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Novel Units® Single-Classroom User Agreement

With the purchase of electronic materials (such as ebooks and print-on-demand
teaching activities) from a Novel Units, Inc. (Novel Units) Web site, or that of a
Novel Units authorized dealer’s Web site, the customer (the purchaser or person
for whom this product was purchased) is granted a single-classroom user license,
which entitles the customer to use or duplicate these materials for a single
classroom (or home) only.

Sharing the digital files or reproduction of any part of this
publication in any way or by any means for additional classrooms
(or homes), an entire school, or a school system; by for-profit
institutions and tutoring centers; or for commercial sale is strictly
prohibited.

Reproduction of any part of the Teacher Guide is strictly prohibited. Use of the
materials for anything other than classroom instruction is a violation of Novel Units
intellectual property rights. Materials may be transmitted or projected via digital
device within a single classroom setting only; any other electronic transmission or
projection of materials is strictly prohibited. Novel Units retains full intellectual
property rights on all proprietary products, and these rights extend to electronic
editions of print books or materials, excerpts of print books or materials, and
individual teaching activities offered for sale in digital format.

To obtain more information, or, if you would like to use Novel Units products for
additional purposes not outlined in the single-classroom license (described above),
please contact customercare@ecslearningsystems.com.

ecslearningsystems.com
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Name ________________________________
The Devil’s Arithmetic

Study Guide
page 9

7. Who else does Aunt Eva say survived the camp?

8. Where do Gitl and Yitzchak go after the war?

9. What job does Yitzchak have in Israel?

10. What becomes of Gitl?

11. What name is given to the adoption agency started by Gilt?

12. What does the author’s Uncle Louis always say?

13. What does the author say made her family Jewish?

14. What parts of this story are/are not true?

15. What does Winston Churchill call the Holocaust?

16. What does Jane Yolen believe served as heroism in the camps?

© Novel Units, Inc. All rights reserved
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Name ________________________________
The Devil’s Arithmetic

Activity #3 • Vocabulary
Chapters 1-2

flushed (3) Passover (3) Seder (3) Yiddish (4) 
unleavened (5) Haggadah (5) pounced (6) gruesome (6) 
swoop (7) dreading (7) concentration camp (8) cordwood (8) 
uncomprehendingly (9) distorted (9) guttural (9) steerage (10) 
saga (10) compensation (10) preferred (10) frustration (12)

Directions: Fill in the blanks using vocabulary words. Write each next to the correct
definition.

1. ______________________ - harsh, rasping, produced in the throat 

2. ______________________ - to arrange, the feast commemorating the exodus of the 
Jews from Egypt

3. ______________________ - to twist out of shape

4. ______________________ - bread that is made without yeast

5. ______________________ - any story of heroic deeds

6. ______________________ - to come down with a rush

7. ______________________ - wood stacked or sold in piles 8 feet long and 4 feet wide

8. ______________________ - to like better, to choose one over another

9. ______________________ - the part of a passenger ship occupied by passengers 
traveling at the cheapest rate 

10. ______________________ - a prison camp in which political dissidents, members of 
minority ethnic groups, etc., are confined

© Novel Units, Inc. All rights reserved
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Name ________________________________
The Devil’s Arithmetic

Activity #15 • Cause/Effect
Use After Reading

Cause/Effect

Directions: The decisions people make affect the events that happen later in their lives. Using
the boxes below, fill in the causes and effects of events in the story.

1. Effect - Hannah and Gitl have only thin soup to eat. Cause?
2. Effect - Shmuel and Fayge are shot. Cause?
3. Effect - Hannah realizes that it is important to remember the injustices done to the 

Jews. Cause?
4. Cause - The commandant finds the three-fingered woman’s shoes outside the barracks 

the day after the attempted prisoner escape. Effect?
5. Cause - Reuven does not get to the midden heap before the commandant sees him in 

front of the hospital. Effect?
6. Cause - Hannah puts on Rivka’s babushka and goes into Lilith’s Cave. Effect?

© Novel Units, Inc. All rights reserved
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