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Skills and Strategies

Comprehension
Creative thinking, identifying
attributes, predicting, inferring,
problem solving, supporting
judgments, cause/effect

Literary Elements
Characterization, story mapping,
setting, conflict, theme, point of
view, author’s purpose, figurative
language, realistic fiction

Vocabulary
Definitions, synonyms, word
maps, root words, sorting

Listening/Speaking
Discussion, oral presentation,
dramatizing

Writing
Creative writing, personal
narrative, poetry, journalism

Critical Thinking
Brainstorming, research,
compare/contrast, analysis,
evaluation

Across the Curriculum
Social Studies—history, time
lines, government agencies,
Edward Jenner, Typhoid Mary,
biological warfare, terrorism,
9/11 attacks, patriotism;
Science—infectious disease,
viruses, bacteria; Health—scabs,
vaccines, decontamination,
suicide, stress; Math—graphs;
Music—composition, selection;
Art—design, illustration, models




Chapters One-Two

Mitty needs a topic for his infectious disease report, not to mention an outline and notes. Slacking
in advanced biology doesn’t bother Mitty, except that ignoring this assignment could get him
transferred out of the one class he shares with Olivia Clark. At his family’s weekend house, Mitty
discovers an old medical book containing an envelope of scabs from the 1902 Boston smallpox
epidemic. Intrigued, he decides to research smallpox. Mitty’s best friend, Derek, researches anthrax
but is more interested in bioterrorism and solving the 200" my tery surrounding Ottilie Lundgren,

who died of anthrax when she opened her mail. Fasci®< ea™
does advanced research on typhoid fever at Coli»

Vocabulary

biology
infectious
epidemics
applicat’ Ju
bictarr¢ sm
1ith «

I mu .ization
deuvuis
pinnacle
dilute
venue

inve O
Virt

conc  ‘ge
eXpost
conspiracy
preliminary
eradicate
scourge
confluent

4. Why does the CDC have sv
(Answers will vary, but studei s
reoccurrence, especially one ca e«

the tory of Typhoid Mary, Olivia
“ia ( hiversie 's medical school library.

Discussian  ue io ..

1.

reasons could include th
and experts in th jietd us lly review books prior to publication.
Up-to-date<", orn.

not al Wi
ir " fie and ot it online. Answers will ¥ .iy.)

oiv b eves the old biology bac
I" le was known about science 1. 18¢

knowledge of sm 'lIpox o
insight into the ¢
smallpox. £, ying 10de. .. technology to century-¢!
result i ir.

De »LeMic . Is he as lazy as he ¢.2im

"y es 't Lynch require books as< reference sources in
ac. ‘tic  to the Internet? Do you

1c with Mitty that books
ece .ie outdated too quick=*a b use '? (Mr. Lynch requires
cudents to research pr._iish  wc s | historical purposes. Other
pv.ish s verify the credentials of authors,

.onat ve located on the Internet; however,
_uable since anyone can claim knowledge

!

re 111ea ingl 2ss because
Frow might old books
vary. People with personal
the, Doks. Firsthand accounts provide
ace « the ...ae and reveal the evolution of
cience could

_a smallpox be usel '? (4 sw. w

t a.,coveries or new theories.)

el @ lyisinan
“av. i slump, yet his ability v < tic li.. ind ates intelligence.

1 has a good sense of humur<r.  an b bservant, but he is easily

Jdstracted. Mitty’s interests ‘nc de. +'cand Olivia. He loves pe ~ ~

and New York. Hi, fai. v i we. ‘hy, and his parents expect Mitiy
to become a ¢ <r. ey
due to hormc.. ana ad teachers. Answers will vo=

1k his lack of academic motiv. io* s

»illan’ for sme Jox, a disease thati s} =m ¢ ro 2d?
wle. fe hat the CDC wants to imn.  iar ’re., —ad to any
ar related to terrorism.)

5. Why do Mitty and Derek res, »nd differently to Olivi (4 iswers w2 vary, but students should

recognize that Mitty’s and Derek’s differences of opinict’ stc
so he thinks she looks pretty with the “little crease of «
finds Olivia’s mannerisms annoying, anc e v 1y .

6. How does living in New York. Cit
the details of 9/11 and how thc
future attacks, yet they try not to .

trcu emotions. Mitty likes Olivia,
icerr. cross her forehead” [p. 22]. Derek
on. ous of Mitty’s interest in her.)

fIt. nc he _haracters? (The characters vividly remember
iv. c. = ed thereafter. They know the city isn’t impervious to
on ..oughts of terrorism.)
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7.

8.

What is the author’s purpose for ending each chapter with an aside on variola major? Is this
writing technique effective? (The asides create suspense, making readers wonder whether Mitty
will get sick. The asides also present scientific facts that might otherwise slow the story’s pace.
Answers will vary.)

Prediction: Has Mitty contracted smallpox?

Supplementary Activities

1.

2.

Character Analysis: Begin the Character W n | e 26 ¢ ' this guide for Mitty. Add
information as you read the novel.

Literary Analysis: Begin the Story' ‘ap 1} - 27 of this guide. Add to the map as you read.

3. Critical Thinking: As® <l== ».di uss »od study habits. Brainsto'... ow study skills, or lack

thereof, can affect a st. 2nt »e. .mance. Then write an.e-m. to 'itty passing along
study tips you b<.c »w_:Id lelp him.

Science: ¢ = plet’ th ‘“ollowing activity to disaavei ov = kly an infectious disease can
spread tt' bughp. on-to-person contact.

E wu ic., Diseases Can Spread

Ing " .ents

3 oz. plastic cup for each’ cuuent

1 teaspoon ¢ tille s white = sar

tap w

red ¢. bage 1ice Dboil cabbage in water; resci abcC - %2 teaspoon of liquid per student)
eyedro; < or spoon

Teacher Directions: Mix the.vir ¢« witl "~ ounces of water. Di.ide | e~ _iutiin vetween
two cups—each renreser’s a. “ii <t 1" individual. Fill.th¢ ema in_ ~ur with 3 ounces of
water; each rep’ e a. alt individual. Give everysrac . = a ¢ . Students should not

know who has' e tw  “ir. .ed” cups, but the teach: - s »ulc »ate chis information.

Each student the =k ediquids with a partnes Ste "2 t A' burs liquid into Student ™ cu;
Student B pours halt of the mixed solutio  uct ato. dent A’s empty cup. Stude  <s..en
complete one more exchange with a2 *erc * pa. »er, noting the names an< o1 v bhe
partners.

Using an eyedropper or spo 1, =tc ° _r drops approximatelv.'4 t. spc 1 o1 red cabbage
juice into every cup. Solutio = .c urn blue are individuals 7 nc-hav. 10t peen infected.
Solutions that turn pink are | dividuals who have be 1 ir ectca.

Extensions: Students can make graphs to chart t=> pt ¢ atectious diseases. They can
trace infections back to the original two sour=2 b, ‘omj ring lists of partner names.
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Word Map

Directions: Complete the word map by filling in information specific to the chosen
vocabulary word.

Definition
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