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Skills and Strategies

Vocabulary
Word maps, using context,
definitions, syllabication,
synonyms/antonyms

Comprehension
Inferences, supporting
judgments, identifying
attributes, drawing conclusions

Writing
Report, biography, journal entry,
news article, essay, poetry,
advertisement, police statement

Listening/Speaking
Class discussion, demonstration,
oral presentation, interview,
debate, dramatization

Literary Elements
Genre, point of view, author’s
purpose, character analysis,
theme, conflict/resolution

Across the Curriculum

Critical Thinking
Research, analysis, predictions,
pros/cons

Math—graphing; Science—
landmark inventions, catapult
design, environmental concerns;
Literature—realistic fiction
novels; Art—illustrations,
collage, book cover, T-shirt
design; Geography—Grand
Canyon, Arizona; History—
notable historical figures,
nationwide fads/trends;
Health/Safety—Internet safety;
Psychology—Kiibler-Ross stages
of grief, marketing/advertising
tactics, social hierarchies,
morality issues; Music—
soundtrack




Introduction-Chapter 1

Police Chief Rebecca Fish recalls memorable crimes that happened in or near the Grand Canyon.
Sam Dawkins, Kelsey Donnelly, Judy Douglas, and Brenton Damagatchi discuss events leading up
to the present, as well as their first impressions of each other upon entering Miss Rasmussen’s
fifth-grade classroom. Some of their parents give background information about each child’s
home life. Miss Rasmussen remembers her excitement and fears about being a first-year teacher,
and Brenton confesses that he invented a homework maghin and accidentally told Sam about it.

Discussion. Ques*™ ns
Vocabulary 1. What ¢ yca+. 'bc ¢ tht story from the Introduction?
recent (Anszcers. il [ v Cuggestions: The story takes place near the
. . C anc. “an, i Arizona. Police Chief Rebecca Fish is an
situation : ; ; ,
ex, rie. d officer. Something unus»< r. - happened recently, and
rumor . . , .
10 C .dents who were involved =1l hi " to. swer to the police.)
permanent
preferably ~~"What can you tell abczt e h ¢ ra cer from his or her
occurred statement about »vat. oL a7 (Sam says he is sorry but
destine: dismisses the eve ta am. hing in the past that cannot be changed.
tun It seems i’ _ ne_onwy we its to avoid punishment. Kelsey is reluctant
1 livi aals to tali. . /¢ lusing summer vacation tizee by having to come to
acCr.cver th roly st .. She does not seem to thi K "at t'°2 students did
typical wvas 1 e Judy says she thinks wl' " < happer ng i unfair to her
assignments b ause of her academic abilities. & 2 se. 1s"...ustly worried about
estimate Jving the incident ¥ orted vn v p maaent record, which will
fatal ' affect her acader‘c fut ve." -ent ! thinks the whole incident is

blu ‘er interesting and j= 4 pu._ o] .., .. He seems mostly unaffected.)

v 3. What did/ udv.Sa: « nu Kelsey think of Brent/ .1 at first? What
does " “=s.,au ut each of them? (Tudy thavshe L 1 v 2ssed
funny but considered him good-loc w1 il ".ows that though Judy .s.ini lia .t & .1S0 judges
people by their appearance«Sar the b Srenton was “weird” a. '“di, wrei " T s shows the value
Sam places on b¢ g 0l" ud  ting in with everyone else, <ifi_« e ju. 2s owners by how much

”

they differ from e nor. K¢, thought Brenton.was a “ 2n. =" 1. za"00l but “real stupid” in ¢ " r

aspects of life. Tr.. shor  how concerned Kelsey s wi wve 'y o ! popular things, such as reality
shows, as opposed tc ciilo..s issues.)

7

‘

4. Describe Brenton’s attitude about bei===coc In\ hat way does Brenton thir <, ‘s 7" | a
purpose” (p. 11)? (Brenton tk" ks pec e arede. ed to be cool or notT ol<""2fc  coi ent just the
way he is and has no desire t¢ +, 2m. 20 ers think he is cool. Brentor  1ir. th.. everyone
were cool, they would all be th s Ther no one would be cooler .w.n a. one_!se. Brenton
believes his “purpose” is to be it non-cool person that ¢ 2ryo: 2 ¢ . es an of.)

S. What are Brenton’s mom’s thoughts about her son™ Hi 7 = s 5.0 support her opinion?
(Brenton’s mom thinks Brenton has always been very  °cia.he remembers how he never cried as
a baby, spoke very early, had no interest | tel¢ .sic or_'aying with other children, played chess
against himself, and taught himself olc_ th iar.  even writing a concerto at the age of six.)

