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Act One

Vocabulary
predilection 5 parishioners 5 heathen 5 citadel 5
innate 5 defiled 5 ingratiating 6 ideology 6
antagonistic 6 differentiation 6 junt=.6 paradox 7
theocracy 7 manifestation 7 Lrese 7 injunctions 7
land-lust 7 dissemblina.9 C urea, O faction 10
abominations 11 deference 1 orcvidei.ce 13 demonic 14
vindictive 14 contentic 1. trepidation 18 subservient 18
calumny 20 cover. ate 24 notorious 25 prodigious 25
arbitrate 25 LT | Rt iniquity 26 defamation 31
diametrically 32 cu ation 34 seaurge S Jionysiac 35

Questions .o. Di wuss.on
1.A%%at thi sewung (time and placeX~f « = = /7 Salem, Massachusetts;
spri. 3,1v-2)

2. iv.ake a list of at least five v ara. ha.escribe Reverend Parris/ Sawe possibilities
are: villainous, paranc 4, supe = iflexible, unloving, unki< ., ancum: iou;.)

3. Describe' ie t* wro(ic = a tiny outpost—k-rely < vi ge -or .ne edge of the
wile s,

4. R ¢ dic he ‘llage’s residents regard.tiic ores and its Indian inhabitants? (The
fore. \w< [ seen as “the devil’s last | escw=." v Indians were convertec .0
Chrisianity, partly because of .ric \nuvbe  of the Puritans ¢xd pa:"., 2cuuse ney

"1

would rather steal land & m'C “'“2awnen” than from Christi<as.,

5. From what/ sia. x 1t Salem tragedy develop? (. :the -racy developed so
the colony ¢ ld st ive, sunity was a threat. Thi w. 4-r. =" was the result of a kinc
of panic that. ~ve! »ed when a need for indivic_al reec. m began to be felt.)

6. Miller wrote that we, too, “shall be { 2d s neday.” What do you thip':he
meant? Give some examoles of  vi., pe 2'=2 who look back on us fror 4 vea,
2400 will pity us.

7. What behaviors of Betty >+ . nd Ruth Putnam made ¢ me.fe. they were
possessed by witches? (i ey seemed to be in tra. wes, huriccuar d vy fits of hysteria.)

8. What did Reverend Parris see in the woods? ‘ ¢ sc  A. ail, Betty, Tutuba and
others girls dancing, and thought k> say_ e e rui.iing naked through the woods.)

9. Why was Abigail discharaed’" m' =rv. > a the Proctor household? (She was
having an affair with Johi. “roc 0., = d his wife found out about it.)

)
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26. How does Reverend Hale make Tituba feel important? (He tells her she has been
chosen to help cleanse the village.)

27. Who does Tituba say are also witches? (Sarah Good and Goody Osburn)

28. How do Abigail and Betty take advantage of what is happening to make sure they
will not be blamed for dancing in the forest? (They »egin to call out names, and
Abigail says she wants to go back to Jesus.)

29. Miller includes many of his owr opir‘sri 'n ¢ = plav  notes. If you were
producing the play on a stage, I '~ w' ul vou handle these notes?

Activities

1. In the note about v ver¢ diiale (pages 32-24), M*" ~wi st 2t many people
still believe 7 'tF ex. l.ce of the devil and wi*ch -aft. "hc.there are modern
coven’ .. o/ cr. Depending on the m="»-u, o class and on your own
fealin. . an® opmions, you might want - == =" ‘ively debate on the subject of
wh. hc 7 not one can really ber 1 others t= heir wills through witchcraft.

‘Ite hatively, you can havestu »no wr 2 their opinions individ=ly.

2. On page 5, Miller wrt ., 1" s r . _dilection for mindina.¢© r pcop s ©usiness
was time-honora=.ai ang he people of Salem, and.it .. Jou téd.y created many
of the suspicic xeo ic, .ere to feed the cC iing na et ? hHave the students
dic .o ov thev fr | about those who' mini ot. r p Ople’s business.” How can
o e2rsk hu ?

3. Disc. = Jiller’s language, which v N -ite archaic to the studer " e
them offer reasons as to wh' © _er b« _e to use this old© agu’ ye lave t' o
students compare the rc otit v ¢ im dialogue at the ! »airi. n¢ 1tk @ act with
the panic-st= ... »sp ch at we end.

4. Have groug of sti enw choose short seines.to e ariz. .nd present to the

class.
5. Use the Personal Word List on the fc.« ving age for students to list a7 ‘=t >
only the words with whizh the; are uni. " liar. If they can’t - adi«de ~c 2woraq,

it belongs on their list.

Writing Suggestions

1. On page 7, Miller wrote, “It is still impossiblef 5r' i worganize his social life
without repressions, and the balance h=wvet' . be' ruck between order and
freedom.” Do you agree that.this 5 st trc ? L~ we have too much freedom, or
not enough?

2. Write a paragraph describi. . e« tention between the various characters: How
do Parris and Proctor feel abc " each other? Putnam and Proctor? Putnam and
Giles Corey?
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Personal Word List

In the left-hand column, list any word you cannot define, either from prior
knowledge or from the context in which it is used. Then write a brief definition and

a sentence using the word.

Word

Definition

Sentence
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