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Skills and Strategies

Comprehension Vocabulary
Predicting, sequencing, Target words, definitions,
story mapping, cause/effect, applications

inference, summarization

. Listening/Speaking
ertlng Discussion, oral presentation
Research, essay, poetry,

riddle, dirge, precis Across the Curriculum

Music—appropriate
selections, ballad;
Art—collage, sketch;
Drama—script

Literary Elements
Characterization, simile,
metaphor, kenning, theme,
symbolism, irony

Thinking
Research, compare/contrast,
analysis




Note: Examples of similes, metaphors, and kennings found in each section are included in

the Supplementary Activities. Guide students to identify these devices and the use of alliteration
and caesura (see pages xxviii-xxix) as they read the novel. If students have their own books,

have them underline examples of alliteration and mark examples of caesuras. Use an overhead
transparency of the Foreshadowing Chart on page 7 of this guide to list foreshadowing

clues as they occur in the poem. Guide students as they. identify the occurrence of the
foreshadowed event.

Lines 1-319, pp. 3-23

The Danes’ King Hrothgar, of thelit ag. ot _i1teld Sheafson, builds Heorot, a hall for his thanes.
Grendel wreaks havoc or’ Jrathg s =n. After hearing of Gr¢. ‘=l’s destruction, Beowulf sails
from Geatland to defend v > L el

Discussion Questiol
1. Discuss the i £ na( b»n about Shield Sheafson and his lineage.
Analyz thastatalient, “Behavior that’s admired is the path to
row - ainor g people everywhere”’ .. 5) in conjunction with
S: hatl m’s lineage. Ascertainse’ . 'y _f this exhortation in
oG, s world. (Sheafson ov. “or. s 1T oeginning as a foundling to
vecome a powerf . gof v g ho Conquers the foes of his people.
His son, Beoy' bec mc ren wned as a young prince V. 10iaspizes
enduring loys.  an. laic, yains recognition as v l-rcxar 2d king.
His heird aulfda. 2«a.50 becomes a notabla“ing.<ia Tane’s son,
HreZlvan, cun - wisely, develops a m.hty ar-.y. «. " builds a hall,
E 2006 us men. At Heox't, th /', sy, s _n to a skilled poet
«ec. e story of creation, ar. re. ivel wards each night. Because
the prudent beh( ior 'Sr. af‘c ., Beow, Halfdane, ar 1 Hrotr._ r p.omotes admiration and loyalty
amonyg their follc ers,  ich of the kings becomes * ywi ful ana wealthy. Responses 14ll vary.

pp. 3-9)

2. Examine the data about Grende¢  hit »ri, 1, he Jrcites him to Viole coaga’ oo Hrothgar's
kingdom, and his effect on et \gdc . Grendel is a deraon ;1w 2 o wiltree of Cain, who
killed his brother Abel ¢1d h' :a. 2 a. <tcast, producing a linec £ ac aon. nd giants. Grende’
becomes enraged v 2n | 2> h_rs jo ful sounds from FE orot. b li. wnsthe poet telling the st
of creation by< * A . b v G 1, the same God w!'0 o’ ‘aw ' “air., the patriarch of his ¢ .. He
attacks at night,” =« al., illing thirty of Hrothge. ~ tha s. kic continues his onslazshit | owilve
years, refusing to n._ tiate with Hrothgar, cc’ si..g I 2rov w0 stand empty.and des ter, an..
haunting the hall at night. Hrothgar  agd 1 i$ n chaos, riveted by terr . i ox’linty.
Hrothgar’s counselors resort to pagan iti =1 un attempt to defeat " ade vp -13)

| Voci ulary

fo adl 1g (3)
01ques (7)
nathema (9)

wassail (11) |
parley (13)

rabic 13)

thane 15)

interlo, « (19)
mongering (21)

3. Analyze why Grendel does not take over Hrothgar’s thrc e.| Gou pro cts the throne.
Hrothgar’s reign symbolizes good, e.g., he acknowledges th¢ Av ' . v Gud. The demon Grendel, a
descendant of the first murderer, symbolizes evil. p. 1.2}

