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Aguascalientes, Mexico and Las Uvas, pp. 1-22

The preface introduces Papa and six-year-old Esperanza in 1924. The father and daughter are walking
through the vineyard, and Papa tells Esperanza that if she lies down, she can hear the heartbeat of the
land. She listens and finally hears the heartbeat of the land combined with Papa’s and her own.

In the second chapter, Esperanza begins the grape harvest< <t tinghe first bunch. At the end of
the three-week harvest will be her thirteenth birthday < a b =sta. she dreams of the time when
she will have her presentation party. She remem* ... ha. t one | me she wanted to marry Miguel,
but her mother explained that a “big river' =puie’s 1e i.ndov.ners from the hired workers.
Esperanza recalls how, when she told th™ to' ‘igt '“rieir relationship changed from friends to
acquaintances. Esperanza pricks her? a1ge an" -ose thorn, which foreshadows something painful to

come. Miguel and his fathe “i"_ ap. »n¢  ring his body home.

Vocabulary
arbors <, tendril (1) scthe vicious (8)
prem itiop (Y, serenaded (9) nonge (9) porcelain (9)
aa e crochet (12) aisune sished (13) nape (13)
-api ious (13) propriety (17 huosophical (13)  resurrected (16)
« .adled (21) transfor._ing 1) candelabra (21)

Discussion Questions
1. What does the! = »cco information tell us® sout ne' »ary /It ygives setting, time, and

7

she = nre tionshir Detween Papa and Esg vonz Ar vers vill vary. p. 1)

2. Wi doy uthink the land is importar®™ Do wu th % it will play a part in thaest of the
stor, / pa’s eyes dance with love foi - d '« . he says it is alive and has' ko the
Answcrs will vary. p. 1)

3. Is it important that Eszorai 2 b w0 ot only the land’sthea ' au ut' o< er father’s and her
own? Why? ¢ s, erc za  eds to feel that she, her fut' e, d th‘'and are all connected
Answers will " ry. pt. -3,
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4. Why is it unuste. -1« .emale to cut th{ first' ape ' ster: (This honor is usually res’ ve. ‘or 8

the eldest son. p. 4) ®
5. Explain the ”big river” m« ohor | at senaic _s Esperanza and Mi¢ e'® “he, rei »m

different social classes and. .. 2ver 2 le to associate with each otr. ai espcadlly not get

married. p. 18)
6. No one says in words that | apa is dead (p. 22). Disc_ s | »w tha.~ .aracters express their

feelings. (Answers will vary.)
7. Prediction: Abulelita says there is n¢ ose witi ut. orns. How does this saying predict what's

to come in the story? (It means ere. nc fe v _hout difficulties. Papa’s death begins

Esperanza’s life of difficultie. ». 1.

=
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Supplementary Activities

1. Social Studies: Have students locate Aguascalientes, Mexico, on a map. Let them guess where
the fictional El Rancho de las Rosas should be.

2. Literary Analysis/Symbols: The heartbeat of the land symbolizes agriculture in the book. Have
students begin a list of other symbols that occur in"e | ook.

3. Literary Analysis/Characterization: Have student. hegin'« harater analysis chart (see page 9
of this guide) for Esperanza, Mam: ‘Rar’ bn. an_ Abue! a.

4. Literary Analysis/Plot Developm? t: i ve w.ents begin a plot graph (see page 10 of this
guide) to use as thev read . stv

5. Social Studies: Have 1de s r. _arch the Mexican revol:*ion. 1% Y and make a chart of
the leaders or cc.  si.

6. Social/ cuuies: 1st-.d of chapter numbers, *"Cauti. r Lo ".amed each chapter after a fruit or
~at. 'e. | .ve the students begin a list of d. .nd add to it as they read each chapter.
Ha\. tho write a sentence explainif 1 thasicni® ance of each food to the story.

7. 508 nce: Have the students re arc  th< .y grapes used to be harv stec by tand and
compare it to how gra: .5 .re’ . w  .rvested by machine.

8. Literary Al lysic¢ sirnilec "= “author uses similesthat < ... are hai _ters to animals—Alfonso
looka"= @' rlcpu py (p. 16), and the tvo u=lel ook «e Lnderfed billy goats (p. 19).
i ‘estc >nc bHri | a picture of a person i “a. agc = or newspaper and describe the
pe N u g a.animal comparison. Hamain studc *s begin a list of similes 2=d add to the
list . tk* read.

9. Writing: Abuelita quotes ar ol niLverls, “inere is no rose without th re,” w7 means that
life has difficulties (p.74)." ave < onts find a familiar.prc >« A\ ‘te’ few sentences
about its me’ .y

10. Language: H' = the tudents begin a list oft par™:h \ or¢. *hacure defined in the text an .
add to the list <.~ _, = .ad the book.

s
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Using Predictions

We all make predictions as we read—Ilittle guesses about what will happen next, how a conflict will
be resolved, which details will be important to the plot, which details will help fill in our sense of a
character. Students should be encouraged to predict, to make $ nsible guesses as they read the novel.

As students work on their predictions, these discussion’ astio.. :an b : used to guide them: What
are some of the ways to predict? What is th= pret.c. of ¢ ophist ated reader’s thinking and
predicting? What clues does an author give » liel u ma..e preuictions? Why are some predictions
more likely to be accurate than others?

Create a chart for recording ' .c fio. T _ could be either an indivi 'ia1 : class activity. As each
subsequent chapter is discus. 1, si deris can review and.correc’™ " 2ir cevi s predictions about plot
and characters as nec ssg

I L .e facts and ideas the h
author gives. p =
L— adh W, A

e vor' own
pri. knowledge.

N - - — 7

Apr any new information (i.e., f o clas
disct 1) that may cause you tasshar ¢ r nund.

Predictions
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