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Skills and Strategies

Critical Thinking
Brainstorming, researching,
creative thinking, predicting,
compare/contrast

Comprehension
Evaluating decisions, decision-
making, cause/effect

Writing
Poetry, essay, description, letter,
brochure, summary

Listening/Speaking
Oral presentation, discussion,
interview

Vocabulary

Definitions, parts of speech,
context clues, synonyms/antonyms

Literary Elements

Setting, conflict, point of view,
author’s message, symbolism,
figurative language, theme,
climax, foreshadowing, tone,
characterization

Across the Curriculum
Geography—Washington, D.C,;
Literature—C. S. Lewis (The
Chronicles of Narnia), Lloyd
Alexander (The Chronicles of
Prydain); Health—physical
abuse, bullying, stages of grief;
History—women’s movement;
Religion—Christianity; Art—
drawing, music, collage; Social
Studies—censorship
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Chapters Twelve-Thirteen

Jess and his parents pay their respects at Leslie’s house. Jess becomes angry about Leslie’s death,
and he blames her parents for her death. He hits May Belle and throws his paints in the river.
His father consoles him and talks to him like a man. P. T. comforts Jess while the Burkes go to
Pennsylvania. Jess performs a ceremony in Leslie’s honor in the pine grove of Terabithia and
helps May Belle cross into Terabithia. At school, Mrs. Myers offers Jess sympathy, and Jess is
comforted that he is not alone. He helps the Burkes s ov * out of their house and then builds

a bridge to Terabithia, introducing May Belle as T * ne. uect .

Discu :ic (G o tions
Vocabulary 1.° Vh_ do.sn’t Jess cry when he' hat Leslie’s house? What
Ii pens that causes a chan,_ iri =ss’s behavior, and how does
smothering he behave? Is hit beh’ vic ac »ptable? (Answers will vary. Jess
bough ‘ is still in denial. Hc s vk .g about the circumstances surrounding
processi¢ i Leslie’s death’ athker'. an wne fact that she is dead. Discovering that
COMTRQ Leslie i='ocing cien ited sparks Jess’s anger—the second stage of grief.
tritorgs He{ ts' ... tweslie’s parents for brixeing her to the country, mad at
| ot ‘ s+ sl 0 Zaving him when he nee¢ ¢ t, and mad at May Belle
mphasis fo. i zuking insensitively abat ci shie.ox e he gets home. He hits
_——— Aay Belle and throws a1 pu ts and paper Leslie gave him at

Christmas. While'est “ho. dn have hit his sister, ar’,c, is a natural
partof the gr .ng voc wund is important for kiva to o i€l e as
he comes " >ter s w. 1 Leslie’s death.)

2. What is s suificant about Jess’s«C wvi.sat on with his father o. th¢ —=tek L ik? (Answers will
vary. Jess’s father talks to Jestlik <'m«n, und it makes Jessold® 1. ca. =< ul conversation with
his father gives Jessoreng b 1. ‘ac. 7 .iat comes next. Jess fec \tr. t h father understands him, and
he welcomes his| ithe. cc f) .ng presence. Before, 1 ss was"_ suic of himself without Leslie; now,
he feels strengthe d by _esue’s and his father’s co’ fid: ice in hum.)

3. How does Jess honor Leslie? Why af hic“ct ng « po tant, and what ;might Ci Luve
thought about them? (Jess makel aw. ath a L _li¢ =7onor. After weuving la.yerst .0 the pine-
bough wreath, he lays the wreaw €. he | esc loor and says acray = o1 es. /o pirit. Answers will
vary. Note that funeralsoftext 1e. ve. ' find closure. Jess’s beh< wior elps im acknowledge tl= end
of his time with Le ‘2, ¢ 'd . beg s to feel at peace." eslie w_ulc ‘ike., nave appreciated Jess"
wreath and cei’ 01, s he ¢ ways loved the cer¢ aoni ' ac, » *of vuling Terabithia. It is< ... g |
Jess to honor Les. i th._lace where they experic. d b. 1 decp sorrow and great jo?

