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Novel Units® Single-Classroom User Agreement 
for Non-Reproducible Material

With the purchase of electronic materials (such as ebooks and print-on-demand
teaching activities) from a Novel Units, Inc. (Novel Units) Web site, or that of a
Novel Units authorized dealer’s Web site, the customer (the purchaser or person
for whom this product was purchased) is granted a single-classroom user license,
which entitles the customer to use these materials for a single classroom (or home)
only.

Sharing the digital files or reproduction of any part of this
publication in any way or by any means for additional classrooms
(or homes), an entire school, or a school system; by for-profit
institutions and tutoring centers; or for commercial sale is strictly
prohibited.

Reproduction of any part of this Teacher Guide is strictly prohibited.
Use of the materials for anything other than classroom instruction is a violation of
Novel Units intellectual property rights. Novel Units retains full intellectual property
rights on all proprietary products, and these rights extend to electronic editions of
print books or materials, excerpts of print books or materials, and individual
teaching activities offered for sale in digital format.

To obtain more information, or, if you would like to use Novel Units products for
additional purposes not outlined in the single-classroom license (described above),
please contact customercare@ecslearningsystems.com.

ebooks.ecslearningsystems.com
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Thinking
Interpreting evidence, 
compare/contrast, forming 
opinions, identifying 
stereotypes, paradox, 
pros/cons, research

Comprehension
Cause/effect, classifying, 
details, generalizing, 
inferring, main idea, 
predicting, summarizing

Writing
Article, description, editorial, 
poem, list, narrative, 
letter, report

Listening/Speaking
Discussion, interview, oral 
report, role-playing

Vocabulary
Compound words, 
context clues

Literary Elements
Analogy, characterization, 
descriptions, foreshadowing, 
plot development, setting, 
point of view, simile, theme

Across the Curriculum
Art—architecture, drawing, 
embroidery, woodcarving; 
Science—weather, botany; 
Social Studies—maps, 
culture, history, politics, laws;
Math—survey statistics

Skills and Strategies

Table of Contents
Summary .......................................................................3

About the Author .........................................................3

Characters .....................................................................4

Initiating Activities........................................................4

Vocabulary Activities.....................................................8

Nine Sections ..............................................................10
Each section contains: Summary, Vocabulary, 
Discussion Questions, and Supplementary Activities

Post-reading Discussion Questions ............................24

Post-reading Extension Activities ...............................25

Assessment..................................................................26

Glossary.......................................................................27

•
 D

ow
nl

oa
da

bl
e 

N
ov

el
 U

ni
ts

®
Pr

od
uc

t •
 S

in
gl

e-
C

la
ss

ro
om

 U
se

r 
Li

ce
ns

e 
•



© Novel Units, Inc. 17

A
ll 
rig
ht
s 
re
se
rv
ed

•
 D

ow
nloadable N

ovel U
nits

®
Product •

 Single-C
lassroom

 U
ser License •

6. Social Studies: Have students look at a time line of civilization and note the rise and fall of
societies, such as Greece and Rome. They should compare these civilizations’ histories to the
history reflected on the Singer’s robe. 

7. Research: Have students research totalitarian governments and make a list of four countries
that currently have or have ever had dictators.

Chapters 13–15, pp. 122–146
Kira, Matt, and Thomas hear Jamison speaking harshly to a child on the floor below them. The
trio retreats to Kira’s room, and Matt explains that the child is Jo, an orphan from the Fen. Her
mother got the sickness and her father stabbed himself in grief. When Jamison comes to Kira’s
room he seems normal, and Kira tells him that Annabella said there were no beasts. He says
Annabella’s mind is wandering and reminds Kira that he was present when beasts took her
father. Kira feels her special cloth, and it seems to withdraw. The next morning, Matt warns Kira
not to go to Annabella’s because she has died. He says he saw Jamison walking by the draggers as
they moved her body to the Field. At the Edifice, Kira searches for Jamison. On the way, she tells
Jo that she will come back and promises to help her. Jamison sympathetically tells Kira that
Annabella died a natural death in her sleep. Her cott will stay there, and someday Kira might
live in it. Workers move Annabella’s dyeing equipment to a place near the woods, in sight of
Kira’s window. Kira tells Thomas that Jo is locked in. Thomas is not surprised and says he made a
wooden key that can unlock any door in the Edifice. Kira and Thomas make plans to visit Jo
that night.

