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Vocabulary ¢ Discussion Questions
Writing Ideas ® Activities

Chaptiss @ -7
C AL 3u
Vocabulary
hogshead 3 DN el s victuals 4 snuff 4
trance 7 . Ad" boils 8 ta yard skiff 8
oath 9 hi_hwaymen 10 rar. o A 1) Providence 12
whale/ 3 hived 13 s10gc T genies 15
o e, 6 saltcellar 16 o 19 hair-ball 18
anr. 11> temperanca 2. -.anchion 23 navigate 23
v ined 23 welts 2 clapboards 25 nabob 27
barked 28 de” oAt me 28 palavering 30 siang 31
slough 33 v etstine ,4 carcass 34 stabboard 36

Vocai lary :ti ty

Word r.. opi jis an activity that is app  opriate 27 use with any vocabulan ...
Students  urk cooperatively to cmoiie Vi a haps like the one whose fom 0L s
shown below. For words th2® hi = i0.ciC. antonyms, studenc or¢ idsap?iieor
symbol that captures theivo. s 27ing.

synonyms_| antonyms aor
- ' 2ymb ! J
|— T RGET - . W
% WORD
definition | word used in
a sentence

)
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Discussion Questions:

1.

Who is the narrator? (14-year-old Huckleberry Finn) How did he end up staying
with the Widow Douglas? (In The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, the widow took in
Huck—whose alcoholic father neglected and abu ed him—after Huck and Tom
found a robber’s stash in a cave.) How di<\( is© = d, " .m, convince him to
come back to her after running awa>“Tc_ said . uck could join a band of
robbers if he went back to th. wid w;,

What does Huck think of ti- .w. ov “riows she is kind, but is annoyed by the
way she tries to.civilize® 'm-_dre =5 him up, won't let hi=>.smoke, tries to give
him a religious ' “or Ho'. does he feel about hei’ "ibi :tories and her
snuff? (He tb"aks' =r ¢ ituaes make no serte; sk '2s. 1 a. sut people in the
Bible whc are o 1 auon, takes snuff but crticiz = hit fo. smoking.) Why do
you ,uppo’ st has taken him in? WhaZiivoo 1y "uo with him if he were in
vol car ’
\' 10 15 Miss Watson? (the wido * el .ow is she like her sister? (tries to
.vilize Huck) How is she” liffc »>nt?.£“.1e does more nagging/ na.is less kind than
the widow.)

I 'ss’ atson

Widow. Raug s

W..y doesn’t Huck like Mi« v tsuii? - ow does she maka him<Z "2 " .Ciie oni)

How can va tell® at' ucn  Luperstitious? (p. liss el — Ang a spider is
a badsic  tyn u; 2!l < of hair keeps witches< vay Wh are two or three ¢’
the stran. st su >rstiuons he believes1?

Who is Jim: (s vatson’s slave) © ‘hat ick® s Tom play on him? (puts/ m
hat on overhead limb) What is the'. -ult: 'im awakens and thinks th= it es
rode him all over the state.)

Why does Tom Sawy . “an_ ‘or .? (to commit robbery ar. m. de., oes it
remind you of any gr. 1= = ever belonged to? What,oit o1 atl. do they
swear? (never tell grot 's secrets, kill family ¢ any ne.\0 1anns a band
member) Do you think they are a dangerous.g  “AMcU . they really hurt
anyone? Who are the “A-rabs” that the ga | “ai ouscades”? (The gang
pretends to ambush a group o' Ara' ,— tu 'y some children at a Sunday
school picnic.) Where doe e’ an_ 1et neideas for its adventures? (mainly

Tom’s readings)

lhOO.lSSD'D-alBU!S o ONpPOId Sfiun |9AON 9|quDO|UMOG .

e 9SUAD, 19
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7. What is the hair-ball oracle? (Jim tells fortunes using an ox’s hairball.) Does |im'’s
prediction for Huck come true? (He predicts trouble and joy; Huck finds
trouble—his father—waiting for him.) Does this sort of fortune-telling remind
you of anything we have today? (tea leaves, Taro cards, fortune cookies,
horoscopes)

8. How does Huck feel about seeing hi==":the again. (frigntened) Why? (His father
beats him, takes his money.) © Yyl.o= ‘he ‘ourl protect Huck? (The new
judge thinks courts should='t sc ari = fannilies.) Would they protect him better
today? How does Pap ¢ <er .th new judge? (He tells him he will give up
drinkingand re_ o0 'm I

9. Why does P=atr; ok Huck? (Pap has h2"ucin=..c =, ‘nk. Huck is the Death
Angel.) H w.. =s" uck fool him and get avy? He' akcs a hole in the wall,
sm¢ s pig bl Ud around, makes it aritar v 2 o Uoery/murder.)

