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Skills and Strategies

Literary Flements
Character analysis, figurative
language, conflict/resolution,
plot development

Listening/Speaking

Discussion, reenactment, jingle

Writing
Freewriting, essay, journal entry,
poetry, interview questions,
author profile

Critical Thinking
Identifying attributes, research,
compare/contrast, brainstorming,
problem solving, creative thinking,
inferences, predicting

Comprehension
Summarizing, cause/effect,
sequencing

Vocabulary
Word wall, charades, word map,
glossary

Across the Curriculum
Social Studies—freedom of the
press, free enterprise, copyright
laws, trust funds; Language—
dictionaries and their rules;
Art—print advertisement,
billboard, shadow box, comic strip,
book cover, novel illustration;
Music—song selection




Nick-Word Detective

Nick Allen is famous for having great ideas—and for distracting his teachers. But upon entering
tifth grade, Nick discovers that the English teacher, Mrs. Granger, is onto his tricks. While trying
to avoid a homework assignment, Nick accidentally gets himself an extra one. As Nick researches
words and the history of language, he gets a great idea.

Discussion Questions
Vocabulary 1. Why is Nick known : a ki ith plenty of ideas? (In third grade,
. Nick m. age to. n . class hom into a “tropical island,” with
Freatlve paperva. tre/ or e desks, the students wearing beach gear, sand
jolt ) o th. Toc  an.. e teacher giving hula lessons. In fourth grade,
annoying N ¥ p. clew nis teacher by making bi® ounds during class and
pounced nc. - .ging another student to do ti sar. . Also, most kids know
monop oly bout Nick’s “thoughi’ vena’ s qu_ ‘ior. that will stall the teacher
worsh;pped and possibly save the ci s [ n h ing homework.)
essential
delay 2. Why did Nick a® ologize » Janet Fisk? (Nick didn’t mean for Janet
g to be blam«""Jr . on  scunds in Mrs. Avery’s class and feels guilty.
srec °nts Nick li"es ¢ e she lives in his neighborhood, is good at
sg s, :d is.f< .. He also probably thinks< unct would be interested

1. :in  mation he learned about ¥ ke,

3. Describe Mrs.Graps» V. ati her reputation at Lincoln Fler. nte 7 wurs. Granger is a small,
intelligent, tiay Xn_ ‘s’ =c.. vho lives alone in ar_lder warc <tc w. ohe drives an old blue car,
has o« ' at. :dance: cord, and is known f¢ her'. e d b ck “uniforms”—or skirt-and-jacket
suits. he ha 1 re vtauon at Lincoln Elementas. ' be. 7 a .cugh but fair teacher who encourages
her st mts|  use the dictionary. She is k¥ w.i for erdc.k gray eyes, which she ¢ power” up and
down ac_ = . She is also rumored to have' . visiorl.”)

4. Describe Mrs. Granger’s “pride ¢ <7,0v” . 10). Why do you think sl ics0pta of it?
(Mrs. Granger’s pride.and< v 1. he' a7 Lous dictionary thet sit. = th  7o. af or class—"one of
those huge dictic aric. vitr wer  word in the universe in it, the'x 4 of . ok it takes two kids to
carry” [p. 10]. A wers' Il v, but students should asst. e ‘rs." = ager’s love of words [and =~
of making studer. 'ook p words] is the reason s..e.is_ou ' to' wn such an extensive volupeo,)

5. What does the letter Mrs. Granger sent tc  (n-y 'de s .dents’ parents say? Whv is 7,0 AMlen.
pleased with this letter? (Mrs. Grangex “stte. tress the importance of having/( qu: “ty = _nary
in the house so students can ¢= “heir i newesk. " C also claims that fiy ¢ "2is e i al time for
every student to expand his or_c. aca.. 'ar Mrs. Allen is pleased that 1 k 1. “u __ucher who
takes her work this seriously” | 7

6. How does Nick usually find ¢ t the meanings of worc h¢ doesi't) 1ow? How does
Mrs. Granger teach students to find the meanings¢ wu. © < = words? (Nick usually asks
his dad, brother, or whoever is around what a word m.1s. 1. -ontrast, Mrs. Granger will not tell
students a word’s meaning. Rather, she v 'l m’ <e'. m ok it up themselves.)

7. Describe Nick’s first day in M=s. € »g¢ ‘s ¢ s« 1ow do things turn out differently than Nick
expected? (Mrs. Granger begin._ v & 1.t students a vocabulary pretest, then a handout on class
procedures, a review paper about ¢. = 2 wi ang, and a sample heading sheet. Nick asks a question
toward the end of class that is meanc J distract Mrs. Granger from giving a homework assignment.
Instead, he ends up with an extra homework assignment.)
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8. What is the main rule at Nick’s house? Why are Nick’s parents very firm about this rule?
(The rule at Nick’s house is “Homework First” [which means as soon as he gets home from school].
Nick’s parents believe completing homework is important and enforced the rule with both of their
sons. When Nick’s older brother James wrote home from college saying the homework rule really
helped him in college, Nick’s parents upheld the rule even more firmly.)

9. Where does Nick get information for his report? Why de¢»sn’t his research go as quickly as
expected? (Nick gets information from his dictionary cii en. «clopedias. Nick’s research takes longer
than he anticipated, both because there is more to ré. on . ubjec than he thought and because
he has trouble understanding much of what h ds.,

10. Prediction: What is Nick’s plan for i reps t?

Supplementary Activities

1. Writing: Write a fezena. ora; s telling whether you this.c “ck .a v Jublemaker or simply
imaginative. Su’ po: rot Cpinion with examples o he i ve.

2. Characte’ Analve "egin a Characterization s cu like he C.ie on page 23 of this guide for
Nie™ na ‘rs. ranger. Add to your webuns 1t1.ue reading the novel.

J -~

2 R rarc : Complete the same assig’ mc .o e oy researching where words come from.
Wi.. . one- to two-page essay’ ith' »ur “ dings.

o
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Similes and Metaphors

A. Directions: Read the quotes from the novel below. Each uses a simile or metaphor to compare
two things. In the blank boxes next to each quote, write what the simile or metaphor really
means.

Quote Explanation
-y o W

1. “That gave Nick and his secret a, nts
plenty of time...” (p+42).

2. “Staying after s,choe wica [Mrs. Granger]
became’ badge €'.onor” (p. 43).

“1ous kind of like a conferer. » dv ‘ng
a war” (p. 44).

B. Direct. as: N w, . d the following quotes. frc:  the' »wel. [he quotes given DO NOT use
similes or 1. tar oOrs. This time, rewrite eac’  aiate “hat it DOES use a simile . nietapbor.

Onote LW e

4. “[Mrs. Chatha: wa: . large person...with
wide shoulders” \p. 49,.

5. “[Mrs. Chatham] was wea a lo.
black raincoat with ared s <s € tic
loosely around her neck” (j 1).
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