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Glossary

Skills and Strategies

Thinking
Identifying attributes,
compare/contrast,
synthesizing, research,
evaluating

Vocabulary
Context clues, suffixes,
multiple meanings, parts of
speech, synonyms,
antonyms, antiquated words,
oxymororns

Writing

Descriptive, narrative,
compare/contrast,
explanation, dialogue/play

Literary Elements

Characterization, setting,
plot development, irony,
theme development,
foreshadowing, humor,
figurative language

Across the Curriculum

Listening/Speaking
Dramatization, discussion,
speaking, monologue

Comprehension
Predicting, summarizing,
cause and effect, inference,
main idea, analyzing

Social Studies—maps,
Middle Ages, culture;
Math—measurement,
money; Music—instruments,
songs; Technology—
graphics, word processing,
PowerPoint presentation,
desktop publishing
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Chapter 1, pp. 1-5

A poor boy is orphaned after the death of his mother, Asta. Father Quinel helps Asta’s son with
funeral-arrangements. The evil steward of the manor, John Aycliffe, informs Asta’s son that he
must deliver his ox to the manor as payment for his mother’s death. Asta’s son becomes
overwhelmed.

Discussion Questions

Vocabulary
1. Why didn’t th= 'lay peopl in the fields kneel as a sign of
shroud (1) ‘ . ), . >
respect = rer b cies and? .sta’s son passed by with his
pauper (2)

mothkar’s -ar ~d vody? (When Asta was alive, she and her son

steward (2) W' e si anc and taunted by the villagers. pp. 1-2)

astride (2)

deigned (3) <. VI w1, Asta buried with her fec ac. 2 east? (Asta’s body
transgression (3? | ints toward Jerusalers whic< . cas f £ gland, based on a belief
poaching (3) nat God would return tacthe oly fy o, Jerusalem where buried
forfeit (7 Christians would rissup d, = uch other. p. 2)
fnnﬁor \ 3. What can vaunte ¢t onn Ayclitfe’s character? Why do you
S 4 think so?{ Ax=wrsas” “vary. He is mean and demanding. He

LY froens,  cowis, ¥ ks, speaks harshly, whips: .. .prisons, and

N °xe. ‘es. o)

4. Why does Asta’s sor.nlu e irto w..c woods? (He is frightenea_ ad, & dir, afraid,
distressed, an. woi ed-<ho. " life. pp. 4-5)

5. Wh~" ,.. mu ain~ < this sentence, “In ti i. = ¢ ife omes death, in the midst of
deati ome ifc ‘p. 1)? (Answers will varv.)

6. Predic. = Vhat will Asta’s son do af ='=wiv. up his ox and can no lor ‘er=-orkin the
tields?

Supplementary Activities

1. Writing: Have | 1den brc  corm what they know a” ov the 4idaie Ages. Discuss. As t
read, students s. uld’ :termine whether the . ndC =p on. ‘'re accurate.

2. Social Studies: Describe the death tax to s .enn . Wi 1 a serf died, the familv ha t«"pav a
death tax to the lord of the manor bawwise e Ic 1 considered it a moneta® 1« 21 ‘o7 a
worker. Have students resea=h deai taxes «  how they affectec’ e« rfs. ine ieval
times.

3. Drama: Group students in ti o.. ae will be Asta’s son, ong Ave'ffe. na one Father
Quinel. Have them stage the cene on pages 3-4 of 1 > n' vel ....n' ne three characters.
Encourage students to use appropriate non-verbal.exp. s = s iC cnhance the scene.

4. Literary Analysis: Have students begin.the Sz N o or. age 8 of this guide.
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Story Map

Setting # 1 Characters

Setting # 2
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Metaphors and Similes

A metaphor is a comparison between two unlike objects. For example, “he was a human
tree.” A simile is a comparison between two unlike objects that uses the words like or as. For
example, “the color of her eyes was like the cloudless sky.”

Directions: Complete the chart below by listing
well as the page numbers on which they are faur.  Ide
similes with an “S.” Translate the co ri o
being compared.

aqtsimiles from the novel, as
metaphors with an “M” and

words, and then list the objects

Meta eing Compared
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Translation: \e
3. 8
3
0 E |
Translation: P 9“
=
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