4. Why does the author have May Be' » app rach.tli _reek? What role’ ‘o7 Tes siar in May
Belle’s predicament? (Answers will 1, No. *' 't May Belle’s presence ar s ¢ tu... of the story.
The sorrow is interrupted by a new ne_'* .. =moves from mourning g ostlifc 9 saving a life. May
Belle needs help crossing the creek. Jess recomes her hero, hely ag| er vtk branch and reassuring
her of her safety. Faced with saving his sister, Jess doesn’t. 2 n. + c. 2.rus fear of the water beneath
him and tells May Belle that everyone gets scared sopactim. )

5. When Jess returns to school after Leslie” de. h, ow locs he feel? How does Mrs. Myers
respond to Jess? Discuss the import »rce . ¢ nmic.aty in times of crisis. (Answers will vary.
In spite of himself, Jess hopes to catch a .+ vsc_ [ Leslie at school. He can’t muster the strength to
rise for the Pledge of Allegiance and is uncc.  erned with others’ [even Mrs. Myers’| opinions of him.
Mrs. Myers calls Jess outside to offer her sympathies. She, too, is grieving Leslie’s death, and having
lost her husband, she understands how grief affects a person. She comforts Jess and refrains from
rushing his grieving. Jess feels less alone after talking to Mrs. Myers and regrets the bad things he

o)}
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said about her in the past. Mrs. Myers helps Jess by assuring him that remembering Leslie is okay.
Jess benefits by having people around him who care about what he is going through, such as his
father, who helps Jess process Leslie’s death, May Belle, who keeps him company, and Mrs. Myers,
who understands his grief.)

. As Jess understands it, what did Leslie do for him? What must he do in response? (Jess
believes Leslie took him “from the cow pasture into Terchithia and turned him into a king” [p. 160].
She gave him courage and vision. She helped him s¢.hc bea-ty and fragility in life and that even
enemies are not what they seem. Leslie opened k. eyes the ‘vay the world could be, and he
believes that it is his responsibility t sha’ n kn._wvleds with the world. He invites May Belle

into Terabithia as the new queen, der. st iti. how Leslie’s legacy has only just begun.)

. Describe how Jess and May i lle re: sionship has changedand predict what it will be like
in the future. How di .. = ¢ ‘@ (this relationship? (JeZ ili. vs May Belle into his and Leslie’s
secret world. He heavom. to | lieve that Terabitk a is < c. =l \ly" “shared with someone else. He
knows that the clarc ar. imagination that Lesli® shed ' ith nim is Leslie’s legacy, and he shares
it with thel niy ot rocrson he believes can t_u. Te bu.... with the dignity it deserves—May Belle.
May = "'2. s e dured some bullying fravvJe. . s loves her brother. Jess has always loved May
‘eli . eve  wnen she annoyed him Nc " rd 7 her as his peer and not just as his younger sister.
, stu Tlslie “elevated” Jess fre.  tr. coxiCld, Jess lifts up May B' e Predictions will vary.)

Supplementary Activ e

1. Litera De. tex Cdiiplete your figurativ. "un, ag '« Examples: Similes“" " .. 1a

left hir. stral led chere—like an astresut’ ana cing about on the moo? " /. 147,
“paints.. * .ag the current like 2 bc «=  1.,); “Like a singl¢bird 1¢: ss. s'cim-cloud sky,
a tiny peace winged its way th' v .1 tha'’naos inside hjs bod== ‘p. >3" “shaking like Jello”
(p- 157); Metaphor—Jess’s. er 9 being uncomforta. =:1 iny ‘mownered (p. 144);
Personificatior’ - . vk 'ei ob of foolish little fesrs rur. ‘n, i inside his gut” (p. 160);
“..you just hav tost 1d  _ to your fear and net. - it squ :ze you white” (p. 161).

. Creative Thinking = " about what will®" opc  tarrabithia under May E latireit n,
Complete the Continuing the Story ehai on age 2200f this guid¢ The (, « site as arec- to
four-paragraph summary of< pc ovle =q l to Bridge to Terab’ hia® »ct ng Hn May Belle’s
character.
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Character Analysis Blocks

Directions: Select a character from the novel to describe using the blocks below.

Who is thﬂ

What does the oes s/he do it?
character s :

hat, if anything, is

significant about th i
character’s na eactive, active, important,
consequential, secondary)

)

\

What is unusual or acter | Does the char
important about i he story? you‘
charact “ ;

0 you know anyon
similar to this charact

e©
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