4. FExamine the introduction of the Geat¢ arri ri *fo '« e plot. Analyze his heroic
characteristics. (He is a powerful me. of ¢ < ineu, - and is noted as the mightiest man on earth.
Heroic qualities: responds to the need oy % rs, able to enlist the best men to accompany him;

o 95UDI JOS(] WOOISSD|)-3|BUIS o JONPOIY SHU( [SAON| B|GOPPOJUMO(] o

has the appearance of a valiant, adventurc._ man; fulfills obligations; speaks eloquently; offers his ks
help and counsel. pp. 15-21) 3
:
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5. Discuss the watchman'’s reaction to the arrival of the Geats and what this reveals about the
Shieldings. (The watchman carefully guards the Danish sea-cliffs against intruders. He demands to
know why the Geats have come, and after hearing their leader’s explanation, he undauntedly offers
to escort them inland. Before leaving them, he invokes God’s blessings. The Shieldings, under King
Hrothgar, are cautious and alert to the possibility of enemy invaders. They reflect their leader’s
courage and honor. They primarily adhere to the tenets of Christianity. pp. 17-23)

Supplementary Activities

1. Have students research burial rites for ei=htl. “entu. « Scandinavian kings and participate in
an oral discussion correlating Shi 4 § _.e=. »n bur" .1 with historical facts.

2. Have students list three kenniri : a. 11 itify what they metaphorically describe, then add
three kennings for ezch.sect. n « rou.ghout the book.

3. Literary Devices: Metc ho —suil/moon: lamrlightiate 2 (1 9) Simile—“...she (the ship)
flew like a bird/ (r 17, Zanings—scourge ormi 'y v be , wrecker of mead-benches, terror
of the hal ., op’ S :ld Sheafson, whale«mad. xcc 27p. 3); ring-giver: Sheafson (p. S); hall-
watchar, « atlshiadow: Grendel (pp..11, 7 re _ure-seat: throne (p. 13); word-hoard:

'o¢ bu. 'y (.. 19)

Lines 320-66" pr:23- 'S

Hrothgar recanize Bolwvu ['s name and weleomes h 1. £ ovialf vows to fight Gre iuel. Beowulf

defends hi ‘selt’ ra. st"Cuferth’s verbal chal: .ge. duc = Wealhtheow welcer s boow 1t
v - | Discirasio. = . stiuns
ocabulary 1o D alsstinc reception Beowulf 7 .G his 27 ors receive in
formidable (27 De. ark. What does thls 1 'e'z ab¢ it the Geats and the '
lament (31) . anes? (Wulfgar, a we rrior ch < g..cstions them first and believes
brook (35) they have come bect use If their oravery. Beowulf, whe has
pinioned (39) especially imp=" ea . ul£ =, reveals his name and s’ *o e the
mizzle (41) king. Weltge aa. ces urot.gar to see t!”m. I' (0. gar.re: jgnizes
Seor s an. because he had kne n.E_xw. s I ther, and has

I ara arv ous tales of his sor s s gth. He scnds Wulfgar to_get
Beowulf and his men, ¢ ap.  sizi. - the. they are welcome in De. uar "he Geats appear well. <1
and worthy of resp. 6 'y o not jorce their way inte_the in dos . and have come only te-herp
the Danes. The ai s caucious but hospitable < d" e tr._kful for Beowulf’s offer o ha',.

pp- 23-27)

2. Examine what Beowulf reveals ab.  hin -lf " 1d nis purpose in cor. g » i ' iark. (He
reveals his kinship to Hygelac and te. = 1 *hx... about some of his ex"vits, 2.g.. e battled and
bound five beasts, raided the trolls” dc .ain and killed themg and<1v. 1. own people against
their enemies. After hearing of the dea.n and destruction Grer ‘el ‘= ca=a'.g, he has come to defend
the Danes by fighting Grendel hand-to-hand, without wé. ons. e ..iderstands his fate if Grendel
defeats him but is willing to risk his life and 5 he' .o, 1 « der o free the Danes from the terror.
pp. 29-31)

3. Analyze Hrothgar’s reply to Beowui. n w - this implies. (He tells the story of a feud
Beowulf’s father began that caused the ac of rdeatholaf, a Wulfing. Hrothgar healed the feud
by financially compensating the Wulfings. seowulf’s father, Ecgtheow, responded to Hrothgar’s
help by vowing his allegiance to him. Implication: Beowulf will repay Hrothgar for Ecgtheow’s
debt. pp. 31-33)
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Attribute Web

Directions: Complete the attribute web by filling in information specific to a character in
the book.
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