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Skills and Strategies

Thinking
Brainstorming, research,
compare/contrast, analyzing
details, drawing conclusions,
problem solving/decision-
making

Comprehension
Predicting, cause/effect,
sequencing, main idea,
inferring

Writing
Journal, letter, essay, riddle,
acrostic, brochure, summary,
newspaper article

Listening/Speaking
Discussion, debate, interview,
TV newscast

Vocabulary
Parts of speech, definitions,
usage, context clues

Literary Elements

Point of view, foreshadowing,
characterization, imagery,
plot development, dialogue,
similes, metaphors, theme,
hyperbole, setting, conflict,
sarcasm, satire, irony,
symbolism, paradox

Across the Curriculum

Art—postcard, drawing,
diagram, poster, collage,
comic strip, chart;
Math—calculating distance
of a storm; Geography—
Florida map, world map;
Social Studies—free speech,
gag orders, types of boats,
Florida gambling laws;
Drama—novel scenes, TV
interview; Science—Florida
Keys ecosystem, nesting
habits of turtles, green flash,
environmental awareness;
Music—pop, appropriate
selections
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Chapters One-Four

Noah'’s father Paine is jailed for sinking the Coral Queen, a gambling boat owned by the rich and
powerful Dusty Muleman. Paine believes that Dusty has been dumping raw sewage into the
waters off the Florida Keys. Noah tries to enlist the help of Lice Peeking and his girlfriend Shelly,
acquaintances of his father who once worked aboard the Coral Queen. Noah is involved in an
altercation with Dusty’s son and is interviewed by a newspapar reporter about Paine’s past and
current legal troubles. Noah and his sister discover that tk=ir| arents may be headed toward
divorce.

Discussior Qu/ sti-

Vocabulary 1. Why«oe. Joi s/ ciher feel it is important for him to stay in
: jee ? (1 be. ves ne is right in sinking the Coral Queen because its
basin ow. i olluting the waters off the"l.i._ : Keys. He thinks that
murky ay.., in jail and not posting k=il w.bri._public attention and
chortled .ow his dedication to" .e ca se.)
squall : : . . :
poach 2. Discuss why dum»="ng t 2 I 4% g tanks into the sea is a
bler problem. (Beside. 22" ‘in_ ‘he water in general, the current carries
& the raw sev .«ge ontv 1P ader Beach, making the beach unsafe for
), swimr S w muws, such as the turtles whko nest in the area.)
N 2+H0 ist »scene in which Noah wishes ¢ 1 happy

rFathe = Day ironic? How is the ¢ ' sp " aren 4 the sunken

C al Queen ironic? (Noah’s<“her in, 'l on Father’s Day, which
should be.a ha; v | . tne jamily but is not. Insccod ¢ feels © h ored on this day, Paine finds
hime™ e vieo of thal ymmunity’s scrutiny. 1 fvin. fo' Lt community of one environmental
hazai the « rax lueen’s illegal sewage disbo.. Noa = fatner inadvertently creates another, the
oil lean  on: 1e sunken gambling boat.)

4. Grandpa Bobby left a lot of mon' y v his.th- e children. Explai® how ;¢ *thuik - cha'ter-
boat captain could have acc. mt  .ed; b much money. (Answers « 1l ) v coud include
that he was a smuz= =of yme ve . ¢ he traveled to Ce. smb  un_ ‘on. " has long been
a hub for drug ti fick. )

5. Discuss the syn. lism Hf Noah’s mother’s bi, pla® st tca. . (Nvah and Abbey know that i,
that particular suitc. s .t, their mother i, -ous. crin, = cking everything. If she packs/ ver lin,
then she may be planning to leave Paine.)

6. Discuss the author’s use of s==casm/ nen he es: “I wondered he v picere ' 1if witn the

Mulemans must have been' . ake <ce  :eking look like a prize” ( 26, ‘L.. " u lazy drunk
whose living conditions and pc s0r  "wvgicne are undesirable, yet S’..) ch ses. » leave Dusty to
live with Lice. If living with Lic seems like a good idea, £ on litin, e fulemans must have

really been horrible.)

7. Discuss the author’s use of humor in the midst o1 seric s sicuation. Name several
humorous incidents. (The author injeci hur i is. 2n the mood and entertain the reader. Lice
is drunk when Noabh first meets hine =nd Toa  <on. are, him to “a sick old iguana” [p. 19]. Lice
lies facedown on the carpet and does . s. m . oreathing, so Shelly kicks him in the ribs and
he starts snoring. Later Shelly us. L. 2’s. d as a footrest and thumps him on the head with both
heels. Jasper Jr. and Bull taunt Noa.  ut tne mood lightens when their boat capsizes and they fall
in the water.)
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8. Bull and Jasper Jr. bully Noah under the bridge. Noah chooses not to fight them, but he also

does not run away. Why? Discuss how one should react to bullies. (Answers will vary. Noah
realizes that it is not to his advantage to fight back since he is outnumbered. By not running away,
Noah shows Bull and Jasper Jr. that he is not afraid of them.)

. Noah’s mom worries that he is too much like his dad. Based on what you have read so far,
what do you think? (Answers will vary. Like his father, Noc" finds himself at odds with a member
of the Muleman family. While Paine is directly responsi! »fo  sinkiug the Coral Queen, Noah is
only indirectly responsible for sinking Jasper’s boat.<  .en. = viewd by the reporter, Noah
indicates that he is proud of his father’s.princic" eve if he a. ’s not always agree with his
methods. That said, it would not be ur._ 3so_ak’_  su._sest at while Noah shares his father’s
strong sense of ethical duty, he also ks ¢ »ug  of /s mother’s cautiousness and practicality to keep
him out of trouble most of the tic e.)

Supplementary Act’'. s
1. Geographyv="Isine'a: »p of Florida, use pushpins o. ht bt: ks to chart the different

location¢ nentic 7 in the novel.

G ogi h, 7 .ngaworld map, locate’ 10rida in M srth America and Colombia in South
A’ cric  Trace what you think ma_ ha  Jc 1 urandpa Bobby's route.~nd estimate the
dista..ce in miles.

viterature: Research the i °ntitv ¢  ie author Abbey is nam¢ ' atv.  —“sa7 e weird old bird
who’s buried wut 7 50 in. e (ddle of a desert” (0. 5)." v v ula aine Underwood name
his daughter @ e1. | rsui?/ (Note: Edward Abuev s ms  ve  good possibility. He was an
Ame cani the neta ror his advocacy of € «-0. a€. 2l sues and is buried in the Arizona
deser His1 wveir ‘he Monkey Wrench Gang.is'a »ut ¢ toup who sabotages industries that
threat. th' :nvironment.)

. Science: research “the green flas o, *he.bha .zon” (p. 25), and¢ wite/ 1« ay exr iinig its
causes.
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Character Analysis Blocks

Directions: Select a character from the book to describe using the blocks below.

Who is the characte \ ﬂ
)

hat does the
character do?

Wit is the significance of
e book’s time and place
to the character?

001ssD|)-3|BUIG o JONPOIY GSHUM [2AON B|qPPLOJUMO( o

What is unusual o does the charactc L s the " racter remind
important about the change in the story: U yc¢  fanoner character

character? .nother book? Who?
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