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Pre-reading Research on the Setting
Directions
Fill in this chart with facts about the time and place of the novel. Then make some
predictions about The Barn.
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Name______________________________ The Barn
Activity #2

Use Before Reading

FACTS & SOURCE

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

PREDICTIONS

1.

2.

3.

1.

2.

3.

Oregon
Territory

Spring
1855



Name_____________________________
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Directions
Sort the vocabulary words you’ve seen into categories to help you remember them.
You may choose whatever categories you like. Here are a few suggestions to get you
started: new or unfamiliar tools, actions, descriptive words, nouns for feelings…

The Barn
Activity #5: Vocabulary
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Book Honors
Identify each of these book honors listed on the back cover of The Barn.

Name______________________________ The Barn
Activity #8: Research

How often declared?
Honoring group:
Other books so honored:

How often declared?
Honoring group:
Other books so honored:

How often declared?
Honoring group:
Other books so honored:

How often declared?
Honoring group:
Other books so honored:

How often declared?
Honoring group:
Other books so honored:

Booklist Editor’s
Choice

ALA Notable Books

American Bookseller
Pick of the Lists

Chicago Tribune
Best Book for Young

Readers

Teacher’s Choice 1995
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Directions
Here are a series of comparisons. Choose one of the book’s characters to analyze using
at least five of the comparisons. State which option the character would, in your opin-
ion, prefer and then tell why.

Character: _____________________________________

•  breakfast or dinner?

•  rock band or string quartet?

•  Niagara Falls or Mt. Saint Helens?

•  fire or water?

•  a mountain or a valley?

•  a screened patio or a picture window?

•  “a stitch in time…” or “better late than never”?

•  the tortoise or the hare?

•  a babbling brook or a placid lake?

•  a fly swatter or fly-paper?

•  a motorcycle or a tricycle?

Name______________________________ The Barn
Activity #14: Characterization and Thinking


