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Skills and Strategies

Critical Thinking
Identifying attributes,
compare/contrast, research,
evaluating decisions,
brainstorming

Comprehension
Analysis, main idea, predicting,
cause/effect, sequencing

Writing
Essay, script, journal, poetry,
novel chapter, review

Listening/Speaking
Interview, oral presentation,
listening, discussion, acting

Vocabulary

Definitions, synonyms/antonyms,
parts of speech, context clues,
glossary

Literary Elements

Foreshadowing, climax,
figurative language, theme,
characterization, setting,
point of view, genre, conflict,
audience

Across the Curriculum

Science—cancer/leukemia,
nutrition, stages of grief;
Music—jazz, drumming;
Math—tutoring/teaching;
Other—service projects,
community involvement
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Dangerous Pie-Anxiety with Tic Tacs

Steven sits in his eighth-grade graduation ceremony remembering his school year. He recalls a
journal entry in which he wrote about his annoying little brother, Jeffrey. He is proud to be playing
the drum solo in the finale of the spring jazz concert. He remembers the morning of October 7
when his younger brother fell off of a stool and bled freely. At the end of that agonizing day,
Steven found out that Jeffrey had leukemia.

Discussion Question-

Vocabulary 1. Where is thes" atc s the ovel begins? What clues does he
tethered give'ajb\ ttiicatd s Y Lot? . ﬁe {1arrator is sitting in his gown at
asphyxiated an ei'th ad e aaation. He indicates fhat over the' last s'chool
prose Yo n en e e has- changed. He explains by recalling a journal
ambitious eti war 't nis annoying younger brof ic.
unrelenting 2. escribe Jeffrey as yon learz’. »ut. im' om his older brother’s
fateful point of view. (Jeffrey1a0a ¢ ¢ fi. ye..-old boy with blond hair.
perch He embarrasses his«i'der. ot~ nom he adores. He is also a bit
concoc. n mischievous, ma vwa= an_ concoctions in the Kitchen using his

ol brother’s p¢ ze drumstic s as stirring utensils. He is kindhearted,
. ter howev. . S.. .. emwarrassed when Jeffrey reveals too personal
incc..ogation in, ma_ ndeven’s peers. The brothers 1avetvpical sibling
demoted wa )
haze A out what things is Steve=mnos con  rned as he begins his
commenta e uarrative? (He is a dcyatec 'rur. 1er ad cares passionately about
ol his music. He is' ~ccer. v _[h girls, particularly Renee Albert,
scl. W even though she''.. an ¢ ‘er boyfriend. He is plagued by insecurities
leukigia typical to ¥ st feen. )

A

4. What happens on the morri g Oci® ber 7? What conflictor te sic .oe thus create?
(That morning, St is . kin_ lejy.., oreakfast. Jeffrey fo. s o ay chc ool and injures his
nose. The family s ala ea he: they realize how much Jef; v's' se is leeding. Mrs. Alper ri hes
him to the hospr " whii  Mr. .aiper takes Steven £°.school.’ tev. * we. (s he may be in big trouk:
because he allowe.. » #a it on the tall steol. = ai. v rrie._:bout how Jeffrey is farin< .. e
his father did not offer much reassurance on. ria. 9 sci. l. Mrs. Alper is clearly tense | arase
of Jeffrey’s bleeding.)

5. What tactics does Steven u kee, is ¢ ina off of Jeffrey? What' 2 .. w( s a
distraction? What good nev. a. »Stc [ receive from Mr. Watra<? (. Ter' ving to focus on
other things, including difficul. = "o oblems and pretty girls, hel < a'stc Tistunce himself from
the day’s issues when he plays ' ums. He is pleased wher. Ar.| Vatrus of rs nim a difficult drum
solo to play in the spring concert.)

