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Skills and Strategies

Thinking
Brainstorming, research, critical
thinking, decision-making,
creative thinking

Comprehension
Predicting, evaluating decisions,
sequencing, summarizing

Writing
Letter, essay, review, poem,
short story, skit, brochure,
journal

Listening/Speaking
Oral presentation, discussion,
acting

Vocabulary

Definitions, parts of speech,
context clues, antonyms

Literary Elements

Setting, conflict, characterization,
point of view, theme, symbolism,
figurative language,
foreshadowing

Across the Curriculum

Art—caricature, sketch, painting;
Social Studies—Child Protective
Services, social work, abusive
relationships; Health/Science—
battered-wife syndrome; Math—
budget, credit cards




August 28-October 1

Tish Bonner begins writing in a journal as part of a school assignment, labeling most entries

“Do not read.” She writes about strange, secret things in the first few entries and is assured of her
privacy when her teacher seems ignorant of anything Tish has written. Slowly, Tish begins to
write more about her life—her opinions on school, her friends, the way she feels about her
younger brother Matt, her depressed mother, her absent father, her deceased grandmother, and
her boss at Burger Boy who punishes her by reducing her«vor hours after she refuses his offer of
a date.

Discussior Qu( stic =
Vocabulary 1. Whetis 2 p m ol of the novel? How is it written? Are you
crochet it tere. =d r§adin'g turther? Why or why not? (The Slfory is
brigade wi_ ‘en .a series of journal entries o may be kept private as
dissect My . they are of an acceptab!alen. 1 ai frequ.ency.. Answefs will
aptitude ary, although many s _.den| wi Xpss immediate interest in
stashed reading someone’s secre. th. s 1 iich s/he does not want anyone
else to know.)
egocent
¢ 3he 2. What are/ our first ip pressions of Tish Bonner? What do you
¢ ber g learn? »ou . 1s you read her journal? (Auswers will vary. Tish
equ.vdlent Bc aer <77 nair,” chews gum constar. v.“a2s vt think of
dignified aers tay prissy,” and does not wer' . hou. wh  hei teachers think
| feminist 0" her. 1hough she seems intelliger, na._ -oic. well on aptitude tests,
- . e appears not to ca. raba’ _sc cor ad v a C-student. She must

work after schoc’ ‘o vé. foir e ti ngs she wants. Her mother also
works but does = -arn._uc.., ..d Tish takes care of her younger
brother.)

3. Describe .sh’s friends. How is Tie="" ific Civ com them? Why do yout'vmk .0 or, ders
these girls her best friends wher. hissc "_iike them? (Tish’s b_st fri ade are £y, Rochelle,
and Chastity. Sandv_has r-one, . ‘o< o shoplift. Chastitv is. ave  en. <er: "the group. Sandy
and Chastity har oo, “er. . a. Rochelle always likes a e oo \Tisr. 'oes not shoplift [though it
may be more fro. fear' ge. | caught than from a conc’ n', «riy “<au wrong], does not usuc
conform to the g1 2’s t nking, and has no inter 5t il 20y Ar wers will vary.)

4. What does Tish remember as a happy chi: o« morn. 1t? What is ironic about th 2«"ish
was cuddled up with Matt and their gra>"ot. = in . :ir warm home, with the li s it = f m
the Christmas tree. This is irgx = becai 2 Tish a.  Jatt were cuddling < th-"wir . “.di odther to
avoid being involved in a terri '« ~ht'. we 1 their parents. There was s an. ¢ w.  .ound them,
yet Tish remembers this as a . ot e pecause she was close to k. crott. an._ grandmother.)

5. How does Tish feel about Ma ? How does Matt feel &« »uf (isti. w0 ou think they have a
good relationship? (Tish tries to be a good sister and.¢ re. “ Mi...c since their mother is rarely
around and is sometimes oblivious to what Matt neea [ish_ies w0 be patient with Matt even
though she is not always successful. Tish vorr’ s« ur_ ‘att witnessing the turmoil within their
family and in their home. She is Kir' na_2nc < tov rd nim. Matt loves Tish unconditionally, and
he is always willing to accept ! wou . . na . ..shments because he knows that she loves and
cares about him. Answers will va. )
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6. How does Tish feel about Mrs. Dunphrey? How do you know this? (Tish believes that Mrs.
Dunphrey is a good teacher. She thinks Mrs. Dunphrey is smart [although keenly unaware of her
students’ personal lives], kind, trustworthy, and innovative. Although Tish believes that teachers in
general are clueless and give meaningless assignments, she has a special respect for Mrs. Dunphrey.
Answers will vary, but students should cite the numerous journal entries where Tish “speaks” directly
to Mrs. Dunphrey.)

7. Describe Tish’s conflict with Bud Turner. Why does 4 = a -emrt to resolve the conflict
peacefully? (Bud Turner is much older than Tish, ai = risr. ~ ds hu 1 repulsive. Bud wants to take
Tish out on a date, but she refuses his offer. B o, ded ar ! assigns Tish fewer work hours the
next week. Tish wants to quit, but she . ~idc_ 't vor. projf. _sionally by talking to the manager,
Mr. Seagrave. She needs to keep her job sc hel n:in enough money to buy Matt a Nintendo for
his birthday.)

8. After sharing a happy Lu. 2t tF Cler family, Tish feels that ..f¢ the first time in years,
everything might b=ali ‘¢ht 1 tue Bonner house” (p. 27,. My at. this feeling an
example, and d’ yo —cha “.sh’s optimism? (This reelir is o ex. aple of foreshadowing.
Answers w' =y

St pl nel ary Activities

1 Tinic cine: Using the Time Line n . zed 7 of this guide, record the/ 1ais=evants in Tish’s
ife as she relates them in® .c. jou »2'. ‘his activity will continv = ycure d tf e novel.

2. Figurative La® guas .. beg. res rding similes and.-metan™ s ¢ afi rrative language chart.
Continue add™ ¢ - “harvas youread the no.el. E \m} s:' miles—“Mom and Dad
yellit [ ol wind(p. 15); “I felt like I'a. "«ac »n. hi g awtful like drowning a Kkitten”
(p- It Met Hhc —Susan Stanwick and Mi.« darG s brains: computers (p. 9): Mom:
ghost/. ad< / (p. 14)

o
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Directions: In the numbered boxes below, write eight major events in Tish’s life

Time Line

as re ©tes them in her journal. On
the lines below the graphic, make a prediction about how Tish’s anc. vatt’s lives e after their mother returns.

N,
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Making Decisions

Directions: Choose three to seven possible solutions to the problem below.
(a) State each solution in a short sentence.
(b) Design three to five “criteria” (questions yow:can ask to measure how good a
particular choice may be).
(c) Rate the criteria for each solution: 1&5; m&ae; 3 =no.
to

Problem: Tish and Matt’s mother has arch for their father.

Solutions Criteri

l
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