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Skills and Strategies

Comprehension Writing
Creative thinking, identifying Creative writing, personal narrative,
attributes, predicting, inferring, character journal, thank-you notes,
supporting judgments, journalism, short story, essay, poetry

problem solving

Critical Thinking

Literary Elements Brainstorming, research, analysis,
Story mapping, setting, evaluation, compare/contrast,
characterization, conflict, theme, cause/effect

figurative language
Across the Curriculum

Vocabulary Social Studies—relationships, middle-
Syllables, sorting, definitions, school culture, campaign advertising;
synonyms, word maps, slang Health—wrestling, weightlifting, mental

health (bullying, self-esteem, jealousy,

Listening/Speaking journaling); Music—music history;

Math—computation; Art—design,
illustration, basic shapes, comics,
cartoonists

Discussion, oral presentation, drama
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Rowley is suspended from Safety Patrols for terrorizing kindergartners, when it was actually Greg
who chased the kids with worms. Greg does not want to tell the truth, but Mom tells him “to do
the ‘right thing,” because it’s our choices that make us who we are” (p. 182). Greg decides the
right thing to do is let Rowley take the blame. Rowley becomes popular as school cartoonist with
“Zoo-Wee Mama” comics. Tension between Rowley and Greg.increases when Rowley refuses to
give Greg any credit for the comic idea. The high school.a®u1d nts from Halloween night force
Rowley to eat the Cheese; Greg's plea that he’s allergi®’ b & = prc.acts spares him the same fate.
When classmates realize the Cheese is missing, £ g ¢ tects . wley’s reputation by claiming to
have thrown away the Cheese. Greg now as/ e/ eet Touc , though it isn’t as bad as he’d
feared. Rowley and Greg are friends ag2in, ad/ rec ows to keep Rowley’s ego in check by
reminding him of the Cheese incid«nt.

Dic 1s.  « Questions
Vocabulary ~ .om tells Greg that i _ “sk’ ul¢_ :y .do the ‘right thing,’

] ] 4 because it’s our choice. ha nal us who we are” (p. 182).
Wltnessef What does Greg/ ¢cide 1 he 1ight thing to do regarding the
dlS“’?"ﬂe\ d worm-chasi virn Ci ? Considering his mother’s advice, how
! G § are Grea’s a" sdLorous? (Greg decides to let Rowley “take one
p: forche . wm this ime around” [p. 183]. An<.ve/s will vary. Greg’s
anou.y mous g, cor ™n seems to be as trivial as ot ¢ . e, . vileges. In
culprit . mida.  _hool, all privileges seem i arr, cigr unt weight. This is
prorr}otlon | n t of the author’s pa=ody o= dlc <ho  The trivialization of his
marniac | [riendship with Rowley s u. lersc em. .t [a type of humor]| because
LT e the reader knows tr. fric. <’ pis actually important to Greg.
gﬁi})t K ne Discuss whether 5i ents. e life as Greg does: Everyone gets away

1 ht £ \
foiled with stuff ¢ cettfor )
hocus-pocus 2. Wh' dc¢ n't. g tell Mr. Winsky« e tr’ 1 hen he noivs he
taunting ill. en’ .ally be identified as<he r¢ ' ¢ et 1 tiie worm-
theories C Sl wncident? (Answers villy. C ¢ o .y takes the easiest

v, out, which in this caseis® kec quie. Though Greg knows i

/

will be in trouble, ¢ either opc e\ .. get lucky and the truth < 't
come out, or beis v ling 2 elay .ne inevitable. Intuitive ra ..

know that onc  xair_ -reg . “hoices, as in many episodic s s
drive the " vor . the ‘ot, often with disastrous r¢ alt:

3. When Rowley is accused of arizi ¥ th™ kindergartners, his puni. *.c - is o -week
suspension from Safety Patr s, ©G. _ s punishment results im=er. nc¢ - removal from
Patrols. How do you think N~ vi. xy decides on each bov's| u=""an. at? (Answers will vary.
Mr. Winsky may consider a onc veek suspension as the a, rof iate puni 1ment for the incident but
thinks Greg deserves a harsher punishment for not tellis. <t .. .tic seems to base punishments
on character, as shown by Rowley’s promotion for har. ing r._ uself with dignity.)

4. Greg thinks Rowley needs a lessornin i val rar. th. ‘Rowley is acting like a jerk. Do you
agree with Greg? What can vau i fi. mi ' y’sactions? (Answers will vary. Some students
may agree with Greg, although. st . lize Greg’s actions are hypocritical, as he has not been
a very good friend to Rowley, eithe. ™ wley seems to have had enough of Greg. By becoming friends
with Collin Lee, Rowley could be sen. .. a message to Greg, or he may be ready to permanently end
his friendship with Greg.)
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14. Prediction: Will Greg keep Rowley’s secret about eating the Cheese?

Supplementary Activities

1.

Writing: Everyone comes up with crazy theories about why the Cheese is missing. Write a
school newspaper article reporting the event. Include interviews with Greg’s classmates.

2. Literary Analysis: Complete the Literary Devices cka. »n bag’ 28 of this guide.

3. Compare/Contrast: Originally, Greg’s adver' wes  ere pu. ished online at

http://www.funbrain.com/journal/J¢ rng ht= Ty Jour alDay=1&ThisPage=1 (active at
time of publication). Compare one. o1 vo/ v/ : favorite parts from the novel with the
online version. Write a brief ex»la. tic 01 ..ie differences between the two versions, and
tell which you like bg

Comprehension: Write. se ¢ °nu.g to a story about wha'"au. ha; en if Greg had also
been forced to ¢ ¢t. \Ci a7 . Write for five minu.es, a1tk 1 ¢ :hange papers with the
student ne "oy« 1. ad what that student wrate,” rd' 'd. ) his or her story. After writing
for anotl r fiveir. uates, exchange papers wi a 2difi ent student. Continue exchanging
p7 i i 24 ng to what others have ... cte... ke irn stories to the original writer. Write a
c clu Hn to the story that you st te | t.__nished story to the class.

Wriuiig: The author of Diarv.of Wi 9y .u wishes he’d kept a jouri ! k' Start your
own journal. Use it to lez 1 apou 7« Liself as you grow up ard .C njov w en  ou are
an adult.
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Word Map

Directions: Complete the word map below by filling in information for the chosen vocabulary
word.

Synonyms Maga d t, u awing, or symbol

6 ws w 1at the word means

o™’

word used in a sente

in your own words

_a
-
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Literary Devices

Directions: Authors use literary devices to make their writing interesting and descriptive. Read
the definitions of the literary devices listed below, and then find an example of each in the
novel. Include the page number where you found the example.

Literary Device | txc ple

Flashback: |
The story switches to an event f© m' e | st,
and then returns to the € *.\ 20! or
clues such as “She remer.  ere thcast
time...” followed ' "a° eri. = /n the past.)

Foreskb~do' ng;

n€ 2nt. h. _Jabout before it happe¢ s. |
(_ xar »les His plan would work urles "is
» sther Tound out about it.) |

Metaphor: ’
A compas nis aac we veen two unlike
objects

(Example He ) s a numan tree.) |

Simile:

A comparison is made betvee. tw un «e
objects using the/ oic. ‘ike rc

(Example: The co -of I e, ~was like the
cloudless sky.) |

Onomatopoeia:
Words sound like what they = an.
(Examples: buzz, hiss) |

Idiom:

A phrase or expression that has a meaning
different from the individual words that make
up the phrase.

(Example: It’s raining cats and dog:
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