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Chapters 7 and 8
pages 53-68

Vocabulary

marquee 53 attaché 53 in tle S preliminary 55
shuddering 68

Discussion Questions

1.

If you were filminc«The Coi 2nc¢. - w .at sorts of “extras” woee " you hire for the scene
where Alfred and b “ry ali “ cugh the crowd to their. ats. - Madison Square
Garden? Wha*" 'rt ati osphere would you ry te i te ith wnat crowd scene? (It is
a chaotic sce.ie«v “h « nxture of types: seedy’ rei we dressed men, rough
teenac rs, blc d.vaite girls, black gamb!<.5roi. Ha.._.n and their statuesque

e s

'hc¢ s Willie Streeter? What a v¢. .ca 1 about him? from what=ources? (Willie is the
figiiter trained by Mr. Dona: 'li; } 'ly“.".cntions that Willie does ¢ i== “hic »wn way
regardless of what hig rainer.

How can ;ou t (Lt=at'c " rowd is mostly b« ind/ vin. ? © "hy o you think that is?
(Tk va Yecis 2 d claps wildly for Willie,© he as | ere are only polite applause
ar_som_ Ho . wiien his opponentis in’  1uce . v..ue is the home-town favorite.)

Whe d2 jou learn about boxing frr m«"is <= .on? What are two or t' ‘ee'et2’s that
coula:.i t have been included</y . » auths = who was not tha'spor’” < n~ercth _ Lif syte
is? (Sample answers: bc” >rs.can’ nouthpieces; a trainar cat he “a fjhustopped.)

Why does M wc ote hg  the fight stopped? Isee'Cc aple 'y honest with Willie
afterward? \ hatis Vil Creaction? Do vou thini M Do i did the right thing*
What do the " her bink? (Mr. Donafelli'didi. »a nt" ‘llie to be hurt and to sk
himself a cowara; he just tells Willie tt .t v sn"c.orth risking his eye; Willie|  27.ary
that Donatelli stopped the fight; o+ ] v ar. the others support Don‘ er. |

Who is Spoon? Why doc . ~he' :ht’ 1wymore? (Witherspooni - ic me ‘o .ter turned
teacher; he was getting . o ny ..,uries, and Donatelli 2" 'sec im » quit.)

Why does Jelly say that he s going to check his ¢ 'fri' h\d'>ior awork? (Jelly likes to eat
and his girlfriend is going to culinary school.)

What sorts of daydreams does Alfred hai'c 2 S, »on's car? How does Spoon know

what he is fantasizing about?/Alfr¢ ' d - am. >f i_cing a champion; Spoon has had
those dreams, too.)
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9. How and why does the mood shift suddenly at the end of chapter 7? (Alfred is
buoyant with thoughts of the future; then Major and his gang burst his bubble by
meeting him on his front stoop.)

10. How does Alfred answer when Major threatens to give him a “squealer’s scar”? Do you
think Alfred is being brave—or stupid? Do you hini he is.frightened? Why do you
think Major doesn’t follow through on his tk- 4ty 1en'wlajor threatens to give him a
knife cut for refusing to help rob.the E== ns, ‘lfred fuses.)

11.  What does the final sentence of C apte’ 8. ean? How is Alfred feeling? (Alfred feels
that he has won a personal.vic ry v < = ding up to Major.)

12.  What do you thini Alf=o4 hle. reu about boxing—and . ing—from watching
Willie’s fight? Doy th. 1. Donatelli would have coti 1 tt' tickets for Alfred if he
had known tk.c il sz "going to lose? (Alfi-d h{ lec ye« how important it is to
listen to*~. ‘D~ g lli-—not the crowd—and nc *o" > a aid of injuries.)

’rec ctic... Will Alfred change hig = b ursday? Will Alfred help Major by
~c anecting the Epsteins’ur_ ar aiarr ?

Literary Apavsist la o «

Aflashbe <isa 2vi » L, which the author prec s s ne. "incidents that occurred prior to
the openii of ' e story. Have students ex'i..iine ow . psyte uses a recollecti==of Alfred’s as
a flashback ~etch in some details 2hou = asc.iendship with James

e How does the author meove | teiandof it? (pp. 55-56, et e o fa' v the
action, but he kent t“'nki 1« 2 the day he and.!ami < Ai »a  ‘es (0 push the
thought aw: ...",

e How essentic ‘s the lasnivack to the desi¢» ard n 2ar g ¢ ne story? (The flashba
adds to our ur. - ding of the kinc" of fi' na. i Alficd and James used to Fave -
and why he misses it so much now.)

Writing Activity
Alfred remembers a good time | = .\ “had with James after th{ tw~.o1 nerii had found a

boxing and wrestling magazine. Vrite a memory poem_ -hy 1ing ur ! 5t) about a time you
and your best friend laughed together when you wer¢ y¢ -
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11.  How has James helped Alfred in the past? How does Alfred promise to help James
now? Do you think he can? (James stayed with Alfred all night when Alfred’s mother
died; Alfred promises to help James get off drugs, get a job, go back to school.)

12.  Why does Alfred answer “Sort of” when James asks i” he won the fight? Why does
Alfred scrape his feet as loudly as he can as he/c s ut< the cave? What do you
think he would have done if James hadn’t ag  2d tc. > with him? What do you think
will happen to James now? Can'fred ie. hii ? (Alf :d didn’t win the fight,
technically, but he won his self-re. ect:7.lf. 1 is probably trying to stall so that James
will have time to reconsider.ar. gc it “ufred.)

Literary Analysis: Clirrax
The climax of a stor 1s. =2 1. .i.ent when the action o€ tt stc  ru.ches its peak; the
reader’s emot .. re Yo 2 is greatest at the climw. B ve” i ents identify the climax of the
story (tha.no  * atyhe cnd of Chapter 19 where M ' fi ats Hubbard and loses). Explain
th tit 501 n . the climax that the. m’ n c-aract< has a “moment of illumination” and
th' fui. ae7 iing of the story becomes 'ea.. W at does Alfred learn by.'“ing to Hubbard?

'« 's not meant to be a fightersth e a Ouier ways he can make his. = HC »on.)

Literary Analysis. o

Explain tk= "C flic arises.? . a story when a chd acte "ac .a ' ruggle between two opposed
forces. 1. sefc es ray involve other people,”  ‘ure, »r suinething within the character.
On the bo. 1, ¢ uw the following graphic

Alfrea cakes a job Anred. _arts o dyoes )

at the Epsteins’ oing to L cove w

store. Donatelli’s gym. .., ames.
conflicts ceaflict conflicts

/ N\ 7O\ /&

Discuss the conflicts that Alfrea a2 Hir. ~22 situation. Have voluntec cc pic.C the
graphic with details from the di. *« . . (The resulting graphic/ maht &« us_d as the basis
for a writing activity in which stt 'ents describe how Ali. d r soi._4u 2 conflicts in one case.)

Writing Activity
Imagine that Alfred and James have -on =rs_ ion x inonths after the end of the story.

Among other things, they discu? the = i 'hoc_ together and their futures. Write the
dialogue.
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