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Novel Units® Single-Classroom User Agreement 
for Non-Reproducible Material

With the purchase of electronic materials (such as ebooks and print-on-demand
teaching activities) from a Novel Units, Inc. (Novel Units) Web site, or that of a
Novel Units authorized dealer’s Web site, the customer (the purchaser or person
for whom this product was purchased) is granted a single-classroom user license,
which entitles the customer to use these materials for a single classroom (or home)
only.

Sharing the digital files or reproduction of any part of this
publication in any way or by any means for additional classrooms
(or homes), an entire school, or a school system; by for-profit
institutions and tutoring centers; or for commercial sale is strictly
prohibited.

Reproduction of any part of this Teacher Guide is strictly prohibited.
Use of the materials for anything other than classroom instruction is a violation of
Novel Units intellectual property rights. Novel Units retains full intellectual property
rights on all proprietary products, and these rights extend to electronic editions of
print books or materials, excerpts of print books or materials, and individual
teaching activities offered for sale in digital format.

To obtain more information, or, if you would like to use Novel Units products for
additional purposes not outlined in the single-classroom license (described above),
please contact customercare@ecslearningsystems.com.

ebooks.ecslearningsystems.com
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Supplementary Activity:
Writing: If you were Thomas, write the entry for the day in your journal. If you were
Pluto, write the entry for the day in your journal.

Chapter 15—Pages 199-211; Chapter 16—Pages 212-225
Vocabulary:

heritage  204 venture  208  anguish  215  hypodermic  216
pensively  218  reprimand  218  flourish  225

Vocabulary Activity:
Make a vocabulary activity for a classmate. Use more than the vocabulary from just
these chapters. Pick five words and write synonyms. Arrange the words and synonyms
so they may be matched. Write an answer key. 

Discussion Questions and Activities:
1. Why did the second Mr. Pluto wear a costume? (Page 200, He didn’t think the

Smalls would be easy to convince especially if he had to face them in daytime.)

2. What clue gave the second Mr. Pluto away? (page 200, the new gloves he wore)

3. Why did Mayhew Skinner dress in costume? (He was afraid that since his father
was getting old and was not well he could lose his battle with the Darrow family.
He did not want them to set foot in his cave and they wouldn’t as long as he could
frighten them by being devilish.)

4. What was Mayhew Skinner’s story? (Page 203, He had grown up living in the
cave but he and his mother left when they could no longer stand the house and the
town folk who thought they were strange. Mayhew Skinner worked as an actor.)

5. Why did Mayhew Skinner unpack the furniture with the help of the Carr boys?
(Mr. Pluto had made up his mind to trust the Smalls. He wasn’t strong enough to
unload the furniture and place it in the rooms so Mayhew helped.)

6. Did Mayhew Skinner know about the cavern full of rich treasures? (Page 206,
“no, never...Not until a week ago, when my father decided he was mortal, like all of
us, and thought it was time to tell me.”)

7. How did Mayhew Skinner think his father was a slave to the treasures? 
(Pages 206-207, “It was ours to hold, to take care of just the way the old man
had...But not to plunder, no, not to touch!” “Father, do you have any idea how
close you and Drear have become?...And you, Father still save it, for, like a slave,
you are bound to it simply because a troublemaker called Dies Drear says you
are!”)

Vocabulary, 

Discussion 

Questions, 

Activitie
s, 

Worksheets



24 © Novel Units, Inc.

A
ll 

rig
ht

s 
re

se
rv

ed
•

 D
ow

nl
oa

da
bl

e 
N

ov
el

 U
ni

ts
®

Pr
od

uc
t •

 S
in

gl
e-

C
la

ss
ro

om
 U

se
r 

Li
ce

ns
e 

•

8. Who made the mess in the Smalls’ kitchen? (page 210, Wilbur, Russell and River
Ross Darrow)

9. What plan did Mayhew have for getting the Darrow boys over to the cave?
(Page 218, Sending Mr. Pluto off to the hospital so the Darrows would feel free to
search for treasure; Page 223, Mayhew and the Smalls would dress up as slave
ghosts to scare the Darrows.)

10. Clue: What did the Smalls learn about the mirror? (Page 220, The mirror hid a
false wall that lead down to a tunnel.)

Supplementary Activity:
Drama: In a monologue, there is only one speaker, who reveals his thoughts and
feelings. Pretend that you are Thomas. In a monologue, describe what has happened
to you.

Chapter 17—Pages 226-244; Chapter 18—Pages 245-262
Vocabulary:

sconces  226 shroud  226  premonition  229 distorted  231  
dank  231 steadfastness  241 phosphorous  246  subtle  246   
gossamer  247  menacingly  248  colleague  248   gawking  249   
spectacular  251   apparition  251  translucent  258    tormentors  259

Vocabulary Activity:
Write the vocabulary words for the day on large sheets of paper. Leave space for
students to:  a) illustrate the meaning next to each word; b) list a memory device to
remember the word.

Discussion Questions and Activities:
1. Why was Pluto wrong to think the treasures were his? (Page 227, “ ‘No, not

yours,’ said Mr. Small. ‘If any one of us were to tell, the foundation could come
claim it at any time. They own all this land and these caves, too. It’s not yours, it’s
no man’s.’ ”)

2. Did Pluto have any right to the land or the treasures? (Page 229, In the last will
and testament of Dies Drear he “willed this cavern and whatever was found in it to
the first son of slaves that was able to find it.”) How do you think a judge and
court of law would look at this will? (Page 240, Mr. Small did not believe a court
would uphold the will of Dies Drear.)

3. Where did the tales of treasure come from? (Page 230, The third slave who
escaped the bounty hunter and went to Canada.)
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Setting
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solution
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Using Predictions
We all make predictions as we read—little guesses about what will happen next, how
the conflict will be resolved, which details given by the author will be important to the
plot, which details will help to fill in our sense of a character. Students should be
encouraged to predict, to make sensible guesses. As students work on predictions,
these discussion questions can be used to guide them: What are some of the ways to
predict? What is the process of a sophisticated reader’s thinking and predicting? What
clues does an author give us to help us in making our predictions? Why are some
predictions more likely than others?

A predicting chart is for students to record their predictions. As each subsequent
chapter is discussed, you can review and correct previous predictions. This procedure
serves to focus on predictions and to review the stories.

Use the facts and ideas the
author gives.

Use new information that may cause
you to change your mind.

Use your own
knowledge.

Predictions:

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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Character Chart

Feeling

Frustration

Anger

Fear

Humiliation

Relief

Thomas Mr. Small Mr. Pluto
The

Darrows Mrs. Small
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