Discussion Questions
1. Kira recognizes Jamison’s voice. He’s been kind to her, so why

would she be oddly fearful? (Answers will vary. This is before she
hears his harsh voice, so she fears him because he’s an authority
figure. Some of his statements, like the one about beasts, contradict
other knowledge she knows, but is unaware of. Answers will vary. 
p. 123)

2. Why does Kira question that Jo’s father would kill himself?
(Because he has a child who depends on him.) Matt also finds it
odd that he would leave Jo. What does this say about Matt’s
character? Do you agree with their assessments? Why, or why
not? (Answers will vary. p. 125)

3. Kira tells Jamison that Annabella says there are no beasts. What is Jamison’s reaction?
Should Kira believe Jamison or Annabella? Why do you think so? (His expression is a mixture
of astonishment and anger. Answers will vary. p. 128)

4. The cloth withdraws from Kira’s touch. What message is it sending her? (Answers will vary.
Suggestion—Do not trust Jamison. p. 129)

5. If Jo’s songs give knowledge, as the woman in the weaving shed tells Kira, how could that
knowledge be important to the guardians? (They could see threats to their power or the direction
of civilization. Answers will vary. pp. 131–132)

6. Jo answers Kira’s knock by saying she is practicing. What does this say about her treatment
and responsibilities in the Edifice? (She’s been punished for not practicing her songs. Answers
will vary. p. 137)

indistinct (123) 
relishing (130) 
misery (130) 
grotesque (133) 
enclosure (137) 
wary (138) 
wistfully (139) 
mordant (140) 
solitary (141) 
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7. Why doesn’t Kira tell Jamison that she’s talked with Jo? Defend your answer. (She is
beginning to distrust Jamison. Answers will vary. p. 138)

8. Jamison is still in Kira’s room talking about Annabella’s death when workers start
assembling a dyeing place for Kira. Discuss how quickly Annabella’s things are moved and
why Jamison forbids Kira to be Annabella’s watcher. (Discussions will vary, but should note
how it seems Annabella’s death was not sudden or unexpected. Students may suggest that Jamison
played a role in Annabella’s death. pp. 140–141)

9. Thomas calls himself, Kira, and Jo “artists,” though Kira has never heard the word. Discuss
the importance of artists to Kira’s society, and then discuss their importance in your society.
How would the world be different without art? (Answers will vary. pp. 143–145)

10. Discuss how Thomas was treated as a tyke. Do you agree or disagree with the way he was
raised in the Edifice? (Answers will vary. pp. 142, 145)

11. Prediction:Will Kira and Thomas get caught when they visit Jo?

Supplementary Activities
1. Literary Activities/Characterization: Have students add to their Character Analysis charts.

2. Social Studies/Mapping: Have students draw a floor plan of the floor of the Edifice that
Thomas and Kira live on and the floor below them. Where is Jo’s room in relationship 
to Kira’s?

3. Literary Analysis/Foreshadowing: Recall Jamison’s expression when Kira told him Annabella
said there were no beasts (p. 128) and the foreshadowing of Annabella’s death. Were
students surprised or did they suspect that something would happen to Annabella? Is the
secret warning signal a sign of trouble to come? Have students add to their foreshadowing
charts.

4. Music: Have students make a list of songs that present information (e.g., The Alphabet Song;
The Wreck of the Edmund Fitzgerald; The Battle of New Orleans; Fifty Nifty United States; etc.).
Then have them write their own song that presents information or offers words of wisdom.

5. Social Studies: For one day, have students listen to how people talk and record the number
of times people refer to “they” without a pronoun reference. For instance: “‘They’ say...”
Discuss who the nebulous “they” is.

6. Art: Discuss with students the art of woodcarving. Have students research famous
woodcarvers.

7. Brainstorming: Have students brainstorm a list of different types of artists.
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Discussion 
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Activitie
s, 

Worksheets
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Character Analysis

Directions: The names of some of the characters who appear in the novel are written in the
boxes below. Begin the chart after reading the first chapter and add to the chart as you
continue reading the novel. Working in small groups, discuss the attributes of the various
characters. In each character’s box, write several words or phrases that describe him or her.

Kira Matt Thomas Jamison

Vandara Jo Annabella Christopher

Vocabulary, 

Discussion 

Questions, 

Activitie
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