6. Compare and contrast Renee and Annatte. £“ = wwei will . ry. Renee is popular and pretty.
She attracts attention, and Steven ha< a ¢ 'sh. 1 he Sk zagerly ends conversations with Steven
to be with her other friends. While 1 2« ‘es. *s m truly interested in Steven, Annette seems
very interested in him. Annette. mc 2. tive to Steven, following through with conversations
and asking questions to which she .~ ine., wants answers. She babysat Jeffrey and is compassionate
about his hurt nose. She is not as pop_ar or flashy as Renee. Steven says she is not good with boys
but acknowledges that she is a good piano player. Both girls are in Steven’s grade, and they offer him
female attention.)
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7. After getting home, what does Steven expect? What does he learn instead? (Steven expects
to be blamed for Jeffrey’s injuries. He is instead shocked by the news that Jeffrey has leukemia.)

8. Prediction: How will Jeffrey’s illness affect him and his family?

Supplementary Activities
1. Figurative Language: Begin a chart identifying the fii =ai ve l2nguage used in the novel.

Continue adding to the chart as you read the nc . Ex. »les. himiles—“blond ringlets like
the ones on the angels” (p. 4); “braces that®_ <L I triec to swallow a train wreck” (p. 4);
“He started to scream like a banshee. 7 (pp.¢ 17, “...A inette just popped up like some
spastic hand puppet” (p. 28); “...t="» t1 ap =¥ ie blasting like a herd of elephants...” (p. 32);
Metaphors—Steven Alper: Kii® .ot e . net (p. 4); discussion: an. unending round of
guilt-trip Ping-Pong (, 17,

2. Music: Conduct remsarc. "o ¢ -ermine what differsatiate ;. =z t. m ¢ aer music genres.
Select two piece of s Cuie that is jazz and oneshat - frc 1 a different genre. Write a
short essa ¢ .np’ in, .nd contrasting the twafect ot = .C.

2 My Re arc  Dizzy Gillespie, and writta §© 0 sa explaining his contribution to
ja rm. ic.

4. Hea. . Conduct research on ci 'dh d!=.emia. What is it? How if t freated? What are

he statistics for overcomi’ 5 e ‘se. .?

The Fat "at ¢ t—; firey’s Vacation

Steven reca. \w! n Jeffrey was born and he' ocl=orni = .role of big brother prote’ (01_Steven stays
home with I uaistant, silent father w'*'. Yuc 100 er and brother go.to Phi'v"alp iv tess.
Although Mrs. Alper checks in dusin, "5 wedvith news confirmirig Teff v/~ ienlf i ia, Steven
does not receive word of thes my tag ' _ keeps the initialinf. =tat. a1 h= about Jeffrey to
himself, trying to cg® vux hi sel hat Jeffrey is really fine'ana « » doc »rs nave made a mistake.
He deflects his fear . d an_ b, :ing funny at school, pr’ -ti ng = nining, and venting in
journal.

Discussion Questions
1. What incident does Steven ratell in/ s Octo. = 3 journal entry? How did St ,1'salk with

Grandpa affect him? (Stever. _ wudj. “er. Id him that he would be sy al" d. -tant to
Jeffrey because he was the big' of» —nu. whe father or the mother<_ am, tor. Steven that he
would have to help care for the .oy vecause the baby watld nevd' 'deven believes he has

taken on the protector role prett, well. He remembers the 1. 0. ibilit.t< Care for his little brother
from the moment he met him.)

2. As the family commiserates about Jeff y’s < Ji. fic . whut is their first collective emotion?
Why do you think they feel this 7= v? | he mi. rec.uls all the ways they could have treated
Jeffrey better or paid closer atte="5ion . n as . 7 ukemia symptoms began. They feel guilty for
everything they did wrong or imp. ¢ 'y, 1 though they know rationally that changing their
actions could not have changed the ‘ome for Jeffrey. As a class, discuss the different stages of
grief, including how they relate to a severe illness in a family.)
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Character Web

Directions: Complete the attribute web by filling in information specific to a character in
the novel.

Actions

O
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