything to eat or drink” [p. 39].
Sophie hates the rats in the cellar, but she also does not like Giant Country and is sad to be trapped
there. The BFG cries because her story is sad. He also feels guilty for kidnapping Sophie and keeping
her in a place she dislikes.)

. What does the BFG collect? How does he colle=c ¢ n?< "he BFG collects dreams, in particular
“dreams that is giving the dreamers a happv.tin. ' [p. < 1. Thz dreams are “very mysterious things”
that are “floating around in the air® 9. 4 .[.. 2 ¢ not< e them, but he can hear them with his
enormous ears. He catches them iv.a .t “ e, ime way [humans] is catching butteryflies” [p. 47]
and collects them in bottles.)

. What is special about "we" "G < a:s? (His large ears allow im._ 2 “hear absolutely every single
twiddly little thina™ n. = . J > says Sophie is de “cor ya. 1 v hir., and he can hear the “secret
whisperings of the xo 1" p. 43], such as ants tal._ag o1  another. He can move his ears in any
direction ti neip b +iear. The BFG says he/ew Sc hie was watching him from her window
Yec.o. e u! hear her heart beating,

re. ~ti n: If the BFG does not « t 1,up ns, what does he eat?

Supplementary / :tiv'.es

1. Creati== .. ak 'g: 0= pages 25-30 of th »o\ 1," e} ‘G describes how peopl’ f=n s =cific

count. 'sta. :t¢ giants, e.g., “Turks frori. urke is wasting of turkey” (p/ -0 Choa ¢ ten
cities o1 *at . from a U.S. map, and’ n2%= v iliy associations for ¥t p<Hp from those
places miont taste like to giant'. . »auuple s include, “Texans ta 21 «"0asc and “People
from Boston taste like bea: :.”

. Sequencing: Fil' 11 21 st 0 boxes of the Creat® a Tir. L. »activity on page 22 of this
guide to illustr. » ma r ¢ _nts in this section. £2C tinue t_f{ill in the boxes as you read.

. Writing: Keep a jo = .«" Jf the drears you wve s read the novel. Recol .2 a7
details about the dreams as you can..‘re 10t o1 aer. good? Do¢ »ur mt aber< iy cetails
after you wake up? Where @ 'ye .nii. - e h dream comes.fr¢ 22 ( »u o1 st have to share
your journals with the class)
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Thought Bubble

Directions: In the graphic below, write what the BFG may have been thinking when the other
giants were tossing him in the air. Write from the BFG’s point of view.
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