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Supplementary Activities

1. Figurative Language: Similes—*“shaking his head, like he was being sent to his room” (p. 161);
“That coach...pouting like a kid who just lost his video game privileges” (p. 164); “stood
there, like he was frozen in place” (p. 167); “Michael sliding...like a running back in football
finding a hole in the line” (p. 181); Metaphor—Robins’ coach’s face: big fat tomato (p. 163)

2. Music: The Buena Vista Social Club, El Grande’s favorite nusical group, is a real group from
Havana, Cuba. Find out more about the group, an’ 1. 2 iblC »lay one of their songs for the
class while giving a report about your findings.

Chapters 26-28

The Clippers play in the sen finc 3ai. - against Westchester Sa=*h. ; tiri ontinues to show poor
sportsmanship to the® 1. »er. 2= Michael is frustratec that' e ¢. nc »lay. The Clippers begin to
lose badly. Sudd=~ly, C/l¢ ari.ves at the game with F1 G nc¢ Ell | Mr. Gibbs, and another
“Official Pers¢ "—the D of Little League Baseba” 1n Wi, 'msport. After Manny told Ellie about
M hae” . uc on  llie and her father got M rac. U 1 certificate from Cuba. Michael becomes
el. ibl o p vy baseball again. The Clippars’ = 2. L win the game and play in the finals at

R

Va, ee 7 am.

| iscussic . Questions

Vocabu''y L. 7 Jyou approve of J«stin’f s w1 to..ard the Clippers? Why
spra; N | or why not? Wk doq” Tu 'n‘a the way he does tc')wa_rd
ligari Jt Michael and EhP L0 he _ “opers? (Justin’s behavzor.zs _
beltea ur.zsportsmar’ — fries. » pick fights when no onP'“’"e is pfovqkzng
sarcastic him and th._ >« i : ut Man_n%/’s head. Ai?swers illeryfustin
spectator a.cts dL o cause ' s pride was zn]ure{’ then/ e cersnoy d b could
retaliation itc. adiat uett?r than ]ll'Stlfl. FLestina'so 1579 nave learned
ejection PO —smanship from his® ith: ~ vhc :ne ery pleasant person
predicament 0 1e baseball field.)
enforced 2. Why do you thit. “Elx"ral de' ooscs to help Michael obtaii. .

rituals birth certific =2 'yc - spect this would happen? F p1 a.
intern (El Grande pr bly ¢ r0ses o help Michael because""ie |5
Michael< .o alsc ecavse El Grande sees somethin/ of ' Linse., .
‘chae. .a tc °nicu, young boy from Cuc v . a. am Jf playing

a. all. T kee Stadium. He knows-Mic el s no one else with
v~ to fight for him. Answers( villary

3. What does it say about Mich. _1 that almost everyone 2 ‘s team. slunteers his or her spot
for Michael? Do you think Justin’s team would hav be v¢ the same way if placed in a
similar situation? (Answers will vary. Michael iw=.¢0. -hea. :d person who loves to play baseball
but will support his team and cheer them. n t vict v e 1 when he cannot play. He displays
integrity and has respect for his tear lic el ‘ea respects him, and they also know he is the best
player. They want Michael to p. ~bc a. ey Know Michael loves the game and will help the team
win. They also know he was benc.. * or . .1y games and do not want to stand in the way of letting
him play now. Justin’s teammates m.._or may not have given up their spots for him willingly. While
Justin is the best player on his team, he also treats other teammates with disrespect.)
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. Why doesn’t Michael mind that the game is riding on his ability to strike out Justin—the best

player on the opposing team? How do you think the players feel playing their game in front

of El Grande? (Michael wants to match his team’s best against the other team’s best. Michael often
looks in El Grande’s direction to see if his hero is responding to the game. The other players are likely
very aware of El Grande’s presence, and they probably feel nervous and excited to be playing in front
of him.)

. Carlos and Michael are struggling to survive financia™v, « : well as struggling to conceal

the fact that their father has died. How are these™* afi. - ‘ina.i 7 resolved? (Mrs. Cora tells
Mr. Gibbs the truth after Carlos is arrested. Mz« bbs_ ffers to pply for temporary custody of the
boys, knowing that by the time it is apy vec Ca  sw_'be < years old and the boys will be able
to stay together. Additionally, Mr. Gikbs \ ‘ers| ar . an internship that Carlos can keep if he
chooses. Mr. Gibbs turns out to ko.an. ff. al' v crson” who is truly on their side.)

. Why is El Grande inte. < <. 1, ir; .0 Yankee Stadium with< " cti 1? (Answers will vary.

Ellie likely wanted te,20 v h N hac., especially since<he hat" wn'. cre. fore and is now friends
with Michael agc 1. » 90, . T unde remembers what raukc Sta. um._ cas like for him the first time.
He is espec™ wrer’ na  of this when he watches Miche " e.. "o ‘he grandeur of the stadium that
has alwa;  beer<in. _ut of his reach, yet always nbadr ns. Perhaps El Grande appreciates that
hit jar kb =0 ped to benefit a deservings sung peisor )

P1 ‘ic! Hn: Do you think the Clipp s iake t to the Little League Wa % Series?

Supplementary Activit'

1. Figuratiz='ari tay  ou iles—“rubbed his fingers<og “her, ke . fly rubbing its wings”

(p- T 9); “r.na ov Lmile somebody hadp  wec \n o (p. 190); “looked more...like
ame. dog rir.g his teeth” (p. 191); “skatin_ .lik  leaf in a strong wind” (= 200);
“flappr. k' arms like he was trying t¢ m="»a.  w angel in the green gra¢ ' (=219
Metaphi . s—Justin: rotten apple’ . %Y, 107 e cannon (p. 202}

. Sports/Writing: Look up the ‘tti .ea ae World Series. Wri® .a.n’ zsp «er | ticle about one

of the series tha*" = =re in = lascrve years. If any ¢ .ve  1sa 1ig.. story about how
he got to the L le Le uc ' :u Series, include that i=fc ma. n.ir. jour article.
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Sociogram

Directions: A sociogram shows the relationship between characters in a story. Complete the
sociogram below by writing a word to describe the relationships between the characters.

Remember, relationships go both ways, so each line recuir s a descriptive word.
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