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Skills and Strategies

Critical Thinking
Analyzing, inference, research,
prediction, cause/effect,
compare/contrast

Literary Elements
Theme, symbolism, conflict,
characterization, literary devices,
setting, genre, novella, tone,
mysticism, parallel worlds,
writer’s craft

Vocabulary
Glossary, definitions,
denotation/connotation, parts
of speech, context clues, root
words, thematic connections

Listening/Speaking

Reenactment, discussion
Writing

Essay, poetry, research paper,

script, journal

Across the Curriculum
Literature—other works of
fantasy fiction, Alice’s Adventures
in Wonderland, monsters,
symbolism, parallel universe;
Art—illustrator study, collage,
photography, painting, comic
strip; Music—soundtrack for
Coraline (orchestra, children’s
choir); Drama—acting, stage
performances, puppetry; Film—
movie trailer, movie version of
Coraline




Chapters X—XIlII

Coraline is tormented and tempted by all sorts of monsters while trying to find the children’s
lost souls and her parents. She concludes that her fears are irrational because the other mother
can only distort reality, not create it. The other mother’s frightening tactics, therefore, are mere
illusions. Once Coraline makes this connection, she realizes where her parents are trapped and
enlists the black cat’s help to outwit the other mother. Corali® e returns to the real world
victorious, but her triumph is short-lived. The lost souls ¢ »n! Corsline and enter eternity, but
the other mother’s hand, severed as Coraline fled tht = ne1 ‘1d, . ow stalks Coraline. In one
last heroic effort, Coraline lures the othermotk®_ spi ‘r-like ' and into a well, thereby making
the world safe for her and her parents. Tt crcatic hai .ong u to steal her soul and sew her eyes
shut is defeated in a battle of good overev. W 2 cwfound confidence, Coraline ends her
fant’ tic. uri v and relaxes into her ordinary life.

Di. ussion Questions

Vocabulary

— .~ What does Coraline caacl. e a Hur cne other mother’s creative
illusions powers? What desithl. ea. =7 on lead her to discover? How
determi ~d do her deductic ¢ fii . that Coraline is indeed “an
vogenly explorer”” (Coraline t- .s herself, “These things—even the thing in
¢ oec od the cé. v— /¢ lusions, things made by thawther mother in a
Whioed ghfly el of the real people and real t mav v £ other end of
ululating e iy [p. 117]. Coraline consl .. \thut b has nothing to fear
wraiths s' ce wie other mother’s world i< fa.  th. “thc mother being a mere
immensely aaster of replication” _:d d° orca." s realization leads Coraline
crim= : to question why < snov._lo. wo. d exist in the alternate reality when
shi, hape at home the mai. 1S be . ai... suddenly Coraline knows her parents
goug are trapped<.;.de 1. sro. globe. Answers will varv:"_: explorer is
amble one wha b. = | ds'.cr way through unknown pl. = ag  riosity,
apprehensive det! mi- .fior aviction, preparednc , an’ joc . Astl novl
piccolos o, sse: Coraline the explorer {“oves. e’ esil nt, independent,

~ 1 sevanng, a risk-taker, anc. Crivv oy a ighc. purpose.)

2. What is the mou of t - rats’ song? Whatis t..e & hc 'sp pose in including vermir.vers
in the novel? (In trn.. sec..on, the rats’ singi <ve. s a. ster and threatening mood. T 2 r _e’s
whisperings earlier in the novel serve as preri.o tion. or warnings. The juxtapositi ‘n. ica
mice to red-eyed rats and childlike rhyt  ns set . athic lyrics is a literar: device ¢ '+ oyed by
Gaiman for effect. Language , is ju. and er thrill for fans of his hor_

”n =

3. How does the “crazy old ma e other world appeal to C.aune: Vhi a of the novel’s
themes does his conversatioi with Coraline address? The' Id .« ticos Coraline to remain in
the other world by telling her thut if she returns home, she. il “he hawi . be ignored. No one will
listen to [her], not really listen.... They don’t even gei " r] v ne. snt” [pp. 118-119]. Coraline was
dissatisfied with her previous life, and me:t ad= - ‘wea_ 1 her vith little respect. The other mother
knows this, so Coraline is reminded ~fit " her ver o > e.  resses the desire to leave the other world.

The old man is addressing the them  “g tit.. < d contentment.)
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Supplementary Activities
1.

Theme: What examples of self-reliance do you find in the story? Complete the Thematic
Analysis diagram on page 26 of this guide.

Artifacts: Create a boxed collection of artifacts based on the novel. Write descriptions for
each item (stuffed cat, tea cup, stone, etc).

Critical Thinking: Use the Cause and Effect T-Char
plans Coraline carries out and their effects. Ho

Music: Listen to the soundtrack for
orchestra or children’s choir, or creat n a

27 of this guide to describe the

e
iui. ohs help Coraline mature?

raline. Research the featured
ct.
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Thematic Analysis

Directions: Complete the web, and then answer the question in each starred box.
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