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Ralph, Imogene, Leroy, Claude, Ollie and Gladys.
The Herdman children of the town

Decide to join the Sunday School.

They’ve been told there’s food to down.

Instead of food, they feast on the story

Of the birth of a babe so long ago.
Relating their lives and struggles to others,
The Herdmans go on to steal the show.

Note
The text used to prepare this guide was the Harper Trophy softcover,
copyright ©1972 by Barbara Robinson with illustrations copyright © by
Judith Gwyn Brown. If other editions are used, page references may vary
from those cited.
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The Best Christmas Pageant Ever
Name Student Worksheet #1
Prereading

Activity: To read for information

Special Trees

Originally, the trees used by many families in their homes in December
came from the forest. Nowadays, most evergreen trees used for this
purpose are plantation-grown.

Plantation trees are grown in cultivated plots, sheared anc ¢ »d far in
order to provide consumers with the best possible tre

These trees usually begin life in a nursery where supe. rseeusdre planted ana. .wn tob -

year-old seedlings. The seedlings are taken fref \i'c »nui rys0eds and replantec. . hakes
constant and skilled care over several 3 ars fC 20 eVl ‘gre<n tree to get a he .. s sta.
While growing, the trees serve as wil¢' e .. iitats, thiey increase soil stabili. ne Jrovide a

pleasant looking environment for nec ». H . eveér, during the five (0 = .teen yeais that these
trees are growing into well-shape :to: Jtinarketable trees, th < ace napy hazards.
There can be too much or naf »nou. rain_snd/or sunshine, & \.inS or gisease may
attack. They also may & =t leri awtr = thieves.

Fall is the time f& e tree I L. 7ne best trees are’ _.ucdowi. »urdled with twine for
transporting, ai .tr wround’the country, to be o . then enjoyed by many. Even
after the holiday:, .ergr. n trees are usefid The  make,a¢ sdsackyard bird feeders, the
branches make good cbrtor a garden, a. :th nks can be cut into firewood.

Read the following statements. Marki  h eitv. r T/(True) or F (False).

1. Most evergreen treef use. ar ¢ cofating homes in December are plantation

grown.
. 2. Plantatiopfirees™ » noc. uir€ a great deal of care.
. 3. Thetrees £ as wildiife habitats while they are growing.
_ 4. Thest nwes. en . five to sixteen years to be ready for market.
__ 5. Thieves ac itealdrees.

6. Fall is the time'io the tree harvest.

Source for Information: National Christmas Tree Association.

© Novel Units, Inc. All rights reserved
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The Best Christmas Pageant Ever
Name Student Worksheet #14
Chapter 2

Activity: To use mathematics skills

Moviegoers
“All of the Herdmans are big moviegoers, though they never pay their own way.” (page 23)

Get the movie section from the newspaper, and make a survey of the prices charged by the
theaters near you. Make a graph of the information. Comoute the price of admission for the

six Herdman children at each price. Please put informatic. «* "the back of this page. Thank
you.
The following information is from the Daily Herald M= vsp. ar, Arliigton Heights, Illif his

March 10,1995.

: %
5 v
4 I pm_ S
P} .- b o H a'ns A ®
1
Number  75¢ 99¢ 1.C 560 1.7 2000 250 3% 3.7. 4.00 5.00 6.00 7.50
theaters
Write a summary®  emerni. hoit the graph above, 240 'abou. wour,6wn graph, that follows.
(What is the hi¢ est.aenin v .C survey? ...the lowes or Vhatss the price most often
charged?) Pleast sac Hf page for your sumnfary Clater .nis.
My Sui. » oic o
10 ' | _|
9
8 _ o 3
/ - un I
6 - A
2 A\
4
3 N \ .
5 |
1
number
of theaters
Prices (you fill in)
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