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Prediction
Do you think Laertes will follow through on the plan to kill Hamlet? Will he ever forgive
Hamlet? Will the Ghost appear again?

ACTV

Scene |

1. What does Hamlet learn from th. gravaui yeis about the grave they are digging?

About Yorick?
A woman who mox have cc am._ 2d" _icide will be buried; the«"ull uncovered belongs to a
court jester Hamle. ‘ev. 1 < udhood.

2. Towhatshe er ' ho wuoes Gertrude refer assshi olac 5 i wers on the grave?
She he " spe” th. her son would marry Q='x2lic

3.4 he i s does Hamlet imply tho.cie'cvec Ophelia more than Laertes did? Do you
thir.  he did?
- 256-258, “Forty thousc 4 £ thaw Could not with all their ¢ ar*itv cflove/Make up
my sum...”)
Scene i

1. V catn sa_ > auves Osric deliver? Why  aes micoinake fun of Osric?
At,ted' erbose Osric delivers the ir"icdtior. rom ne King to Hamlet for = “iendly” duel
with. Crtes.

2. What is Laertes’” answer. the  Ha ilet asks his pardonghefc  th aui ling match? Do
you think La© = sh :ld" rgive Hamlet?
He will not © ong' n. ' ove, but still must defexa ‘s o. 2 ho.or.

3. How does Cic. " _ 'an for Hamlet’“ dea » g. 2" ry? rhatis, whatevents D' T H
foresee?
Gertrude drinks the poisoned win< .. d b h.lc_ rtes and Hamlet. are injui 4.5 the
poisoned foil.

4. What is Claudius’ reactic >« . » he sees Gertrude drink/ 1e noic 1? .vhat else might
he have done?
He begs her not to drink, then says to himself thet i s = wlaoc.

N
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You are Horatio. Givethe ¢ icic ef

5. How much do you think Gertrude figures out before she dies? Do you think she
would have forgiven Claudius, if he had had time to ask her forgiveness at the end?
She realizes that the wine was poisoned.

6. Does Laertes forgive Hamlet?

Yes, and he asks Hamlet to forgive him, so that he will not have Hamlet'’s death on his
conscience—nor Hamlet have Laertes’ or Polonius‘de th or his.

Why do you think Laertes doesn’t mentian © >helia  deata in this “let’s forgive each
other” speech?

7. Has Hamlet avenged his fathe 2 A dc ill Claudius.

What do you thiz" waula ave apened to Claudius if he® d survived?

8. What has has'. 1ec o) sencrantz and Gui’ =nst rn. D¢ :ou reel sorry for them, or
did thex-briniera r t'ouble on themselves?

They/ ‘ere ex. w2u in England, thanks to< iainlet. mounication of the orders originally
w0 ALt result in his own executic”.

9." Mk it does Horatio mean, “! ai. mure © 1 antique Roman than = "_ine/Here’s yet
some liquor left” (V,ii:=771). WL *is ne thinking of doing?**h. = . v . )es Hamlet
stop him?

Like the i "ma’ s who' 't cthemselves to prezcrve t°°Ci. hor - ko ratio considers killing
hire= "5 bl Hu..wet onvinces him to live<o the* h. -an  ea. Hamlet’s name.
10. Vi o wi ule Denmark now?
prc. k' young Fortinbras
Writing Activity

-

.nat clears Hamle*'s n 2.
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6. Game idea: Put the names of the main characters on a pack of cards (Hamlet,
Claudius, Gertrude, Polonius, Laertes, Ophelia, ghost). On each of another set of
cards, write one question—ANY question (e.g., How does your character move when
he or she first comes onstage? Does your character have any physical habits? Does
your character smile often?) Be imaginative! In each group, students take turns
picking up a character card and a description card:{ The student answers the question
and tells why s(he) chose that answer, based ' ¢ stos" line and on stagecraft (how
the play is staged).

[This is an adaptation of an idea ‘eveiase by Wike Mayhoe, University of East Anglia,
England—p. 58 of the Englisi” ‘ou. al, =i, 1989, “Drama as Gaming.”]

Writing (Also see Essay . »i" «gq tic. , page 39.)

1. What do you see i ‘ou nmii.u's eye when you thin's=hou the lay for a few minutes?
Choose the’ ce. . o1 = ge from the play tharme 2s 1 n_ st vivid impression on
your ri_ vony T .ten minutes or so to dascri >t s 2ne and why it is so
mermr -ablefc. you. Share your writing it chg class.

