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Novel Units® Single-Classroom User Agreement 
for Non-Reproducible Material

With the purchase of electronic materials (such as ebooks and print-on-demand
teaching activities) from a Novel Units, Inc. (Novel Units) Web site, or that of a
Novel Units authorized dealer’s Web site, the customer (the purchaser or person
for whom this product was purchased) is granted a single-classroom user license,
which entitles the customer to use these materials for a single classroom (or home)
only.

Sharing the digital files or reproduction of any part of this
publication in any way or by any means for additional classrooms
(or homes), an entire school, or a school system; by for-profit
institutions and tutoring centers; or for commercial sale is strictly
prohibited.

Reproduction of any part of this Teacher Guide is strictly prohibited.
Use of the materials for anything other than classroom instruction is a violation of
Novel Units intellectual property rights. Novel Units retains full intellectual property
rights on all proprietary products, and these rights extend to electronic editions of
print books or materials, excerpts of print books or materials, and individual
teaching activities offered for sale in digital format.

To obtain more information, or, if you would like to use Novel Units products for
additional purposes not outlined in the single-classroom license (described above),
please contact customercare@ecslearningsystems.com.

ecslearningsystems.com
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Chapter 17: “The Clouds Burst” - Pages 273-285
Vocabulary:

alter (273) hauberk (276) mattocks (277)
reconciliation (278) scimitars (282)

Discussion Questions:
1. Why was Thorin so angry at Bilbo? (Page 274, Bilbo had taken the Arkenstone.)

2. What terms did Thorin and Bard come to? (Page 275, “Thorin says, ‘I will give one 
fourteenth share of the hoard in silver and gold, setting aside the gems...and with that 
reward he shall depart, and you can divide it as you will.’ ”)

3. In the Battle of the Five Armies, who were the participants? (Page 279, Goblins and 
wild Wolves versus Elves, Men and Dwarves)

4. What stopped Thorin’s advance? (Page 283, the bodyguard of Bolg, the goblin leader)

5. What sight made Bilbo’s heart leap? (Page 284, He saw that the Eagles were coming.) 
How have the eagles helped him in the past?

Prediction:
Bilbo is hit by a stone and is unconscious. What will happen to him?

Chapter 18: “The Return Journey” - Pages 286-294
Vocabulary:

helm (287) mustering (289) wrath (289)

Discussion Questions?
1. Why wasn’t Bilbo found until the day after the battle? (Page 287, He had his magic 

ring on and was invisible.)

2. Who won the battle? (Page 289, Beorn and the Eagles appeared and the enemy fell.)

3. What lessons had Thorin learned? Why do you think Thorin and Bilbo parted as 
friends? (Page 288, “If more of us valued food and cheer and song above hoarded gold, it 
would be a merrier world.” Thorin realized how good Bilbo was and showed he 
appreciated all that Bilbo had done for the dwarves.)

4. Was it necessary for Thorin to die in this story? If you were the author, what other 
ending might there have been?

Vocabulary, 

Discussion 

Questions, 

Activitie
s, 

Worksheets
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5. What does Bilbo mean when he says, “The Tookish part was getting very tired, and 
the Baggins was daily getting stronger”? (Page 294) How had Bilbo changed in the 
novel?

Supplementary Activity:
Writing and/or Art: Write an obituary notice or make a tombstone for Thorin.

Chapter 19: “The Last Stage” - Pages 295-303
Discussion Questions:

1. How was Bilbo received when he reached his hobbit-hole? (Page 301, His friends 
were shocked because they thought he had died.)

2. What do you think Gandalf meant when he said, “You are not the hobbit that you 
were”? (Page 300) How had Bilbo changed?

3. How did Bilbo bring luck to the expedition? (finding the troll’s key and the ring and 
many of his choices) Much of Bilbo’s luck comes from, or is the result of, his courage 
and determination. Give some examples of this. (Bilbo’s attempt to find his way out of 
the goblin tunnels; meeting Gollum; avoiding the orc-guard; escaping from the spiders, etc.)

4. What do you think Gandalf meant when he said, “Surely you don’t disbelieve the 
prophecies, because you had a hand in bringing them about yourself? You don’t really
suppose, do you, that all your adventures and escapes were managed by mere luck, 
just for your sole benefit”?

Post-reading/Assessment Activities
Literary Analysis:

1. Story maps are chart summaries of the story. Complete the following story map. Then 
pretend that you are the teacher, and make up a test on the book. Use the chart to 
make up 10 important and interesting questions you would ask your students.

Setting Theme Plot Resolution 

Section 1—Pages Bilbo’s main goal Summary of How Bilbo accomplishes
1-27—where is events in Section 1 his goal
the setting?
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3. Why is it good that Bilbo lost his matches? (Page 69, “...Goodness knows what the 
striking of matches and the smell of tobacco would have brought on him out of dark 
holes in that horrible place.”)

4. What do you think Gollum is like? How is he like Bilbo? How is he different? Compare 
by using a Venn diagram.

Gollum
Same

Bilbo

•small, slimy creature
•two big round pale eyes
•thin face
•large feet
•long fingers

•motives for riddle game
•ability to guess riddles
•can get around

underground
•live in holes

5. Are the riddles hard? Are they good riddles? Why or why not?

6. When Gollum lost the riddle game, how did he pay his debt? (Pages 79-80, He 
planned to become invisible and then kill Bilbo.) What skills does Bilbo show in dealing 
with Gollum? Add to the Venn diagram.

Vocabulary, 

Discussion 
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Decision-making Grid
The decision-making grid below is supposed to make it easier to find the best solution to a
problem. Give examples of other questions you should ask yourself when you are trying to
“weigh” different solutions. Then fill in the grid for the following problem: My best friend has
been telling lies about me. See if classmates agree with the solution you decide is best.

Problem Criterion #1 Criterion #2 Criterion #3

State the
problem.

Will the solution
hurt someone?

Will it make me
feel better?

Solution #1

Solution #2

Solution #3

Solution #4

Vocabulary, 

Discussion 

Questions, 
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