Teacher Guide Grades 7-8

The Face on the Milk Carton

Caroline B. Cooney

NOVEE@NTS

NEW WAYS TO TEACH READING,
WRITING, & CRITICAL THINKING



* Downloadable Novel Units® Product ¢ Single-Classroom User License ¢

ecs ECS eBooks —
\ ~  Download. Print. Teach.

Novel Units® Single-Classroom User Agreement
for Non-Reproducible Material

With the purchase of electronic materials (such as ebooks and print-on-demand
teaching activities) from a Novel Units, Inc. (Novel Units) Web site, or that of a
Novel Units authorized dealer’s Web site, the customer (the purchaser or person
for whom this product was purchased) is granted a single-classroom user license,
which entitles the customer to use these materials for a single classroom (or home)
only.

Sharing the digital files or reproduction of any part of this
publication in any way or by any means for additional classrooms
(or homes), an entire school, or a school system; by for-profit
institutions and tutoring centers; or for commercial sale is strictly
prohibited.

Reproduction of any part of this Teacher Guide is strictly prohibited.
Use of the materials for anything other than classroom instruction is a violation of
Novel Units intellectual property rights. Novel Units retains full intellectual property
rights on all proprietary products, and these rights extend to electronic editions of
print books or materials, excerpts of print books or materials, and individual
teaching activities offered for sale in digital format.

To obtain more information, or, if you would like to use Novel Units products for
additional purposes not outlined in the single-classroom license (described above),
please contact customercare@ecslearningsystems.com.

ecslearningsystems.com




THE FACE ON THE MILK CARTON

by
Caroline B. Cooney

Teacher Guide

Written by
Mina Watts

Note

in other editions. Novel ISBN: 978-0-385-74238-2

students prior to reading and discussing it with them.

The 2012 Ember paperback edition of the novel, © 1990 by Caroline B.
Cooney, was used to prepare this guide. The page references may differ

Please note: This novel deals with sensitive, mature issues. Please assess
the appropriateness of this novel for the age level and maturity of your

ISBN 978-1-60878-536-0

Copyright infringement is a violation of Federal Law.

© 2013 by Novel Units, Inc., Bulverde, Texas. All rights reserved. Reproduction of any part of this product
is strictly prohibited. No part of this publication may be translated, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted
or shared in any way or by any means (electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise)
without prior written permission from Novel Units, Inc. Reproduction of any part of this publication for
multiple school terms, an entire school or for a school system, by for-profit institutions and tutoring centers,
or for commercial sale is strictly prohibited.

Novel Units is a registered trademark of ECS Learning Systems, Inc. Printed in the United States of America.

ECS Learning Systems, Inc. recommends that the purchaser/user of this publication preview and use his/her
own judgment when selecting lessons and activities. Please assess the appropriateness of the content and
activities according to grade level and maturity of your students. The responsibility to adhere to safety
standards and best professional practices is the duty of the teachers, students, and/or others who use the
content of this publication. ECS Learning Systems is not responsible for any damage, to property or person,
that results from the performance of the activities in this publication.

Publisher Information
For a complete catalog, contact—

Novel Units, Inc.
P.O. Box 97
Bulverde, TX 78163-0097

Web site: novelunits.com

For more digital resources, visit:
ecslearningsystems.com

o 9SUDDIT JBS() WOOISSD|)-3|BUIS o ONPOIY GSHUN [PAON] B|qOPLOJUMO( o



* Downloadable Novel Units® Product * Single-Classroom User License ©

Table of Contents

SUMMATY....civiiiiiiiiiiiiiiic e 3
About the Author ........ccoocoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiic 3
Characters.....ccceooevivuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinini e 4
Initiating ACtivities ......cccceeeiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiniiniinnnnn S
Vocabulary Activities ........cccoeeeiriiiniiiiiiiniiiiiinninnnne. 5
SiX SeCHiONS .....ccvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 6

Each section contains: Summary, Vocabulary,
Discussion Questions, and Supplementary Activities

Post-reading Discussion Questions......cc....ccceuuueenees 17
Post-reading Extension Activities..............cooeeennnne. 19
ASSESSMENT ......civiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 20
Scoring RUDTiC ....ccouceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniicrccee 28

