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With the purchase of electronic materials (such as ebooks and print-on-demand
teaching activities) from a Novel Units, Inc. (Novel Units) Web site, or that of a
Novel Units authorized dealer’s Web site, the customer (the purchaser or person
for whom this product was purchased) is granted a single-classroom user license,
which entitles the customer to use or duplicate these materials for a single
classroom (or home) only.

Sharing the digital files or reproduction of any part of this
publication in any way or by any means for additional classrooms
(or homes), an entire school, or a school system; by for-profit
institutions and tutoring centers; or for commercial sale is strictly
prohibited.

Reproduction of any part of the Teacher Guide is strictly prohibited. Use of the
materials for anything other than classroom instruction is a violation of Novel Units
intellectual property rights. Materials may be transmitted or projected via digital
device within a single classroom setting only; any other electronic transmission or
projection of materials is strictly prohibited. Novel Units retains full intellectual
property rights on all proprietary products, and these rights extend to electronic
editions of print books or materials, excerpts of print books or materials, and
individual teaching activities offered for sale in digital format.

To obtain more information, or, if you would like to use Novel Units products for
additional purposes not outlined in the single-classroom license (described above),
please contact customercare@ecslearningsystems.com.
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Note
The Vintage Contemporaries paperback edition of the book was used
to prepare this guide. The page references may differ in the hardcover
or other paperback editions.

Please note: Please assess the appropriateness of this book for the age
level and maturity of your students prior to reading and discussing it
with your class.
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The House on Mango Street
Name Study Guide
page 5

“Beautiful & Cruel” (pages 88-89)
1.  What does Esperanza want for herself?
2. What is she fighting?

“A Smart Cookie” (pages 90-91)
1. Why does Esperanza’s mother speak of herself as a smart cookie in the past
tense?

2.  What does Esperanza’s mother know? What do she know? Why are the two
lists different?

3.  Why does Esperanza’s mother bring up s
“What Sally Said” (pages 92-93)

1. What is the main topic of this.cha
2. What does it mean to “brea

“The Monkey Garden” (pages 9
1. How does the gard
2. How do Sallyan
3. Why has the

e monkey moves:

A

en |

“Red Clow
1. What
2. Describe

“Linoleum Roses” (pages 101-10
1. What is Sally’s fate?
2.

1. Where
2. Whydot
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The House on Mango Street
Name Activity #4: Vocabulary
Use During Reading

Vocabulary Sorting

Directions: Box vocabulary words into categories. For each box, suggest 3-5 words
from the book which would fit each category.
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Name

The House on Mango Street

Activity #5: Figurative Language

page 5

Quote

Means...

My Reaction...

“the garden began
to take over itself”

(page 95)

“I waited my whole life.”
(page 100)

“She likes looking at the walls”
(page 102)

“They smiled and waved
in their smoky way.”
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“the house | belong but do
belong to”

(page 110)
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The House on Mango Street
Name Activity #6: Mapping Emotions

Esperanza’s Emotions

Directions: As Esperanza chronicles her neighborhood and life, she experiences various
emotions. Look for examples of guilt, wonder, curiosity, and surprise.
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