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Skills and Strategies

Critical Thinking
Predictions, brainstorming,
analysis, compare/contrast,
inferences

Comprehension
Creative thinking, identifying
attributes, supporting judgments,
cause/effect

Literary Elements
Point of view, literary
devices, character analysis,
conflict/resolution, story
mapping, theme

Vocabulary
Crossword puzzle, word map,
usage, synonyms, definitions,
limericks

Writing
Journal entry, freewriting,
persuasive writing, poetry, short
story, sequel, report, alternate
ending

Listening/Speaking
Scene reenactment, oral
presentation, discussion

Across the Curriculum
Literature—author research, Gone
with the Wind, other novels about
pets; Health/Safety—health codes
regarding animals in public places;
Social Studies—missionary trips,
history of Florida, the Civil War;
Science—constellations, thunder;
Art—map, sketch, painting,
collage, cover design, print
advertisement; Research—candy
origins; Viewing—Because of Winn-
Dixie film (2005); Music—song
selection




Chapters One-Four

One day in the Winn-Dixie grocery store in Naomi, Florida, India Opal Buloni encounters a
scrufty, happy-go-lucky dog. To save the dog from the pound, Opal claims he belongs to her.
Opal’s father, the new preacher at the Open Arms Baptist Church of Naomi, grudgingly allows
Opal to keep the dog. As she grooms her new dog, whom she names Winn-Dixie, Opal begins
talking about her absent mother. This leads Opal to ask her father about her mother. The preacher
agrees to tell Opal ten things about her mother, incle dir 5 that she was funny, could run fast,
couldn’t cook, enjoyed stories, and loved Opal vi©.  mu

Discussic . Q escons

Vocabulary 1.7 o dc - the author use the enening paragraph of the novel to
] « 2 .he reader into the st< /7" ‘nswers will vary, but students
skidded might mention thet the<.. o1 egi. 5 with a “mini-summary” of
missionary how Opal found a<'ag' tth grocery store and then backtracks to
distracter recount the as'aul ac vt~ what happened. The author uses humor

SCIUGQRS by compaving ... Opul was supposed to get at the store [macaroni-
R U W and«h a7 wlkirice, and tomatoes] to what she actually got [a

| spe ficully 0g) After+ ading this first paragr¢ on. the reader will likely want to
natted k_aw e rest of the story.)
msulted
twitched [ 2. Whatis Opal’s first iz, »esi an' " the dog in the grocery store?
nerve (Opal describes tnadc as' bi,, ugly dog that “lookec .ine he was
nudy having a rear .oa mc . 8]. Opal is obvioushs om0y v 1 dog,
conste Matic .s even if s""idoe. 't tr ik he is particularly attré ctizc SEZS especially

aphreci. “tie way the dog “sv les” it s r.)

3. Why do you think Opal r¢'cu. “inedog in the grocery: ‘ore’ (~ sw 2 .ill vary, but most
students will likelx=aliz tha Op. 7 eels sorry for the dog ai " be “eve. he is special. The dog’s
energy and silliv. s lec. " C, 2l U claim him, even thor *h she N ws this might be foolish of her.)

4. In what ways dc W 1n-Dixie actually seem t. 2! cady belong to Opal? (The vy listens when
Opal calls him, even responding to the .ani sh. =p( ~ ae usly gives him. Hesnts 0 ) Opal in
the produce department and then ¢ edic 1y o s i “out of the store. He | o rewi. s still while
Opal examines him once they ure ve cide. \t wie end of Chapte Or ~ he 95 v xs alongside Opal
all the way home.)

5. Why did Opalan. er atl - move to Naomi, Floisda. "N at' Opal’s only complairtabc t
her father? (Oy 'a a fatiier moved to Naomi < ca. 2 G, s father accepted an offe| ‘e« ccor
the new preacher v._ e Gpen Arms Baptist Ck==<n" " Na. ni. Opal’s only complai ~a > o
father is that “he spends so much tin 9reac ‘ng er 1, ..King about preaci. g~ ge  ng! cady to
preach” [p. 13] that she doesn’t feel \ 7, onr._ . to him. She even refers v hir. as e preacher”
rather than using a term of endearme. = .. so0 seems that Opal has ( 1+ dane v tiaditional “adult”
household tasks, such as grocery shopy. ag, because her father =t ) busy v th his work.)

