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With the purchase of electronic materials (such as ebooks and print-on-demand
teaching activities) from a Novel Units, Inc. (Novel Units) Web site, or that of a
Novel Units authorized dealer’s Web site, the customer (the purchaser or person
for whom this product was purchased) is granted a single-classroom user license,
which entitles the customer to use these materials for a single classroom (or home)
only.

Sharing the digital files or reproduction of any part of this
publication in any way or by any means for additional classrooms
(or homes), an entire school, or a school system; by for-profit
institutions and tutoring centers; or for commercial sale is strictly
prohibited.

Reproduction of any part of this Teacher Guide is strictly prohibited.
Use of the materials for anything other than classroom instruction is a violation of
Novel Units intellectual property rights. Novel Units retains full intellectual property
rights on all proprietary products, and these rights extend to electronic editions of
print books or materials, excerpts of print books or materials, and individual
teaching activities offered for sale in digital format.

To obtain more information, or, if you would like to use Novel Units products for
additional purposes not outlined in the single-classroom license (described above),
please contact customercare@ecslearningsystems.com.
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total-phone, microfilm;
Literature—Whatever Happened 
to Janie? (1993)

Skills and Strategies

Table of Contents
Summary....................................................................3

About the Author ......................................................3

Characters ..................................................................4

Initiating Activities ...................................................5

Vocabulary Activities ................................................5

Six Sections ................................................................6
Each section contains: Summary, Vocabulary,
Discussion Questions, and Supplementary Activities

Post-reading Discussion Questions .........................17

Post-reading Extension Activities ...........................19

Assessment ...............................................................20

Scoring Rubric .........................................................28

•
 D
ow
nl
oa
da
bl
e 
N
ov
el
 U
ni
ts
®
Pr
od
uc
t •
 S
in
gl
e-
C
la
ss
ro
om
 U
se
r 
Li
ce
ns
e 
•



Chapters 1–3
For sophomore Janie Johnson, it is just a regular day of school—that is, until lunchtime, when
Janie sees a photograph of her much younger self on the back of a milk carton. The name under
the picture is Jennie Spring, and the information on the carton describes how three-year-old
Jennie was kidnapped from a shopping center in New Jersey 12 years before. Although stunned,
Janie interacts fairly normally with her friends and parents the rest of the day. However, Janie’s
mind is racing as she contemplates whether her parents are capable of kidnapping.

Discussion Questions
1. Why did Janie gradually change her name on school

assignments from “Jane Johnson” to “Jayne Johnstone”?
(Janie feels that both her first and last names are boring and generic.
Changing her first name to “Jayne” makes her feel more interesting
and attractive. She feels that the last name Johnson is “hardly 
a name at all; more like a page out of the phone book” [p. 3]. 
Janie wonders why her parents, considering that their last name 
is rather plain, would have given her such an uninteresting first 
name. Students may also wish to discuss Janie’s age and how 
many teenagers struggle with identity issues.) 

2. Describe Reeve. Why does Reeve struggle so much in school?
(Reeve has been Janie’s neighbor and friend since childhood. He is 
a senior at Janie’s school who never does homework and makes poor
grades. Reeve has three siblings—Megan, Lizzie, and Todd—who 
excelled in school and attended prominent colleges such as Cornell,

Princeton, and Stanford. Reeve’s parents and siblings often criticize him for his lack of effort in
school. Answers will vary. Some students may assume that Reeve struggles in school due to low
intelligence. However, other students might think that Reeve’s performance in school stems mostly
from feeling overshadowed by his competitive, overachieving siblings.)

3. What is Janie’s reaction to seeing her own picture on a milk carton? (At first, Janie feels
“something evil and thick” [p. 10] settle over her. She can hardly speak or move as she realizes she 
is seeing her own picture on the milk carton. She is shocked and is only able to endure the rest of 
the day because her body functions automatically. As she rides home from school with Reeve, she is
barely able to process what he is saying because she is so preoccupied with wondering about her real
name, family, and birth date.)