6. How did Judy initially feel ac. :t1 € = °r members of the D Squad? What does that tell you
about Judy? (Judy did not like Sa. ' cau. of his long hair. She thought he used his attitude to
cover up his low self-esteem. Judy thc ht Kelsey did not care about anything and found it hard to
relate to her. Judy had known Brenton since first grade and had always been in awe of his natural
intelligence. Judy’s observations show that she makes quick decisions about people and values
intelligence.)
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7. What are Kelsey’s, Sam’s, and Judy’s attitudes about homework? Do these attitudes seem like
those of an average fifth-grade student? (Kelsey hates homework. She only does it because failing
in school will be worse. Sam says he is against homework because his brain needs to rest after being
in school all day. He describes homework as a punishment. Judy admits she likes homework because
it reinforces learning. She likes to make it a social event with her friends. Answers will vary.)

8. Do you think Miss Rasmussen’s “Ten Commandments ¢© Homework” are helpful? Why do
you think she gave the class this worksheet? (Answex wii varv-but most students will probably
agree that the commandments offer good advice. Mi. = .asr. en gu /e the class this assignment to
kick off the school year and prepare students fa= 2ir. ork tha year.)

9. Which of “Snikwad’s Ten Command. ~nts< i mcwork ™ might have been hurtful to Miss
Rasmussen? Why? (Commandmen. ix . vs ‘nework is proof of teacher incompetence” [p. 19].
Sam is basically sayingthat any acr. th. gives homework [like Mis=Rasmussen] is not a very
good teacher.)

10. What do “Snikw« . Ter. “or mandments of Hori wor’ t¢ yc¢ about Sam? Why did
he receive a deccpn*’y  de bn the assignment anywe 2 (0 #nis nteiligent, but he uses his
intelligend to'rebe. w2 1cry to act cool. Miss Rasy .ssen . ve o....v a good grade anyway because,
at £ wer, cas’ Sam’s assignment was creative . 'l searched.)

1. P dic. »n: How will Brenton’s he e\ _ de..ne work?

Supplementary Activities

1. Character Ar..ivsi Basin _haracter Analysic’ hart' ;i wge 3 C. this guide for
Sam, == ¥er v, aau ) enton. Continue adlinge  tI che :as you read more about
eacl. harac

2. Map S. Is/T search: Locate the real Gr.1a Cari > Eiementary School on a< ..ap. Research
the schc oo find out whether then7xa. "Cc yon School in the book »=sE " a1u.s
school. Write a one-page report’ a*"..g .y« = oOpinion, and suppc.i it/ wttk ;ous=earcl..

3. Art: Make a collase 2 ill stra w. = ,ou think is cool« Tse. .ds na_ = .e clippings,
photos, etc. Sh' e yc  fii the collage with the class.
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Post-reading Extension Activities
Writing

1. Interview three teachers about their first year of teaching. Compile the information you
receive into a one-page synopsis titled, “Lessons for a First-Year Teacher.”

2. Research the life of one of the following acknowledged g niuses: Marie Curie, Mozart, Albert
Einstein, Marilyn vos Savant, or Thomas Edison. Wi »a' hreenaragraph biography on your
subject, including information about why this p on 1. nsid red a genius.

3. Choose one character from the D S¢ ad,/ 1d et 1t cha acter’s name to write an acrostic
poem about him or her.

Speaking

4. Find three famo» . otc or about friendship, ai ! shs eti. m ith your class (e.g.,
“Friendshir.is asizgi sou. dwelling in two bodies.” ‘A: tot! ). As a class, evaluate the
quotatior and r. %< a4 list of the “Top Ten Q= siwes A wut . ..endship.”

Stf e sle =2 m debate about the prot aid cous ¢ homework.

6. Design a cover for. 7" »H_  ew k Machine that illustrates.7our :vo. e part of the book.

7. Design.ast-shii f¢. O Do Your Homework” caipmai;  Br. to. jokingly mentions. Use any
mecd Yy« ¢l oseTusplay the final produ a2y urt »s oom.

8. Preter. tha The Belch” was an actual«.cduc »ein_ marketed to kids. Usin< e

Adverti _nt graphic on page 25 of ti le, C.cate a colorful, attractive. 4+ “s¢ ent for
the product. Be sure to include t' <t ‘at des .ibes the product’s niqy -1t ures
Drama
9. In groups of fou. writ' and stage a different s .ut” i ra »osuig of Belch.
Music
10. Select ten important scenes » Tk Hor 'work Machine, and choo: ~ s¢ g ' orresponds

with each scene. Create you ow ou..awrack for the book, ana ™ iple 2 tl connection
between the songs and scent ,ou cnose.
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What Do You See Coming?

Directions: Before you begin reading, look at the following parts of the book. Based on each
part of the book listed, make a prediction. Write your predictions in the boxes provided.
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