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Novel Units® Single-Classroom User Agreement 
for Non-Reproducible Material

With the purchase of electronic materials (such as ebooks and print-on-demand
teaching activities) from a Novel Units, Inc. (Novel Units) Web site, or that of a
Novel Units authorized dealer’s Web site, the customer (the purchaser or person
for whom this product was purchased) is granted a single-classroom user license,
which entitles the customer to use these materials for a single classroom (or home)
only.

Sharing the digital files or reproduction of any part of this
publication in any way or by any means for additional classrooms
(or homes), an entire school, or a school system; by for-profit
institutions and tutoring centers; or for commercial sale is strictly
prohibited.

Reproduction of any part of this Teacher Guide is strictly prohibited.
Use of the materials for anything other than classroom instruction is a violation of
Novel Units intellectual property rights. Novel Units retains full intellectual property
rights on all proprietary products, and these rights extend to electronic editions of
print books or materials, excerpts of print books or materials, and individual
teaching activities offered for sale in digital format.

To obtain more information, or, if you would like to use Novel Units products for
additional purposes not outlined in the single-classroom license (described above),
please contact customercare@ecslearningsystems.com.

ebooks.ecslearningsystems.com
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Thinking
Brainstorming, classifying and
categorizing, evaluating,
analyzing details

Vocabulary
Prefixes/suffixes, root words

Listening/Speaking
Discussion, role play

Writing
Descriptive, figurative
language, persuasive
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Predicting, sequencing, 
cause/effect, propaganda,
fantasy and realism,
comparison/contrast,
inference

Literary Elements
Character, setting, plot
conflict, figurative language,
fantasy
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Chapter-by-Chapter Vocabulary, 
Discussion Questions, and Activities

Chapter 1:  “The Three Farmers” Pages 8-14
Vocabulary:

enormously  8 smothered  8

Discussion Questions and Activities:
1. Memorize the song the children used to sing when they saw the three farmers.

Boggis and Bunce and Bean
One fat, one short, one lean.
These horrible crooks
So different in looks
Were nonetheless equally mean.

2. Fill out the chart on page 12 of this guide.

Chapter 2:  “Mr. Fox” Pages 15-20
Vocabulary:

rage  17 clever  18 approached  18 lurking  18
lousy  18 blighter  18 crafty  20

Discussion Questions and Activities:
1. How did Mr. Fox outsmart the farmers?  (Page 18,  He always approached a farm with

the wind blowing in his face, and this meant that if any man was lurking in the shadows
ahead, the wind would carry the smell of that man to Mr. Fox’s nose from far away.)

2. Begin an attribute web for Mr. Fox.  (See pages 11-13 of this guide.)

Prediction:
Will the farmers kill Mr. Fox?

Chapter 3:  “The Shooting” Pages 21-24
Vocabulary:

goons  21 reeks  21 poisonous  21 cocky  21
crouching  21 murky  23 flask  24

Vocabulary, 

Discussion 

Questions, 

Activitie
s, 

Worksheets
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The Three Farmers

Look at the illustrations of the three farmers in Chapter 1.  Illustrate and label each of the
farmers below.

Farmer Favorite Food Shape of Body Type of Farmer

Farmer
Boggis

Farmer
Bunce

Farmer
BeanVocabulary, 

Discussion 

Questions, 

Activitie
s, 

Worksheets
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Cause and Effect

Example:

Cause: Mr. Fox crept out of his hole for food. Effect: (The result—what happened?)
The farmers shot off his tail.

Directions: Read each cause below and write its effect.

CAUSE EFFECT
(An event) (The result—what happened?)

1. At the beginning of the story, the 1.
farmers agree that Mr. Fox is a 
nuisance.

2. The farmers used mechanical 2.
shovels.

3. The foxes were trapped in their 3.
hole.

4. The animals took chickens, ducks, 4.
geese, and cider.

5. Mr. Fox made sure the animals 5.
would never be without food.

When something happens
that causes something else to
happen, the first event is
called a cause.

The event that happens as
a result of something else
is called an effect.

Vocabulary, 

Discussion 

Questions, 

Activitie
s, 

Worksheets
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Simile
Sometimes an author uses a simile (sim-a-lee) to help the reader form an image.  A simile is a
comparison between two things.  A simile usually uses like or as.

Directions: Read the simile in the left column.  Illustrate it in the right column.

Simile Illustration
(What do you imagine?)

1. “He [Bean] was as thin as a pencil.” 1.
(page 13)

2. “…were driving their machines 2.
like maniacs…” (page 39)

3. “The hole the machines had dug was 3.
like the crater of a volcano.” (page 40)

4. “Their [Small Foxes’] eyes shining like 4.
stars.” (page 68)

5. “It’s…it’s [cider] like melted gold!” 5.
(page 75)

6. “And every day we [foxes] will eat like 6.
kings.” (page 88)

Vocabulary, 

Discussion 

Questions, 

Activitie
s, 

Worksheets