4. Why does the world “shift” for Janie inside Friendly Ice Cream? (While sitting inside the ice-
cream parlor with Reeve, Janie suddenly recalls sitting on a swiveling stool in an ice-cream parlor as 
a little girl, with a pretty woman sitting next to her. Answers will vary, but most students will likely
guess that Janie has had a flashback to around the time she was kidnapped. Students should note
that the white polka-dot dress from the milk carton figures very prominently into Janie’s “daymare.”)

5. Why does Janie examine the family’s furniture and framed photographs when she arrives
home? (Answers will vary. Janie seems to be reviewing what she knows as she “[walks] through the
house, touching” [p. 25]. The familiar furniture and décor in her mother’s taste reassure Janie that
she knows herself and her family well. Walking through her childhood home and seeing pictures of
herself on the walls make Janie feel stable, safe, and, most importantly, like her parents never could
have [or would have] kidnapped her.)

marital
memorable
jaded
mortified
anonymous 
ruefully
articulate
obituary
compute
commute
contours
technique 
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6. What startling realization plagues Janie as she looks at the photographs of herself on the
walls, and why? (Though she has realized it before, Janie notes that there are no baby pictures 
of her. Now that Janie knows Jennie Spring was kidnapped at age three, she begins suspecting once
again that she could be the missing girl. Janie realizes that her parents’ explanation of the lack of
baby pictures—that they didn’t buy a camera until Janie was five—does not explain why they never
had studio portraits done or received copies of pictures others took.)

7. Why do you think Janie questions Mrs. Shields about Mrs. Johnson’s strictness? What answer
does Mrs. Shields provide? (Answers will vary. Though she doesn’t express it, Janie likely thinks
her mother was strict because she was constantly afraid people might recognize Janie and remove 
her from the Johnsons’ home. Mrs. Shields’ explanation is simpler. She explains to Janie that, in 
life, there are “too many dreadful possibilities out there” and “mothers have nightmares about 
their babies…drowning in a neighbor’s swimming pool [or] snapping the spine playing football” 
[p. 31]. She also offers the possibility that Mrs. Johnson was overprotective of Janie because Janie 
is an only child.)

8. What differences between herself and her parents does Janie note? Why is she cataloging
these differences? (Janie notes that her mother’s decorating taste [deep, intense colors] differs
drastically from Janie’s taste [pale, subtle colors]. Janie also notes physical differences between her
and her mother, such as the fact that her mother’s feet are long and narrow, while Janie’s feet are
short and wide. Finally, while listening to her parents talk, Janie notes that “they spout conversation
continually” while Janie has “more listening in [her] than talking” [p. 34]. Answers will vary, but
Janie seems to be collecting evidence that proves she is not Frank and Miranda Johnson’s real
daughter.)

9. Why does Janie keep having “daymares”? (Answers will vary. Perhaps memories of Janie’s past
are resurfacing since she is now seriously contemplating the possibility that she was kidnapped as a
young girl. However, some students might feel that Janie’s desire to have a more interesting name
and life are causing her mind to play tricks on her.)

10. Prediction: How will Janie further investigate the Jennie Spring kidnapping?

Supplementary Activities

1. Name Art: Write your first and last name on a sheet of paper, and create a collage around
your name (using clipart, newspaper and magazine clippings, paint, ink, etc.) of colors,
pictures, and words that you feel best represent you. Then, following Janie’s example, change
some letters in your name. Write your altered first and last name on a separate sheet of
paper, and create a new collage for that name. Afterward, compare your two collages and
discuss as a class how a person’s name is a large part of his or her identity. 

2. Research: Find information about the National Child Safety Council, an organization 
that has drawn national attention to child abductions since the 1980s through its missing
children milk carton program. Write a one-page report discussing the council’s mission and
how corporations work with the council to keep children safe.
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I Predict…

Directions: Spend a few minutes looking at the cover of the novel and flipping through its pages.
What can you predict about the characters, the setting, and the problem in the novel? Write your
predictions in the spaces below.

From the information you gathered above, do you think you will enjoy reading this novel? 
Circle your response on the scale below.

Explain your prediction on the lines below.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Characters The Setting The Problem

0 —— 1 —— 2 —— 3 —— 4 —— 5 —— 6 —— 7 —— 8 —— 9 —— 10

I will not like this novel. I will really like this novel.
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