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Skills and Strategies

Comprehension
Research, compare/contrast,
identifying attributes,
sequencing

Literary Elements
Foreshadowing, plot,
metaphors/similes

Vocabulary
Context clues, definitions,
synonyms, antonyms

Listening/Speaking

Debate, discussion, performance
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Expository, persuasive, creative,
haiku, acrostic, book review,
journaling

Critical Thinking
Predictions, identifying main
ideas/themes, evaluating and
supporting judgments
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History—child labor, Pony
Express, Missouri Compromise,
Compromise of 1850, Kansas-
Nebraska Act, Thoreau’s Civil
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century songs, appropriate
background selections




Chapters 1-3

Jennifer and Jeff are spending the summer on their grandmother’s farm in Missouri. An old
tamily photograph leads Grandma Briley to tell her grandchildren about the 19th-century
woman pictured. Grandma narrates the tale of the six Kelly children and their mother, who are
struggling to survive. There is no time for school. Each of the children is expected to contribute
to the family’s welfare. Frances Mary, the eldest child, suspec s her brother Mike is involved in
some mischief when he returns home late one night. Ti¢ > day she follows him, only to
discover Mike has learned to pick pockets. She confrc s M. abou stealing, but a police officer
intercedes and arrests Mike. Frances watches ir'.c or. the o1 cer leads her brother away.

Vocabulary Disciss. n U esuons
E. laii aow A Family Apart is a £ 11 cK. (Grandma Briley is
deliberately 2l her two grandchildren, 's=nij. anc_ 2ff, a story about her
ornate Jreat-grandmother Frao .ces.)
o
Efﬁfg&ou 2. What motivates * ace ‘o 7 .so hard? (She realizgs her mother
- needs every penri i en can earn to kee.p her family fed ana{
i’fnl ol clothed. F'  mother me iels a strong work ethic, and Frances admires
Vo nb sone her mi_he.
sentinels 2W. :ca ‘triances and the other child: n . read at
subsided sche = ([heir mother can’t affor. ) p : forsa ool c.othes and
trough I oks. In their realitv.schoe’ ™ = p. iles  not a right.)
pe:llet 4. Why does France=s’ k' ortt "he heur she sees the woman in the
e bottle-green co” (It rtts. .0 know her mother can’t have such
Insgtive pretty clotha " tis ustre._ ng that they work hard b==aevertheless
sauniged have few i+ to0y.)
indign. ..on
tentatively 5. WI 7icrart " so upset when the Jolic off _eraa e stieet
— ay. “T' 'n be along with vot 2i<ll' o ouf your business!

. n't dawdle here with ycur® . ers' aerc you don'’t belong”
(p- 11)? (She dc 't se. wh, " 2se people believe nice clot™es. tak. ham petter. In her heart, sh.
feels that, despitc utwce | appearances, she is ev. .y Il as| ooc. s they are. The implication is L
others can shop, bu. an. 5 and “her kind” axe’. d 1. ‘ions, such as stealing. She fec . a. -on,
sense of injustice toward her social class.)

6. Mrs. Kelly says, “The womarsees o' y the o side of life, and for thz*=ve' uls pity her”
(p. 14). What does this quc -~ veai »or Frances’ mother? (Mrs. K. "7 a s no @ aowardly feel
sorry for herself, despite the fa  tr “er jumily lives in poverty an< ...i hi. ~an. s dead. She tries to
project a cheerful optimism to | . chu.uren.)

7. Describe the house Frances has built in her imagina“ic v & o5 she dream about it? (It is
a beautiful red brick house with windows that overloo.  vas_ reer. lawn and a lake. The living room
is decorated with pretty lace curtains and’ >mb* w4, ‘lows. There is wonderful food set out on an
elegant table. The dream represents: mfc *a. 'sec ity. Her dream offers hope for the future and
escape from the hardships of t ore. . )

8. Why is there such a strong bor. “ we . Frances and her mother? (Frances is the oldest and
has taken on a lot of responsibility s. 2 their father died. Mother and daughter lean on one another
for support. Frances” bond with her mother grows when she finds Ma crying for her dead husband.)

© Novel Units, Inc.

