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Skills and Strategies

Thinking
Predictions, brainstorming,
compare/contrast, research,
critical thinking

Comprehension
Decision-making, sequencing,
cause/effect

Writing
Report, poetry, transcript, letter,
book review, journal entry

Listening/Speaking
Oral presentation, discussion,
interviewing

Vocabulary
Definitions, parts of speech,
pronunciation

Literary Flements
Genre, theme, point of view,
character analysis, figurative
language, conflict/resolution

Across the Curriculum
Science—Cessna 406, common
tree types, protein, refraction,
weather emergencies; Sports—
fishing, hunting; Social
Studies—Native Americans,
geography/maps; Art—miniature
model, sketch, ink portrait,
photojournal, painting, illustrated
dictionary, collage
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7. What new possibilities might the plane present for Brian? (Answers will vary. Though Brian
has already learned to survive in the wilderness, having some “civilized” survival items could help
him tremendously. Useful items might include packaged food, a first-aid kit, a radio transmitter,
flashlights, purified water, a toolkit, clothes, blankets, etc. The plane also presents a challenge,
however, since only the tail end is above water. Brian will have to swim to the plane and dive down
into it.)

8. Prediction: How will Brian get into the plane, and v at| vill be retrieve from it?

Supplementary Activities

1. Literary Devices: Continue adding” oy ar| = ative language chart. Examples: Similes—
“...[the moose came| down of im. ke runaway truck” (p. 141)-“...[the moose’s] hair
went up—like the har »v'0 har v, g...” (p. 142); “wind like'* 1€ »und of a train”

(p- 145); Metaphors—i lbi. : a..ying pear (p. 132); me« o b. wn' all of fur (p. 141);
Personification’ -© es = was coming for hin....Th sot. 1V nted him” (p. 144).

2. Science/V' acier! re..catornado emergencysmi yc o .ome. Research the safest
placasto ke ¢ erccr during a tornado, and t = ol what you have learned to your
ol nr. dc . Also, make a list of sup’ 1esou.ar | your family would need in the event
ol tor ado.

Chapters 17-Ey ‘o_ -

Brian bu’ sa1. a1 pd Tlesitto the plane. He " aii th ' e’s survival kit, which contains
food, matc =s, a 2m .gency transmitter, anda rit. am. g other “treasures.” Brian tries the
emergency ¢ itter but, thinking it brok n.=*s1  de. He decides to have a' te2at"” a=d is

surprised wh.: a plane, whose pilot ' a. ‘thic e rgency transmitter signa’, naoon el ike.
Thus, as quickly as Brian was thrzst i =7 b waderness, he is able to 12ave +-Ckai.j d forever.
After his rescue, Brian.»acearc” s« = v. 7 _iants and animalche « nc¢ ¢ o iderness and

continues to be plag ed ¢ “ti Se »t.”

Discussion Questions
1. Explain the order Brian follows as he rebt . s hi. amp. (Brian rebuilds the fire<7 vt —_ ice

provides heat, protection, and a.place t¢ “oon—  d£91nus enough wood te keep the ra ving ... day
and into the night. He takes ¢ “t re.. ‘o r¢ 1in some energy and then. .. h. he Crwith
salvaged pieces from the previc s« > p.. cw material. The sheltericin. rta because it provides

a refuge from predators and na_ = . ¢ aents. Brian also makes.a { »w"wd ¢ vine boughs so he will
have a comfortable sleeping spc  He sleeps again to heal . :d ¢ in eicrgy The next day, Brian

remakes his fish spear so he can feed himself. With his( as 1 = “winceand his camp rebuilt, Brian
can concentrate on reaching the survival pack in the p. 1e.)

2. Describe the raft Brian builds. Wh=dc s h' dec. =t wait a day to paddle out to the plane,
and what does this decision dem«  *ra :avr . cian? (Brian builds the raft from interwoven
tree limbs since he does not hav. ap. w. hich to tie the limbs together. After realizing that the
raft will be difficult to push in the = 'r, b_un decides to wait until the next day to paddle out to the
plane, since he will likely need severa..ours of daylight to do so. Answers will vary, but students
should note that Brian has learned to practice patience, especially when it is a matter of safety.)

S
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3. Why do you think Brian thinks about his parents as he attempts
Vocabulary to reach the plane? (Answers will vary, but students should note
. that after Brian missed the last plane he lost all hope of being
incessant L : . A
intact Tesc.ued. Living in the wzlderr?ess for this long, Brian llkely. feels there
refine is little t.o no ﬁope that he will ever be saved. However, Brian seems
ruefully very optimistic about what he might find on the plane. Perhaps the
. thought that items on the nlai > could help him get rescued makes
stymied Brian unafraid to thipk ac._ . is [ sily again.)
pronounced hg | ’
rivets 4. Why is Brian 2" op. ated w en hLe first reaches the plane?
stabilizer How dc¢ = hi so'. thi prok’ m? (Brian realizes there is no
frenzied obvioxs v v int  th¢ plane—at least not that he can readily access.
propel F.so. st piovlem accidentally when, out of frustration, he bangs
oblivious hi. dst ‘o wne side of the plane, punc¢ .. g the aluminum wall.
unwittingly 'sti_ae hatchet, Brian is able.fo cc anc._ eel back small pieces of
—_ .uminum to make ar._:cre¢ ing big °r hole.)

