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Novel Units® Single-Classroom User Agreement 
for Non-Reproducible Material

With the purchase of electronic materials (such as ebooks and print-on-demand
teaching activities) from a Novel Units, Inc. (Novel Units) Web site, or that of a
Novel Units authorized dealer’s Web site, the customer (the purchaser or person
for whom this product was purchased) is granted a single-classroom user license,
which entitles the customer to use these materials for a single classroom (or home)
only.

Sharing the digital files or reproduction of any part of this
publication in any way or by any means for additional classrooms
(or homes), an entire school, or a school system; by for-profit
institutions and tutoring centers; or for commercial sale is strictly
prohibited.

Reproduction of any part of this Teacher Guide is strictly prohibited.
Use of the materials for anything other than classroom instruction is a violation of
Novel Units intellectual property rights. Novel Units retains full intellectual property
rights on all proprietary products, and these rights extend to electronic editions of
print books or materials, excerpts of print books or materials, and individual
teaching activities offered for sale in digital format.

To obtain more information, or, if you would like to use Novel Units products for
additional purposes not outlined in the single-classroom license (described above),
please contact customercare@ecslearningsystems.com.

ebooks.ecslearningsystems.com



THE CAY

by
Theodore Taylor

Teacher Guide
Written by
Anne Troy

Note
The Avon Camelot paperback edition of the book was used to prepare
this guide. The page references may differ in the hardcover or other
paperback editions.

Please note: Please assess the appropriateness of this book for the age
level and maturity of your students prior to reading and discussing it
with your class. 

ISBN 1-56137-314-1

Copyright infringement is a violation of Federal Law.
© 2010 by Novel Units, Inc., Bulverde, Texas. All rights reserved. Reproduction of any part of
this product is strictly prohibited. No part of this publication may be translated, stored in a retrieval
system, or transmitted or shared in any way or by any means (electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording, or otherwise) without prior written permission from Novel Units, Inc.
Reproduction of any part of this publication for multiple school terms, an entire school or for a
school system, by for-profit institutions and tutoring centers, or for commercial sale is strictly
prohibited.

Novel Units is a registered trademark of Novel Units, Inc.

Publisher Information
For a complete catalog, contact—

Novel Units, Inc.
P.O. Box 97

Bulverde, TX 78163-0097

Web site: novelunits.com

For more digital resources, visit:
ebooks.ecslearningsystems.com

•
 D

ow
nloadable N

ovel U
nits

®
Product •

 Single-C
lassroom

 U
ser License •



Table of Contents

Summary .......................................................................3

About the Author .........................................................3

Introductory Activities ..................................................4

Chapter-by-Chapter....................................................14
Chapters contain: Vocabulary Words and
Activities, Discussion Questions and Activities,
Supplementary Activities, Predictions

Post-reading Questions and Activities .......................34

World Map ..................................................................35

Thinking
Brainstorming, comparing 
and contrasting, evaluating, 
analyzing details

Literary Elements
Character, setting, plot 
development, theme, 
personification, fore-
shadowing, point of view

Vocabulary
Synonyms/antonyms, 
context clues, root words,
prefixes/suffixes

Comprehension
Predicting, sequencing, 
cause/effect, inference, 
problem solving and decision
making

Writing
Journal, poetry, description,
narrative, report

Listening/Speaking
Participation in discussion, 
participation in dramatic 
activities

Skills and Strategies

•
 D

ow
nl

oa
da

bl
e 

N
ov

el
 U

ni
ts

®
Pr

od
uc

t •
 S

in
gl

e-
C

la
ss

ro
om

 U
se

r 
Li

ce
ns

e 
•



© Novel Units, Inc. 17

A
ll 

rig
ht

s 
re

se
rv

ed

•
 D

ow
nloadable N

ovel U
nits

®
Product •

 Single-C
lassroom

 U
ser License •

Chapter 3 Pages 29-39
Vocabulary

torpedoed 29 sextant 30 lubricating 30 ignited 30
haunches 31 alabaster 32 trench 32 welt 32
calypso 33 ebony 33 alligatored 33 cleats 34
despair 34 outrageous 36 remote 36 defiantly 37
deftly 38

Vocabulary Activity
Place the words for the day in categories. For example:

Descriptive War-Words Feelings Actions Things Person 
alabaster torpedoes despair ignited sextant ebony

Discussion Questions and Activities
1. How was Phillip’s mother different after the torpedoing? Why do you suppose? (Page 29,

She was calm, talked quietly, her hands were not shaking and she gave good directions.)

2. How did Phillip describe Timothy when he first saw him? (Page 31, “...huge, very old
Negro...His nose was flat and his face was broad; his head was a mass of wiry gray hair.” 
Page 33, “...Muscles rippled over the ebony of his arms and around his shoulders. His chest was
thick and his neck was the size of a small tree. The skin of his hands and feet were alligatored
and cracked.”) Begin an attribute web for Timothy.

3. Why do you think Timothy called Phillip, “young bahss”? (page 33)

4. Why didn’t Phillip’s mother like black people? (Page 37, Prejudice—“They are not the same
as you, Phillip. They are different and they live differently.”)

5. Why did Phillip begin to think his mother was right about black people? (Page 37, Because
Timothy would not give him all the water he wanted.)

6. Brainstorm the word “prejudice.”

Brainstorming rules:
• All ideas count.
• Add details to others’ ideas.
• Adapt others’ ideas.
• Suggest unusual ideas.

Vocabulary, 

Discussion 

Questions, 

Activitie
s, 

Worksheets
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7. What is the problem in this novel? What was the problem in Chapter 1? (Parents did not
agree. Mother wanted to leave the islands. Phillip wanted to stay on the Curacao.) What is the
problem in Chapter 3? (survival until a ship or plane rescues them) Make changes on the
story map.

8. How would you answer Phillip when he said, “I wouldn’t even be here with you if it wasn’t
for my mother”? (page 39)

Prediction
Will Phillip find his mother? Was she killed when the boat was torpedoed?

Supplementary Activity
Drama: In a monologue, there is only one speaker, who reveals his thoughts and feelings.
Pretend that you are Phillip. In a monologue, describe what has happened to you and how you
feel about it.

Antonym Synonym

Definition in own words Related to experience

Prejudice
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