Wo0ussB|D-9|BUIG o JONPOIY ESHUM [SAON B|OPROJUMO(] o

o 9SUBD, I

All rights reserved

N



* Downloadable Novel Units® Product ¢ Single-Classroom User License *

All rights reserved

9. What causes Frances to be suspicious of Mike? (She spots him sneaking home late one evening,
and he then pretends to be asleep. Frances is used to looking out for her siblings and notices anything
out of the ordinary.)

10. How do the Kelly children live differently from children today? (The children seem to think
nothing of working long hours to help their mother. They don’t expect their lives to be centered on
school and play. They are street smart from being independer most of the day. They take on
supervisory roles with their younger siblings.)

11. Why is Frances so worried when she learns her s.  frier.  Mar |, will stay at the Children’s
Aid Society? (She knows that children:  the' _n. 'rer. \Aid St ‘iety are often taken away from
New York on the orphan trains.)

12. How does Mike justify stealina'to. wnc 7 v ny doesn’t he care when Frances tells him he is
being “untrue” to Da’ ‘Haays. 2 hi w0 choice but to steal to pav: . “0od the family needs.
There is not much work', ~a. v ¢, Ke's age, so stealing is an ea. me._ s to an end. He must

realize his actions:_. wrc_ = be ause he does not inve._ 2 D¢ ny. e gy at Da for leaving them
alone to fend for cna.v 'vel)

S op! my ta o _tivities
1 Li anp Devices/Foreshadowing: C ap.ce t e Foreshadowing Chart« " page 23 of this
guiae ror Chapters 2 and 3

2. Art: Paint or draw a nictt ° of the  Juse that Frances imagin  he an’ iiving in, or
research the' shic asof t© ' 10s and draw a picture &« la zin .ae bottle-green coat.

3. Soci2’ .. »s: ivide it [0 two groups. One { oup re¢ on ole for finding ten facts about
chilc abor' tc y's world. (unicef.org is a. d sc rce, uctive at time of publication) The
other . oup aould find ten facts abou* _i..dd 1o orii 19th-century America« = ‘mpare and
contras. = _ groups’ findings.

4. Social Studies: The back covar p 275 the'i.ovel in the year 1856. Pes¢ o' the  (nts
mentioned in Cha=ter 20 W1 =i, 2 stencies can your<fine «“NcC = ¢ hs cvents occurred
in 1856, and tb' sin. g th Tady Elgin on September~. . O, w  two months, not four
weeks, before I coln  =le. Jn.)

5. History: Learn t¢_ = . > amon children’sgar = ti. 2 he  560s such as cat’s cradle
hopscotch, pick-up sticks, Jacob’s ladder,- s, . arblc , or nine pins. Spend an.inc <= recess
playing some of these games.

Chapters 4—6

At the courthouse, Ma and Frances are hopeful that M ~w. e leased from custody. After
some persuasion, the judge agrees to Ma’s zeques »d . es N xe. There is little joy among the
Kelly children as they realize the priceor 1 ike fre. o1 s the loss of their mother and their
home in New York. Ma has arranged 1 h¢ hii 2r [0 leave immediately on an orphan train.
The children feel abandoned and". ‘re ec ' ances realizes she must not be separated from her
youngest brother, Pete. She assumes ~ idei «aty of a boy and demands to be called “Frankie.”
The Kellys meet Katherine Banks and A .drew McNair, who accompany some 30 children on the
orphan train. Frances is shocked when she sees armed men leading away a runaway slave.
Captain Taylor tells her that citizens have no choice but to uphold the law and return slaves to
their rightful owners. Megan and Frances share their fears that the siblings will be split up.

o
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Using Predictions

We all make predictions as we read—Ilittle guesses about what will happen next, how a conflict will
be resolved, which details will be important to the plot, which details will help fill in our sense of a
character. Students should be encouraged to predict, to make sensible guesses as they read the novel.

As students work on their predictions, these discussion ou” st s -an®  used to guide them:

What are some of the ways to predict? What is the procc  of a = Hhisti:ated reader’s thinking and
predicting? What clues does an author givi o h pt ma  pred’ tions? Why are some predictions
more likely to be accurate than others?

Create a chart for recordincoredictic s. 1 s ¢ uld either be an individus" 'r class activity. As each
subsequent chapter is discu. >4, = de = “un review and correct theii. ‘ev. s predictions about plot
and characters as necesa .

| 'se th2" s and ideas the
author gives.
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Ap, ‘a nc. information (i.e., from ¢
ssio. thac may cause you to chana'” jour ind.
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Predictions
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