2. Hei are some scenes and ima es = . kil play. Choose three and explain what is
. “portant about them.
e the Ghost spe «stoh. et e Ophe!” ‘gi sawa rlowers
e Ci udiv tnesc oy e "4 =t »lacaskull
‘an 1t stabs at the curtain * . =rti desips wine

A

3. Re A Ce Sandburg’s poem, “The Piiple, =s.” ‘ompare/contrast the 27'wice Polonius
give ' _son with the advice aiver Sa..aburg poem. Then prete "+ Y U are
leaving home and write a d” 10c . re2liing the advice y¢ « pa’ .nt jive v .

4. Supportorr=” 20l 0l el .owing quotations usir  evic nc T om the play:
— “Mothi knov be .’ (Edna Ferber)

— “Who wou " Cciive/in civilized wtre e/y - inderstand the exact/and t pa
intimate revenge.” (Seamus Hea . )

— “The truth is often’  »rribi weaori of aggression. Itis| x . =21 lie. \nd even
to murder, for the t 1. (A . Adler)

5. Suppose Laertes were ar. advice columnist. Wri . le’ ers..si1. hiee characters in the
story, outlining their proolems. Write his lettet.o. < | 'nsC(Iry to let the writer’s
personality “come through” in his/her writir.  e.g Laertes’ responses might be
clichéd, long-winded, demonstra ng/ cc -ei. for “appearances” and etiquette.)

o)
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Research
1. As an art/geography project, have students draw a poster-size map of Europe as it
looked during Hamlet’s time. This project can be assigned at the beginning of the
unit so the map can be used as a visual aid.

2. Do some research on Machiavelli and find out why Claudius’ behavior might be
described as “Machiavellian.”

3. Do some research on the flowers Ophelia ¢ ribuc to verious characters. Find out
how the symbolism of each fle:"=ris® ic he  to the recipient.

E . ay Topic Suggestio:

How and w' y ¢ =2s' = zspeare use humor wi.Ha let:

2. Com/ ure an| cciirast any of the followi g 'Ha lec " d Laertes, Gertrude and
“ohe 2, € auaius and Polonius.

3. Hai let’s indecision is evident? rrc. .« 1t uie play. Give examples,

t. Examine Hamlet's atti*="e" wa ' woumen; compare and £20t. . fe ings for
Gertrude with those >r Onh

Define diome <y U give examples fi n tk : ps
texc pi c’rlincidence that occur ou Yo ot e play.

W. tis  1e daominant theme of H< /iet?  onc.t your opinion with d«.iis and
exai _ .cSs.

Why does it take Haml¢ so 1g7 5 kil Claudius?

Defend/ref’ =« nia > th = Hamlet is: motivated Lyv.a . itiol a victim of
circumstan , no. 2a._ .1 love with Opbelia, a v ct. . o1 > Gedipus Complex.

10. Did Gertrude *Hat Claudius he! mu Yer ' ert usband?

11. Why are Rosencrantz and Guildenstei inclc 'ed In the play? What fur_c n( do
they serve?

12. Describe two character w.se. s Hamlet's “foils” (charact s w o, uwough
strong contrast, unders. « '+ mlet’s distinctive charact’ risti=<).

© Novel Units, Inc.
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Evaluation: Rubric for Essay-Writing

The following is a suggested set of criteria by which to grade student essays (e.g., those found
in parts | and Il of the final exam for Hamlet). Feel free to alter it in any way to better suit the
needs of your class. We encourage you to share the evaluation sheets with students before
they write their essays, so that they will know in advan< \w at isexpected.

Criterion Maximum # of points
total: 100

1. Focus: Student writes a ¢!“ar ¢ »sic. na includes it in the

opening paragra, 10
2. Organization<. > fi. ¢ uft reflects the assi¢ 2d ¢ itli

transitiec2. wor<’s e Lsed to link ideas. 15
3. S0 0 S ficent details are cited to st th thesis;

exy. Necws details are omitted 15
‘. Detail: Each quote or »=“2re. e | xplained (as if the teacha= 15

had not read the bo °); idea. .e not redundant
5. Meas nics. ‘oc.ai0 capitalization, usage are or <t. 15

6. Se ence tructure: The student ave'sorur ans «.id fragments.
The an interesting varietv.~f st . s,

7. Verbs: All verbs are in.th <o ct' 2nse; sections in.wt b.o.
is summariz. 4« in_ e =sent tense. 10

8. Total effect ¢ e« .av: clarity, coherence, av. all offe iveness 10

rotal Points Earned:

Comments:

=)
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Dramatic Plot Map (Melodrama or Tragedy)
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