10«7 2re ‘cti n: What will Huck do oni'~c - sle.id? What will he find there? How
v | hosurvive? How long will et ?

Iriting Activity
Reread the section cn.na > 327whicie Huck describes everyti 1g' » te...cs with him
when he runs awe  freon i Write about your? wn /.ca, 2 fi. m uanger. This might
be an«" = “flic f1rom shysical danger—oi p.€ ot. aal  istancing from a
psycti ogicc da ner. (Why are you fleeing?  hat' ouiu you take along with you?
Would" ‘tinc sour resources—as Huck/ as—qgi U a sense of security?)

Literary Analysis: Setting
Explain that the setting<".th ‘i =" d place of eventsiin \ «stc «. " 227 s the setting
at the outset of / s el

time_ . o~ "
ani. 180 )
SETTING

> p ce.

(Mississippi River—sma. -ov. .in wiissouri)

The Mississippi Valley in whic  Mark Twain grew up' «cit d hus imo gination and the
river itself becomes a central character in The Adve’ ‘u. = .. ‘sicnieberry Finn. Have
students consider what this story might have.bee. ike. a different setting.

Research
What is the story about Mose »n¢ i 3ulrushers” that the widow tells Huck?

[
N
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9. Why does Huck worry that he can’t afford to buy an “outfit” and go for an
adventure with Tom? (Huck is afraid his father has gotten Huck’s money and
spent it on liquor.) How does Jim let him know that his worries are unfounded?
(Jim reveals that the dead man they saw in the flc ating house was Pap.)

10. How is the ending of this story like the er= g™ ° ‘he .. 'ventures of Tom Sawyer?
(Huck is thinking about how to avoi«" " <ir. civiliz. —this time by Aunt Sally.)
Do you think Aunt Sally will a_»pt-Av»Z > W at a7 you think he has against
being “civilized”? What mizht" arl “wain be saying about boyhood freedom?

Writing Activity
a) Consider hamnHt * he changed over thesourse C. he ove and write a
diament( pc. »a Luc him.

noun that describes K« th “beginning

ac_ ctive _adjective

rticinle participle partic e
odl noun 4 _rmour . noun
participle ~odtic, o participle
Cidi v adjective

v 'n at scripes Huck at the enu ol . 2 nc |

i

*an “ing word,” s.. as.‘ lking”

b) Write a news article for Huck’s.baric awri ewspaper about how he a. e
found alive. The artic'=shou! includc ~ description of Jim sit==tio “nd hould
contain interview qu. ¢« »na_ ‘e .tness accounts.

Literary Analysis: Epic

Explain that an epic is a literary composition that cole <@ thi7 cats of a legendary or
traditional hero. Discuss why this novel has been' rerrc  to as an epic of life? Ask
students whether Huck fits their defin’ ‘'on/ ra er. In what situations did he
demonstrate courage?

N
o]
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9.

Cinquain form:
character’s name

adjective, adjective
verb-ing, verb-ing, ves-ir )
four word free st :me
noun that<'escri® <. vhe chara ceris

Write your own short stary” hot a_.iaway. Fill in the following chart as a pre-
writing activity

Who is the,suriaviay nc what is he/she | Why' he  he’ unning away? With

like? ~TIOMm.

one-sentens’ sur...ury. ve ridea:

Whe: do ' s/her travels take him/he | \ sat l1oblems does he/she a7 .CSunter?
(I U

10.

11.

Write a flashback sce .~ ar. arli  time that didn’t appeai © t .nc out
might have—such as’ s¢ 2 siiowing Jim and Huck te,cihei efc » their flight
or a dinner table scen  with Huck, the widova and"vii . so..

Write an essay on one 'of the following topics:

a) The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn has ¢ arke tone than its “prequel”—The
Adventures of Tom Sawyer...
b) Mark Twain often assui s F ck ‘nn  voice...

¢) Huck and Jim are bov. = a eastfor freedom...
d) In this novel, Mark Twai. demonstrates his ear for dialect...

w
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