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Part I

Chapters 1-3

Jeanne Wakatsuki lives in Santa Monica, California and is only seven years old when the Japanese
bomb Pearl Harbor. That event turns her family’s life upside down as the United States begins to
suspect that all people of Japanese descent are traitors. Jeanne’s father is arrested and imprisoned
in Fort Lincoln, North Dakota, and her family is “evacuated” o the internment camp at
Manzanar after President Roosevelt signs Executive Orde: 20¢ .

Discussior du( tic.
Vocabulary 1. Desc'be e ! =J:lnne is accustomed to before Pearl Harbor
vigil ithor »rea Her father owns two fishing boats, one valued at over
$.0C Her family lives in an all-=v .. aeighborhood in a big
saboteur 5 . . . .
futile ar..1ouse just off the l?each i Sa, 1 M cica, Qallfomla, and
translucent canne goes to an all-v_ite £ 100 'ea e nas a kindly teacher
I who takes trips in Papa. 0. anc vho “wept the day [they]| had
patparc to leave” [p. 16].;
ominol v
” 3 2. Why does . apa burn. 1e Japanese flag and other documents?
. te (Heis' wvi._ .« 1sc ull evidence that might suggest he maintains
sCroanged cGrece as< v Japan so the FBI will not ustact biw of being a
L Py
3. Why do Papss actiois fa o/ :lp him? (Papa is a non-c:wen s 'dir. a commercial fishing
license. The FE™s | au.g all such men, as they fea: he, ‘e, en could be contacting

Jape= _c5. s ¢, thewa St FBI deputies are sys »ar. il ear 1ing and questioning all Japanese
famiv_ . loo. g, conspirators. Papa himself . ws . tit1s “futile to hide out or resist” and that
it will*aly: ~ a matter of time” [p. 7] ur’ 1 heis ¢ “a'aed.)

4. Why arc 50 many men arrested ¥ (1c. *he go ernment has no o'l pre” '« "anu-g« serr ment
activities? Do you believe th' gc ".np >nucs actions were upfair7/h  «- why not? (After the
attack on U.S. soil= " weric ¢ cenc | ic and believe tha” anv — wi loc e the enemy must
be working with' e er. 1y, ‘e s vernment detains men of ;7 ran. 2 des. at without cause or t' 3l
based simply on icestr ana pnysical appearanas. Answe = w._va.  _ut students may note the
the men’s lives an. +hi" %9 provide for theirfami*es . ‘sru, 2d without proof of any
wrongdoing or opportunity to defend themsel — .age st Li. ~harges.)

5. Explain the irony of Jeanne’s situatic .~ he. her i.mily moves from Ocean/ ar’ iea. .ata
Monica, to Terminal Island anne  ed «1d waended school inan a7 . ase. .ne hborhood
in Santa Monica. However, shfe. afe.. " C than in the Japanese ghettc € Tc  ainai 1sland where
she is bullied by other Japanes. ¢ ... an children. Jeanne only sp’ ks-Fag. 1, wnich prompts
contempt from her classmates. n Terminal Island, amo.,_pei Jle v..c1 Vv 10mn she shares a heritage,

she feels like an outsider.)

6. Why does Mama smash her blue-and-white <'»na. Beca < of limited space, Mama cannot
carry the china with her on the familv’s t ‘rd | ove “he c2condhand dealer insults her by offering
only $15 when the set is worth $20 er. ria. < w unded, and she decides she would rather no one
have it than the dealer.)

7. Explain the significance of Execc. » Order 9066 signed by President Roosevelt. (The order
gives “the War Department authority .o define military areas in the western states and to exclude
from them anyone who might threaten the war effort” [p. 15]. The War Department believes it is
dangerous for so many people of Japanese descent to live so close to the Long Beach Naval Station
located on Terminal Island.)
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8. Explain the irony of the move to Manzanar for the Wakatsuki family. (Since they feel
threatened by the anti-Japanese sentiment in Boyle Heights, some family members think the
government is moving them away for their own protection. Unfortunately, they are being moved to
an internment camp, demonstrating that the government considers them to be more of a threat than
a group of people in need of protection.)

9. Describe the scene in which the Wakatsukis arrive at Mas'zanar. What did the barbed-wire
fence symbolize for the Wakatsukis? (The bus arriving t N anza=ar is pelted by dust storms. They
pass a barbed-wire fence and gate on their way into< * can._ n an open space inside the camp,
there are packages and luggage strewn about. 7= 2 a. severa. ents and a row of barracks. People
are milling around trying to shelter ther 2lv., £0. the vind s they wait for the arrival of relatives.
Answers will vary. The barbed-wire frace. 'mil iz . captivity. The fence is the first tangible sign
that they will not be allowed to ! e ‘an. uai.)

—_
O

. On the first morning . 'ia ar. . \oody predicts that his fai ty " 1 probably be served
“rice. With Log C2n S up 1d nelted butter” (»n227).7 . =is »at joke to the
Wakatsukis? (TH ni: < be .2, they were served rice totnea ith . Jd apricots. Among the
Japanese, s v ver ten with sweet foods, ontevity ale. o= avory foods” [p. 20]. This food
comhinat 1 is 1. _cepted in their culture and| s vili ot eat it.)

-
-
—

sler.  aary Activities

+ distory: Research the eve csieaa = ap to the bombing of Pe«i. v rbor te lete mine the
factors that provol ' the pa 2se to declare war on the"nit " St »s. Discuss the reason

they chose Pe2a1 I =7 ‘0. L..eir first attack.

2. Writ g: Ul tho Ne' Japer graphic on page =~ of s _ _ to write the news article the
famil, eads 1 t1 CSanta Monica newsp2mara. utl »a’s arrest.

3. Figurati = .anguage: Explain each.~f th .. Wiy similes or metaphors: “.0 "l
became a row of tiny white gull? bn- ..e Fa_on” (p. 5); “...[afk ow/ Oon hec27 ery, was
running along the docks.lik Pa  Re’ 're, bringing the new ” /p );" ae .condhand
dealers had beer” = «lit arc na ur weeks, like wolve ... ” 13, “Yoo guys fall into the

same flour bart asu_ (p

4. History/Primary ~cr ents: Using print or I1ireri. wre¢ ous s, find a copy of Executiz»
Order 9066 and wiicc a vite-paragraph su. = ar. »f .. ontents. (Note the date and vk .1
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