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Chapters 9-10, pages 70-105

To the distress of their parents, Leon and Gene leave for Santa Fe. Andrew remains,
saying he plans to finish school. Tony’s teacher, Miss Maestas, is pleased with his
progress in reading and writing in English and{"» il passed from first to third grade.
School ends and Tony goes fishing with Sari el, v._ o tel s him about the golden carp,
lord of all the waters. Tony’s uncli Luc' s+ ov il ar 1 it is said that an evil “bruja”—
witch—is slowly killing him. When' 1e ( rie. »washes his hands of the matter, Ultima
takes Tony with her to cure '"icc . Si » gues to the saloon of Tenorio and demands that
he tell his evil daught =¢'¢ lit *b . curse. When he refi: 25, he works her magic,
sticking pins in thraa ¢ v a lls. With Tony’s kalp s'°C arc¢ = a. “herbal remedy down
Lucas’ throat. an. 2% - Fi» vomits up a hair bai” he ec veis.

ocasu vy

L del 71 innocent 7 stoically 72 disowning 72
ominous 75 hebbi - 7 girders 78 ~ marisk 78
subside 79 s0de . T virgin 77 promotion 82
dejected € - ¢ 2 ag 84 tre’s. ec 85 incantations 87
steps” 7 iashing 87 cCc ort 86 furies 88

adr. onisk. d 2 decreed 89 , drients 90 ato'.

conti_ an 292 emanated 9 cronies 93 aws S
manta. 95 bravad’, -~ ° stupor 99 SRSt 100
pungent 100 aci 11 ¢ pallor 1° ? —ae 102

Discussion Ques ~r

1. What conflicting desitis & e alc i Tony's dream gt .7 /17 (He has
sexual desires, but war : tc olec 2 his mother by bece ng' oriest.)

2. Whydont? »ny : b the 'want to go to Clifarni w h wcir father? (They war
to live © .th . 2 n; ey dont want t¢ wo. or. ~ higaway crew.) Would 1 ou
What othc « hoiccs do they have? Doy« thi % they are making the /2T ¢
choice? List «ind rate their cknaices;

petcer pay? b~ _. liv.ng conditions?
Go to California:
Leave for Santa Fe:
Finish school:
other:
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Why do you suppose Andrew said that some day Tony would beat the Vitamin
Kid and “Some day you will beat us all” (p. 75)? Do you think he is right? How
do these brothers feel about each other? (The older and younger brother seem
to respect and love each other.)

Why do Tony and the others wait.for: e wc d tc end? (a rumor that it will end
has spread among the boy D/ 2s° at =mis J you of anything you thought
about, as a kid? How doz= 1y’ firs_grade experience compare with your
experience of school T .thi * a_2? (He remembers learning to read and write,
Willie’s “bustec “ea " >< “pissing contest.”)

What stor’ ¢ =s' w7 .uel tell Tony aboui-th' ca. ? ' ‘eople were sent to the valley
by coc>w' eri. ‘hey lived well for 4%:rec ;¢ 27 a drought came and they
~ng ed hegods by eating carn « 21 consequently turned into carp,

th. mscives; one kind god.fu »~ " hivaCif into a carp so that he could protect his
s_ople.) Who told tha! st « ta.S":muel? (Jason’s India‘, told tke story to
Samuel’s father.) /" o'v ¢ v, . think the story mak_. To.y 1 2l7 Does that story
remindwou«7iste ‘es’ ou have heard? Has.2.<to. .ev - "iilled you with
wonrder”?

‘ho i Lu 1s7 (Tony’s mother’s bi. 1er, Vhacdoes he see before'ii grows 7
(F .se s the Trementina siste’s canc. ='ing a Black Mass in #"a.wea dancing,
pou.ing a rooster’s blog™ 1. *0'a p t.) How does Ultim: sul =cd? (C.ie makes
him drink a keroseri’ \h. ) n xture; after he voi ‘ts [ ha ba. "..e feeds him atole
made fror” = e’ i ceai.) Why does she take Ty ‘on14? (She says she needs
him with his st 'ng “una blood.) Is he af=z '? (No. {e wants to help, but notices
strange pu er _an the way.) Why 4o y «(hink he throws up in the'.iiorning?

Why do you suppose Ultima sicc »ds 2 ¢ ce for Lucas < hern’ o ers.bive
failed? Why wasn’t skt "cz d I\ to =Ip sooner? (The | sias. vc dr ¢ have liked
it. He wants all “myvsiic " pc «ar to remain with the<iic <h.;

Why does { “‘m_ sti “ a|.n into each of ti.ee o 57" "he nas warned Tenorio
that his® wre . '« ghtcrs should not hav #ai oer with fate. The dolls ref es it
them.) Do. hisremind you of anvthinig D¢ ou think Ultimais a v« 2 <e 7

What does Grandfather giv.  ‘'tim_ fol \wing the cure? Why ‘4", uro o silver,
as is customary) What have, o' »ariied so far about MexCin 'stu n from this
story?

Prediction: Will Tony’s classmates p' ise bor' aa nouth Ultima?

o
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Literary Analysis: Allusion

An allusion is a figure of speech that makes brief reference to a historical or literary
figure, event, or object.

Ask: “To what is Tony’s uncle alluding when he=ay  that the Trementina sisters
screamed ‘like furies’ when he caught themi* :rfc. ing ' heir devilish mass?”

(In classical mythology, the Furiesewvers< i ce »male divinities, daughters of Gaea, who
punished crimes.)

Writing Activity

Ultima says, “wher.an_ »oc ....ampers with the fat=»f ¢ ma_that sometimes a chain
of events is set il .o ot . over which no one wi ha\ u.dmate control.” Write a short
short story’ yased ' uiat premise. Outline™, oui dew2'on a graphic organizer:

m e e e e e e e e e e

/heri and where is the stor; set Who interferes [ “*'" o1 2one’s destiny?
! Why? I
| [
| | |
| ! [
| _{ . _£9 @) |
| one-sentence summary of pl t.2 ountimpering with.soma ="_ res ny: |
| [
| a [
| What problem. 2re - t.in motion? [ \ by can't the character(s) cortiol the |
| orcn s? I
| [
| \
| :
| [
IS, I _ A U, Sy 2 4|

Research Activities

1. Find out more about the brc i _"behavior of the carn./ Akt ¢ Yei fish return
to their spawning grounds?

2. Ultima says that the Indians hold blue corn mi 'sa  ed. cearn more about the
place corn holds in Mayan culture.
For information about how the i wz ¢ tur = used corn, plus some great
teaching ideas related to an « ‘isc ac = “Newton’s Apple”, see:
http://www.mnonline.org/lct.  newtons/12/ethnobot.html.
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