Skills and Strategies

Thinking
Predictions, brainstorming,
compare/contrast, inferences,
creative thinking, analysis,
evaluation

Comprehension
Cause/effect, sequencing,
identifying attributes,
supporting judgments

Writing
Journal, short story, news article,
essay, dialogue, alternate ending,
poem, summary, recommendation,
quiz

Vocabulary

Word maps, glossary, application

Listening/Speaking
Discussion, oral presentation,
dramatization

Literary Flements
Genre, point of view, theme,
foreshadowing, story map,
flashback, character analysis

Across the Curriculum
Art—collage, sketch, book
illustrations, novel cover;
Research—National Child
Safety Council; Technology—
total-phone, microfilm;
Literature—Whatever Happened
to Janie? (1993)
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Chapters 1-3

For sophomore Janie Johnson, it is just a regular day of school—that is, until lunchtime, when
Janie sees a photograph of her much younger self on the back of a milk carton. The name under
the picture is Jennie Spring, and the information on the carton describes how three-year-old
Jennie was kidnapped from a shopping center in New Jersey 12 years before. Although stunned,
Janie interacts fairly normally with her friends and parents the rest of the day. However, Janie’s
mind is racing as she contemplates whether her parents a=e c. »able of Kidnapping.

Discussiol Qu¢ cic

Vocabulary 1. Why dic ani¢ 3re  :ally change her name on school

i assig. aer : fiola “Jane Johnson” to “Jayne Johnstone”?
marital (). ie, s cuat both her first and last. wmes are boring and generic.
memorable Che  ng her first name to “Javne”  ake ‘“er feel more interesting
]adeq ) 1d attractive. She fee’ that e <t. me,ohnson is “hardly
mortified a name at all; more like' .pc > ou Of e phone book” [p. 3].
anonyms Janie wonders wha''Ur pe. nts, W.sidering that their last name
ruefully is rather plai=.w_ " e iven her such an uninteresting first
° . name. Stu’ entesuagyv 2’ ) wish to discuss Janie’s age and how
\ $ many . HuserS. ruggle with identity issuess
CcG. | udte
commute 7 De. ib’ ‘eeve. Why does Reeve st 7g. ", uc.. in school?
contours (RPeev .as been Janie’s neighbor a. fri. 4 &0v ' chilahood. He is
technique senior at Janie’s school wle . wer ves'. _mework and makes poor

grades. Reeve has.threevib, gs— feg .n, Lizzie, and Todd—who
excelled in schoo. = d ¢ 2ne ' ominent colleges such as Cornell,
Princc. 1, ar Sta ,ord. Reeve’s parents and=biu_ - oft. criticize him for his lack of effort in
school.” ast s will vary. Some students | ave<ur. at Reeve struggles in scha « diato law
intelliger._c. However, other student” 1. 1t uun! that Reeve’s perforpaance i< 0 ou. seer 5 nicstly
from feeling overshadowed byl "is ¢ < petiiivc, uverachieving siblings.)

3. What is Janie’s » N sec g licr own picture on a' Lll  ctor (Ac, st Janie feels
“something evil id th. ", 7, settle over her. She can ka. 'vs, k.oi .nove as she realizes s.
is seeing her owr._ ‘cturc n the milk carton. She< shaskec anc s or.., able to endure the rest o]
the day because he. , [ actions automati allv. = si. = les hiome from school with Ree: ., . 2 is
barely able to process what he is saying beca= she. so p._occupied with wonderina.abo .cr ~“al
name, family, and birth date.)

4. Why does the world “shift" . 'ani nsi :Friendly Ice Cream? (W "5 ing =2’ e the ice-
cream parlor with Reeve, Janic uw  ly . Luls sitting on a swivelina'vor. : ar. e-cream parlor as
a little girl, with a pretty wome  _itti 5 next to her. Answers wi'l 1 =« ty st students will likely
guess that Janie has had a flas) ack to around the time s. \w s kianan’ d. Students should note
that the white polka-dot dress from the milk carton fiexl s = w=unently into Janie’s “daymare.”)