. Why is By ng’ w 1 himself for dropping the h. -h. >V aat does he mean when he
thinks “t : hateli .vas, had been him” (p. I 2)?«Rr._ :is furious with himself for dropping his
m’ v 6. ool and says aloud, “Tha’ wus tr.c it o] thing I would have done before...Not
nc [t 162]. Answers will vary, but 20. ... 1, will recognize that the hatchet has come to
defi. _rian’s identity, since he hi_ usc it towe ke fire, tools, weapons, ai 1 a sheltes He arrived
vith the hatchet, and it hag® . >m. ln . ¢ like a companion to Brig

. Why does Brisn ne._» d. wh' :inside the tail of the pla=e? ( iarn.  underwater, searching for
the survival pac™ w._ = seco ale remains of the pilc.in{ 2 cc vic. “the plane. This horrible sight
maka® Cow. 2ar o vewis and then breathe in v ten . nc <y, owns, but he instinctively Kicks his
legs, " ich p vei. wim to the water’s surface.)

. Why d¢ 7 .an consider the items in { e wiv. Jack “treasure”? If Brian  ad.%~d " e pack
with hin. immediately after the ¢ 45. »av yor think he would have be .\ » tiiank 1l O
resourceful? (Brian considers¢ e | S ¢onents “treasure” because thry ¢ ineijo w0 him. The
lighters and matchev=rovi: 2 fir an, " Brian needs it, an< the ~ dp ke = vide food Brian
doesn’t have to I at. . 1, *w allow Brian to kill game v v ger . ‘tances, and the sleepi=g
bag and foam pc will }  via. .nore comfort tharv<the pinec »ov_1s L . has been using. Answer
will vary, but mos. ud  tswill likely say that Briza v, i a’t v« as thankful or resourcefuls e
had had the survival pack jrom the start. Ha, = to. wnd ;. himself for two months has v 'd« Lriar
grateful to now have food, bedding, and 2t "\ curic_ »n hand. He has also becon . e gl
crafty, learning to provide for b= basic/ 2eas wic_ " 5t a few natural ma’ rigls)

. Why does having the rifle a1 hte ke Brian feel strange? (The tw. wuanujactured items
give Brian an advantage over r. ¢ 't he didn’t have before. Wi 1 a xifle, ?ria.. doesn’t have to
know the outline of a foolbird ¢ fo strike low to spear aj. . V. th....jic hedoesn’t have to revere
animals like the wolf or bear. With a lighter, Brian does:’t v 2 ki ", how to produce sparks and
use them to make a fire. The rifle and lighters give Br._ pov.  ovc, nature, but he seems to prefer
fitting into and connecting with his surro’ adin’ "¢ er. supcrior.)

. Why is the arrival of the plane su  isii 7 t¢ otl Brian and the reader? How is this timing
ironic? (Brian has not seen a p. e & 1 :last search plane that he missed. Knowing that his
location is way off the pilot’s char 1 yutc, rian had given up on anyone ever finding him. The
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plane also arrives with little to no we. ‘ng. Unbeknownst to Brian, the emergency transmitter he 9
turned on stayed on. The timing is ironic because Brian gets rescued just as he thinks to himself 5
that he can survive on the contents of the survival pack for some time.) b
z
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10. How is Brian different after returning home? (He is physically changed with regard to body
weight and body fat. He has developed excellent reflexes and has become more thoughtful about
what he says aloud. Food never ceases to amaze him—especially the large quantities in grocery
stores. Brian also develops an interest in nature—particularly the wildlife he encountered during
the nearly two months he was stranded. He also dreams of the wilderness.)

11. How does Brian’s return to civilization affect others? (Forsseveral months, Brian is interviewed
and photographed constantly. One writer even wants to. v ite' book about Brian’s experience. Joy at
Brian being alive also brings his parents closer, alth‘ ple . Itimately does not reconcile.)

Supplementary Activities a
1. Literary Devices: Complete yc :fi language chart. Exam
a prune” (p. 159); “... ook air like a whale...”
of the plane: a birdcag ) ‘
agazine writer who i VQ ter his rescue. Write a
transcrip u W.

: Similes—“wrinkled as
; Metaphor—the inside

2. Writing: Imagi

g
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Conflict

The conflict of a story is the struggle between two people or two forces. There are four main
types of conflict: person vs. person, person vs. nature, person vs. society, and person vs. self.

Directions: In the space provided, list four conflicts Brian experiences and justify why you
identify it with that particular type of conflict. Then, explain/iow each conflict is resolved

in the story. ﬂ
person vs. ‘

-

tion

person vs.

Conflict
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Conflict

/', Conflict
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Character Web

Directions: In each oval below, write an adjective that describes Brian’s personality. Then, fill in
each dotted rectangle with a detail about Brian that illustrates that part of his personality.

........................

2

o)}

© Novel Units, Inc.





