


 

Novel Units® Single-Classroom User Agreement

With the purchase of electronic materials (such as ebooks and print-on-demand
teaching activities) from a Novel Units, Inc. (Novel Units) Web site, or that of a
Novel Units authorized dealer’s Web site, the customer (the purchaser or person
for whom this product was purchased) is granted a single-classroom user license,
which entitles the customer to use or duplicate these materials for a single
classroom (or home) only.

Sharing the digital files or reproduction of any part of this
publication in any way or by any means for additional classrooms
(or homes), an entire school, or a school system; by for-profit
institutions and tutoring centers; or for commercial sale is strictly
prohibited.

Reproduction of any part of the Teacher Guide is strictly prohibited. Use of the
materials for anything other than classroom instruction is a violation of Novel Units
intellectual property rights. Materials may be transmitted or projected via digital
device within a single classroom setting only; any other electronic transmission or
projection of materials is strictly prohibited. Novel Units retains full intellectual
property rights on all proprietary products, and these rights extend to electronic
editions of print books or materials, excerpts of print books or materials, and
individual teaching activities offered for sale in digital format.

To obtain more information, or, if you would like to use Novel Units products for
additional purposes not outlined in the single-classroom license (described above),
please contact customercare@ecslearningsystems.com.

ecslearningsystems.com
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THE BEST CHRISTMAS

PAGEANT EVER

by
Barbara Robinson

Student Packet
Written by

Jean Jamieson

Ralph, Imogene, Leroy, Claude, Ollie and Gladys.
The Herdman children of the town
Decide to join the Sunday School.
They’ve been told there’s food to down.

Instead of food, they feast on the story
Of the birth of a babe so long ago.
Relating their lives and struggles to others,
The Herdmans go on to steal the show.

Note

The text used to prepare this guide was the Harper Trophy softcover,
copyright ©1972 by Barbara Robinson with illustrations copyright © by
Judith Gwyn Brown.  If other editions are used, page references may vary
from those cited. 
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Publisher Information
For a complete catalog, contact—

Novel Units, Inc.
P.O. Box 97

Bulverde, TX 78163-0097

Web site: novelunits.com

For more digital resources, visit:
ecslearningsystems.com

Copyright infringement is a violation of Federal Law.
© 2012 by Novel Units, Inc., Bulverde, Texas. All rights reserved. Reproduction of this publication
is limited to the terms of the Single-Classroom User License for a maximum of 30 copies. No part
of this publication may be translated, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted or shared in any
way or by any means (electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise) without
prior written permission from Novel Units, Inc. Reproduction of any part of this publication for
multiple school terms, an entire school or for a school system, by for-profit institutions and tutoring
centers, or for commercial sale is strictly prohibited.

Reproduction of any part of the Teacher Guide is strictly prohibited.

Novel Units is a registered trademark of Novel Units, Inc.

ISBN 978-1-60878-194-2
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Name_____________________________

© Novel Units, Inc. All rights reserved

3

Activity:  To read for information

Special Trees
Originally, the trees used by many families in their homes in December
came from the forest. Nowadays, most evergreen trees used for this
purpose are plantation-grown.

Plantation trees are grown in cultivated plots, sheared and cared for in
order to provide consumers with the best possible trees.

These trees usually begin life in a nursery where superior seeds are planted and grown to two-
year-old seedlings. The seedlings are taken from the nursery beds and replanted.  It takes
constant and skilled care over several years for an evergreen tree to get a healthy start.

While growing, the trees serve as wildlife habitats, they increase soil stability and provide a
pleasant looking environment for people.  However, during the five to sixteen years that these
trees are growing into well-shaped 6-to-8 foot marketable trees, they face many hazards.
There can be too much or not enough rain and/or sunshine, and insects or disease may
attack. They also may be stolen by tree thieves.

Fall is the time for the tree harvest. The best trees are cut down, bundled with twine for
transporting, and trucked around the country, to be sold and then enjoyed by many. Even
after the holidays, evergreen trees are useful. They make good backyard bird feeders, the
branches make good mulch for a garden, and the trunks can be cut into firewood.

Read the following statements.  Mark each either T (True) or F (False).

____ 1. Most evergreen trees used for decorating homes in December are plantation 
grown.

____ 2. Plantation trees do not require a great deal of care. 
____ 3. The trees are useful as wildlife habitats while they are growing. 
____ 4. These trees take from five to sixteen years to be ready for market. 
____ 5.  Thieves do not steal trees. 
____ 6.  Fall is the time for the tree harvest. 

Source for Information:  National Christmas Tree Association.

The Best Christmas Pageant Ever
Student Worksheet #1

Prereading
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Activity:  To use mathematics skills

Moviegoers
“All of the Herdmans are big moviegoers, though they never pay their own way.” (page 23)

Get the movie section from the newspaper, and make a survey of the prices charged by the
theaters near you. Make a graph of the information. Compute the price of admission for the
six Herdman children at each price. Please put information on the back of this page. Thank
you.

The following information is from the Daily Herald Newspaper, Arlington Heights, Illinois,
March 10,1995.

6
5
4
3
2
1

75¢ 99¢ 1.00 1.50 1.75 2.00 2.50 3.00 3.75 4.00 5.00       6.00      7.50

Write a summary statement about the graph above, and about your own graph, that follows.
(What is the highest price in the survey? ...the lowest price? What is the price most often
charged?) Please use back of page for your summary statements.

My Survey Graph
10
9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
number 
of theaters

Prices (you fill in)

The Best Christmas Pageant Ever
Student Worksheet #14

Chapter 2

Number
theaters
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