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Novel Units® Single-Classroom User Agreement

With the purchase of electronic materials (such as ebooks and print-on-demand
teaching activities) from a Novel Units, Inc. (Novel Units) Web site, or that of a
Novel Units authorized dealer’s Web site, the customer (the purchaser or person
for whom this product was purchased) is granted a single-classroom user license,
which entitles the customer to use or duplicate these materials for a single
classroom (or home) only.

Sharing the digital files or reproduction of any part of this
publication in any way or by any means for additional classrooms
(or homes), an entire school, or a school system; by for-profit
institutions and tutoring centers; or for commercial sale is strictly
prohibited.

Reproduction of any part of the Teacher Guide is strictly prohibited. Use of the
materials for anything other than classroom instruction is a violation of Novel Units
intellectual property rights. Materials may be transmitted or projected via digital
device within a single classroom setting only; any other electronic transmission or
projection of materials is strictly prohibited. Novel Units retains full intellectual
property rights on all proprietary products, and these rights extend to electronic
editions of print books or materials, excerpts of print books or materials, and
individual teaching activities offered for sale in digital format.

To obtain more information, or, if you would like to use Novel Units products for
additional purposes not outlined in the single-classroom license (described above),
please contact customercare@ecslearningsystems.com.

ebooks.ecslearningsystems.com



GATHERING BLUE

by
Lois Lowry

Student Packet
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Veda Boyd Jones
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Monica Odle

Contains masters for: 3 Prereading Activities 
1 Study Guide
5 Vocabulary Activities 
7 Literary Analysis Activities
1 Writing Activity
2 Quizzes
1 Novel Test 

PLUS Detailed Answer Key

Note
The Laurel-Leaf paperback edition of the book, published by Dell,
© 2002, was used to prepare this guide. The page references may
differ in other paperback editions.

Please note: Parts of this novel deal with sensitive, mature issues.
Please assess the appropriateness of this book for the age level
and maturity of your students prior to reading and discussing it
with them.

Publisher Information
For a complete catalog, contact—

Novel Units, Inc.
P.O. Box 97

Bulverde, TX 78163-0097

Web site: novelunits.com

For more digital resources, visit:
ebooks.ecslearningsystems.com

Copyright infringement is a violation of Federal Law.
© 2010 by Novel Units, Inc., Bulverde, Texas. All rights reserved. Reproduction of this publication
is limited to the terms of the Single-Classroom User License for a maximum of 30 copies. No part
of this publication may be translated, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted or shared in any
way or by any means (electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise) without
prior written permission from Novel Units, Inc. Reproduction of any part of this publication for
multiple school terms, an entire school or for a school system, by for-profit institutions and tutoring
centers, or for commercial sale is strictly prohibited.

Reproduction of any part of the Teacher Guide is strictly prohibited.

Novel Units is a registered trademark of Novel Units, Inc.
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Name ________________________________
Gathering Blue

Activity #8 • Vocabulary
Chapters 18–23, pp. 167–215

Directions: Use vocabulary words to answer the following questions.

1. If a person has a high fever, he may become what?

2. What might you do to a favorite relative you hadn’t seen in a long time?

3. If three-year-old children are not being watched by an adult, they are considered to 
be what?

4. If someone is thin and haggard, he could be called what?

5. If you want someone to agree with you, you are seeking what?

6. The period of time between acts of a play is called the what?

7. If a person does not say “Thank You” after receiving a gift, they could be described 
as what?

8. If two people have a pleasing relationship, it could be said they live in what?

9. If a girl sorts items by colors, she has done what to them?

10. If a man is in shackles, he is being what?

11. If someone jeered at another person, you could say he also what?

12. A singer who has a pleasant tone has a nice what?
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unsupervised (175) gaunt (175) circumstances (176) restrained (177) 
subtlety (180) intermission (185) scoffed (186) intensity (190) 
categorize (192) inconsiderate (192) disfigured (192) confirmation (193) 
lilt (202) delirious (202) embrace (205) harmony (210)
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Name ________________________________
Gathering Blue

Activity #12 • Literary Analysis
Use During Reading

Characterization
Directions: Compare and contrast Kira and Matt using the Venn diagram below. Find their
common characteristics. Add more ideas as they are revealed in the story.
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Activity #14 • Literary Analysis: Characterization
Use After Reading
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Inference Flow Chart

Directions: Fill in the boxes of the flow chart with the events portrayed in the story. In the
ovals beneath, state what emotions and feelings are inferred.
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