6. Why do you think Opal compares her father to “a tui " : hi ng.iside its shell” (p. 16)?
(Answers will vary but might include that Opa’ feel nic_‘a. er dwells in his own world, only
occasionally poking his head into the real »rla i.e Op !"s world]. Opal might also feel that her
father has built a protective barrier bé._2ei +. = lf aiu the real world. Perceptive readers might
conclude that Opal’s father has been hu, * the ast, judging from the absence of Opal’s mother.)
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7.

1c

11.

12.

Discuss how Opal convinces her father to let her keep Winn-Dixie. (Opal begins the
conversation by reminding her father about what he preaches—that people should help the less
fortunate. Next, Opal presents Winn-Dixie as a “Less Fortunate” who needs her help. Winn-Dixie
seals his own fate by plopping his shaggy head in the preacher’s lap, making even the preacher
realize how much the dog needs a loving home.)

How does Opal improve Winn-Dixie’s appearance?’ Opal bathes the dog, dries him, and brushes
his fur. Though she cannot do anything immediatt, b ut ! = thin frame, she intends to feed him
well. Opal even attempts to brush the dog’s teetr. vith'r.  owr toothbrush.)

What does Opal feel she has in cc. mopr’v. h Vini.-Dixie? Why do you think she feels so
comfortable talking to the dog? Op ' c wudes that since neither she nor Winn-Dixie has much
of a family, they are “almost Iz oi 1a. 7 [p. 21]. She also asg= mes that Winn-Dixie probably
doesn’t remember muc, oo " h_ = _uther, just like Opal can' en mber much about hers. Answers
will vary, but Opa’= “ely zel ~omfortable talking to V.. Di. 2 bccause [1] she feels she and
Winn-Dixie have g='w inyly similar situations, [2; e 'og ‘ems to pay attention, understand, and
almost res’ nd to. = words, [3] Opal does 1 nave my jnends in Naomi, so Winn-Dixie is the first
ivir', « "y ha uas confided in, [4] herthes s v ) pusy with his work to spend much time with

er, nd ] she likely has mixed f¢'lir._~ . i .er mother, who left long ago.)

© "hat 1s the preacher’s reastic  to ‘pai asking for details 2ot = = ni ther? Why do you
«1ink he reacts this way (The p .cher freezes when Opa’_ sk. 1irwg" tell ner ten things about
her mother, av_:oul 1 he.e. < ally agrees to docn. Arw s vy but might include that the
preachex="=nc rcpuri | for Opal’s questic and the spc king about a woman he ¢ 1 laves s
painfi. ‘or b t.)

How do ne .etails the preacher giv. s ©wal' _ut her motherzevea™.. » ' xe. feelings about
his wife?' 'he preacher tells Opc n. =y del Shtful things about he, w0 . |7g., wnat she was
funny, grew plants well, cou: 1. ias” and was knowledge ~le [ rou stu. ind planets], but he also
tells Opal that he® = the ac t arnking problem “and left | er. .a .l she didn’t leave one thing
behind” [p. 29]. "hou;  h. « nembers his wife affec* ~ately, e preacher obviously resents that she
abandoned her k. ban and child.)

Prediction: How will Opal’s and he. fat. r's hor ~ 1y s change asa res.. 01 vvir 1-D xie’s
presence in the house?

Supplementary Activ. ‘es

1.

Health: Read a. »u_h.  h codes in your state . “arc ag « mals in public places, p r+'Colal,
in places where 1¢ ! is sold or consumed, *"ite wo « three paragraphs exp’ 1 18 % you
think the store manager in the no” “ord ed Wii._.-Dixie removed i o= e Or¢

Social Studies: Conduct supervised es chion missionary trips " 7arr1s« wuntries. Then,
participate in a class discussion abc « the purpose of mit ion'ry = __ ar.a what Opal'’s
father’s participation in one such tr.p might reveal abomt i< ‘“harteicr

Science: Research a constellation of your choice foo=, © e By Dipper, Ursa Major, Cassiopeia,
Draco), and diagram your chosen constallai on' ith  a _itally or on paper.

o
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Conflict

The conflict of a story is the struggle between two people or two forces. There are three main
types of conflict: person vs. person, person vs. nature or society, and person vs. self.

Directions: The characters experience some conflicts i
names of three major characters. In the space p
Then, explain how each conflict is resolved.i=.th stor

he story. In the chart below, list the
ist® conflict each character experiences.

Resolution \\

‘bw'/

lution \\

J

S

<

Conflict
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