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Skills and Strategies

Critical Thinking
Brainstorming, predictions,
compare/contrast, research,
creative thinking

Comprehension
Cause/effect, summary, decision-
making, sequencing

Writing
Poetry, essay, journal entry,
news article

Listening/Speaking

Oral presentation, discussion

Vocabulary
Definitions, vocabulary story, parts
of speech, synonyms/antonyms,
context clues

Literary Elements
Genre, theme, point of view,
character analysis,
conflict/resolution

Across the Curriculum

Government/History—types of
government, famous activists;
Art—community map, collage,
painting, brochure, photography;
Life Skills—career choices; Music—
song selection




Chapters 1-2

Eleven-year-old Jonas feels apprehensive about the Ceremony of Twelve—a celebration during
which Jonas will receive his lifetime job assignment. He reflects on past experiences as he tries to
mentally prepare for the ceremony. Jonas’s family discovers that a newchild named Gabriel might
be placed temporarily in their household. Jonas’s father recounts his experience at his own
Ceremony of Twelve, and both parents reassure Jonas that his Assignment will be ideal for him.

Discussion Questions
Vocabulary 1. Where th¢ ste sev Fror vhat point of view is the story told,
intrigued and hbow oy uf. nk'this point of yiew will affect the stgry?
navigational (The' ary . sec..a ﬁct.lonal community gover'ned %)y a commz'ttee
anthem trsmg es people’s choices for' them _ens in this 'commu'nzty
distraught ol o schedule every c?ay, with ea cit. n’s job bezng assigned
unison )eczﬁcal.ly to tﬁem. P itene 15 Su. ost.mportance in the '
wheedle commumty, as is safety" ad. eyr.  the rules. The stor)'/ is told in
defiant third-person limite™ [ vin. fv.. " rom Jonas’s perspective. Answers
; . will vary.)
(8 op 't;
opl aentary 2. Why_as 1l -«ened when an unidentified aircraft flew
p: aent o7 rti comn unity? What does his fez 0. the aircraft indicate
adherence be tt) society in which he lives™ Joi ... fi.; htened because
| aptitude aizcreare forbidden from flying ¢ rtr <ot anity. The only
P . craft citizens of thacomr™ ... e, «se. .re cargo planes that bring
" food and supplies. In ceatr. f, tr. pla e that flew over the community
that time was a &~ je An._ < will vary, but students will likely

comment thaTone s cor nunity seems very secluded. with its
citizens pr. ect=“frc_ Il outside threats.)

3. Why do you think precision of I' 19 .ge =« important in Jont ‘s c¢ 1 ait? < nsw rs will
vary. Students should note tha on_ tric very hard to pinpoint 1e.cc 2ct. ord! ) describe his
feelings about the w01 of - velve.jonas also thinks fo e oty fric... Asher, who often
misuses and mi; s up . rdo "o ws’s society seems to valua t. h a1 ho. _sty; therefore, speakit
precisely is simp._ wakil  an ¢effort to tell the coi. »letafru 1 a. ' cor...nunicate as effectively as
possible. More evia. - the community ¢ alues utr 2 enncss, and communication ¢/ .o e
in the feeling-sharing that the family practicc  Jach' ght.,

4. Describe Jonas's family unit. Jonas’s anuly v ““‘ncludes his mother1is fathe, .se'f, und his
younger sister. Each of Jonas’. . vilyy mbl ; is a rule-abiding citizen. . ¢ ju_er =< urturer, and
his mother works in the Depai ne, >fj..__.Ce. Jonas is a bright yov= 20y hou_ o receive his
lifetime job assignment. Lily is  _pur.y young girl with anaiva o, lav= on' ‘2 and a simple
understanding of right and wro. ;. The family members si_ ve | eir ¢mot ns at the end of each

T

day and are intimate, albeit not very affectionate, towa 'o. = 1. her)

5. How are family units organized in thisssocia#®, 1o s tl..s similar to or different from the
society in which you live? (Famili<= arc »nl_llo. d v .o children—one male and one female.
That means while Jonas’s fami’v m. . ora. ' "Ip nurture a newchild, the newchild cannot
become a permanent member oy iy ‘ar. unit. People like Jonas’s father nurture the newchildren
until they are assigned a family at nnudl ceremony in December. Families must apply for a child
and be approved before the Committe. of Elders will assign the family a child. The committee selects
which children will go to which family, and it also names the children. The names are announced
during the ceremony, as well. Answers will vary. Similarities might include that nuclear families live
in the same household, families eat dinner together, and a separate facility exists for elderly people.
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2.

Differences might include that children’s parents are not a part of their lives after a certain age,
people’s marriages are constantly monitored, and innocent individuals are often “released” from

society.)

Discuss the significance of the Ceremony of Twelve. Why is Jonas uneasy about this
ceremony? What do you think about the concept of the Ceremony of Twelve? (At age 12,
each child is assigned a role in the community during the cer¢ nony. From this point on, they spend
most of their free time learning their new occupation ra#!’ «th i velunteering or playing with
friends. Jonas is uneasy because he volunteers at ma. plac. nd aces not feel particularly suited
to any one profession. He knows he hasbeen == “ully bservec by the Elders, but he fears he might
dislike his Assignment. Answers will va_ St..dec =hc .d nc C the pros [no indecision about career
choice, no unemployment, etc.| and < ns._ick tfccdom, potential to be assigned something you do
not enjoy, etc.] of the system the’ ' i uses.)

In this society, severe :un, o1, < finultiple infractions can® iul. 1 “release.” The Old
and some newchil®=en" = r¢ ased, as well. Whatlo yo© « nk e ¢ acept of “release”
means in Jonas! co  mu .., ¢ (Answers will vary, ait’ ou,  per vtr C students may guess that
“release” i< ., “omy 101 with “death.” Students shawld. te'. =* Clease is permanent and that
once.an i, ivid=ul._ieleased, s/he is never seen| .= =0y uunity again. They should also note

th csc e, s are considered disgrace’ .i [such as ' 1en a contributing citizen is released for

w. gd. ng], while others are considé._ 4. _io lerelease of the Old] or sivaaly necessary [release
of ne.. cnildren who fail to maturc deq te’ 7,

crediction: What will hi pen to newchild facing possib’ " er se?

Suppler Lo, AC ities
1.

Com, -=heri on. Tse the Community Life ci.c .on'  ge 2/ of this guide to begin listing the
rules, + 1al’ and daily activities that a’ : orserv. 'rtake place in Jonas’s ¢ ammunitv
Contint  udding to this chart as="= e (0 novel. (Examples from thiasec 0 gt
include the ritual of sharing fee! a7 aftel _.nner or the rule tha. Pilc  e..nc” 7, over the
community.)

J

Poetry: Write a¢ acr¢. ¢ er  .sing the word “apprebe’ io1r °

o
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Cause/Effect Map

Directions: In the empty boxes, list six reasons why Jonas feels increasingly isolated from his
community as he trains with The Giver.

L

{‘ els 1sulated
. s community.

2
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Conflict

The conflict of a story is the struggle between two people or two forces. There are four main
types of conflict: person vs. person, person vs. nature, person vs. society, and person vs. self.

Directions: In the space provided, list four conflicts Jonas ex} °riences and justify why you
identify it with that particular type of conflict. Then, ex 2.~ ow? ch conflict is resolved
in the story.

PErson vs. person

C'n ct Resolution

_-rson vs. nature

~
/

i "R olution N
_J

Coni it . <nludon

. on vs. self

Conflict 1.w00) tion
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