5. Why does Janie examine the family’s furnit=.. ¢ samca photographs when she arrives
home? (Answers will vary. Janie seczas tc de i iew ¢V ..at she knows as she “[walks] through the
house, touching” [p. 25]. The femili i turc =< Jdécor in her mother’s taste reassure Janie that
she knows herself and her fami, ver V. ing through her childhood home and seeing pictures of
herself on the walls make Janie fec. ~ ble, safe, and, most importantly, like her parents never could
have [or would have] kidnapped her.)
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10.

What startling realization plagues Janie as she looks at the photographs of herself on the
walls, and why? (Though she has realized it before, Janie notes that there are no baby pictures

of her. Now that Janie knows Jennie Spring was kidnapped at age three, she begins suspecting once
again that she could be the missing girl. Janie realizes that her parents’ explanation of the lack of
baby pictures—that they didn’t buy a camera until Janie was five—does not explain why they never
had studio portraits done or received copies of pictures others fook.)

Why do you think Janie questions Mrs. Shields abow M1 Jobason'’s strictness? What answer
does Mrs. Shields provide? (Answers will vary. Th = n sr.. esn't express it, Janie likely thinks
her mother was strict because she was canstar, =fra_people night recognize Janie and remove

her from the Johnsons’ home. Mrs. Shic. =’ € .pl<.. iorn. 5 siti cier. She explains to Janie that, in

life, there are “too many dreadful peciibi. ‘es| 't r.cre” and “mothers have nightmares about
their babies...drowning in a neig’ bor. ~w. ming pool [or] snapping the spine playing football”
[p- 31]. She also offers" - iby vt £ Mrs. Johnson was overpreti co. o of Janie because Janie
is an only child.)

What differenc¢ be -ee. .ilrself and her parents dees’ nie otc. Why is she cataloging

these diff« _. tes? Ja. ~notes that her mother’s <wora g . deep, intense colors] differs
drasticall  Toma..._s taste [pale, subtle colors| 'e="al. notes physical differences between her
ar he e such as the fact that her i .otner’s jeet' re long and narrow, while Janie’s feet are

skt ar  wide. Finally, while listenir. fopu 2nus talk, Janie notes that “they spout conversation
con....ally” while Janie has “mo. list_ ing " her] than talking” [p. 34 Ar=werscvill vary, but

lanie seems to be collecting” vi.cnc. he o roves she is not Frank anf ~ ‘rdrau | 1nsc1’s real
daughter.)

Why does Jan ke - iing daymares”? (Answe. swil var, Per. :ps memories of Janie’s past
are @ .ajuc 7S e st now seriously conten. '<in, the  as< Jility that she was kidnapped as a
youny irl. i vev. . some students might feel ti... ‘anie  desire to have a more interesting name
and lij. ve< .using her mind to play trick’ on her.,

Predictivn: How will Janie furth’ r 1, estiga’_ the Jennie Spring “idn< ,p. 3

Supplementary Ac’ itic

1.

Name Art: Writ. our| st and last name on ¢ ‘he 01 dap : ai.a create a collage arounc
your name (using 4. aewspaper and( 1aga ne . oings, paint, ink, etc.) of col 1y,
pictures, and words that you feel best repr  °nt'| u. T..en, following Janie’s examp ~ cheage
some letters in your name. Write yor* . er. firsi und last name on a separ/ es cet
paper, and create a new col’ for | at nomc. afterward, compare o wvc olla es and
discuss as a class how a pers n° »an. = large part of his or heride ity

Research: Find information ¢ _ut «.:e National ChildSafet= C === " & organization

that has drawn national attei ion to child abduction. in - the.19° Js through its missing
children milk carton program. Write a one-page rov rt. * (¢ ‘ng the council’s mission and
how corporations work with the council to kean ¢ 'dre. :afe.
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I Predict...

Directions: Spend a few minutes looking at the cover of the novel and flipping through its pages.
What can you predict about the characters, the setting, and the problem in the novel? Write your

predictions in the spaces below.
ﬂ The Problem

The Characters

enjoy reading this novel?

. O,° 9
RL\*

1 really like this n
Explain your predictio e lines below. §\
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Flashes of Life

Directions: In the “flashes” below, illustrate three key events in ?Em,wﬁrmﬁ occur
each “flash,” explain why the scene you illustrated is important.

ers 16-18. On the lines below
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