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Skills and Strategies

Thinking
Identifying attributes, pros/cons,
research, evaluation, creative
thinking

Comprehension
Evaluating decisions, sequence,
analysis, cause/effect

Writing
Essay, article, letter, poetry,
description, journal entry,
summary

Listening/Speaking
Discussion, oral presentation,
interviewing

Vocabulary
Parts of speech, context clues,
definitions

Literary Elements
Conflict, tone, setting,
characterization, point of view,
theme, figurative language

Across the Curriculum
Art—collage; Health—track
and field, depression/stress-
management; Social Studies/
Culture—religion (Jehovah’s
Witnesses), racism




8. What happens when Evie encounters Toswiah in the park? Why does Toswiah smile as Evie
runs away? (Evie meets Toswiah’s sister, Sheila, who is mentally challenged. Evie is kind to her and
treats her like a normal person. Toswiah is appreciative of Evie’s treatment of her sister. Evie realizes
that everyone has their own difficulties in life, and she is beginning to realize how important it is to
live in the present. Evie is beginning to accept her new life.)

9. What happens to Evie’s father? How does the author present this information? Did you predict
this event? If so, why? (Evie’s father attempts suicide. <7 ¢ 1thorbresents the information very
abruptly, right after Evie and Anna begin feeling a sei” -~ of . ging « nd identity. This abrupt change
demonstrates how drastically different the realitie=" the Mr. The nas and his daughters are experiencing.
The suddenness of the event startles the: ade , a<.. ¢ 1. :nsii, .o the plot. Answers will vary. Some
students may be completely shocked b= th wvel v ...e others may say that Mr. Thomas’ depression
was obviously deepening and had o . ~h« reuning point.)

10. Prediction: Will Mr. . < St iy -,

Supplementa: " cti cie

1. Figrm otiv. "an aage: Continue adding te-7ot - .1 .amples: Similes—“sniffing the air
li ~av g .. 139); “Daddy...looking/ kesmma<' :11” (p. 149); Metaphors—reality of
siv. atic 1 quicksand (p. 132); Exsier: »iact (p 133); Personification—“ "1 the wind fighting
me” (p. 140); “...the wordswer. alli v ¢vcr themselves to get o1t 0 = ol 1" (p. 145).

2. Health/Sports: Research | n1at »'nc of events are in high schi. | ik« " tield programs.
Create a “GI. _sary of I'rac = . Field Events” tha lists® ac »w.  a . .ief description.

3. Heal*” = ces. »n: Cor duct research to find »:t '\ hai xso’ ces are available in your school

or cc mur. vt people with depression. @ te a. ‘nfu.native brochure that describes the
best a. ilab resources. Be sure to incl uc the' 'law.ng: a definition of dep .. .on,
sympto ot depression, and mettads. C fment.

Chapters 24-2¢

The Thomas family ¢ 2s< th the reality of Mr. Teemie s icic attempt. Evie, after a sh

break, returns to the track team, and Mrs. Tho = g »s A. a permission to attend Sim 2’ «ock
College. Evie begins to feel a sense of idep+*7a, ‘n. !  Thomas continues to he' 1o 1. ™ (0
have emerged from his depressic:

Discussion Questions

1. How does Mr. Thomas’ suicic attempt affect his fam: ? (F ie., v 4 wien rejoins track,
Mrs. Thomas cries, and Anna ccunts the days until she leav | Sim< " Rock College. Eventually,
Evie’s past falls away and she begins to live in the prec . Sh. ear..cs she is thankful for the time
she has with her father.)

2. To what does Evie compare life iri  hap °r. 2 D/ cribe her analogy. (Evie compares life to a
relay race. Life is one long race;, t v w. ¢ nts u.c che smaller increments—the moments that make
up a person’s life. As in a relay rac_w ere h split time counts, each moment in a life is important.)
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3. What does Anna mean when she tells Evie that track can free her?
Vocabulary Why does Evie disagree? How does Evie’s comment about a tree
planted in a small space relate to the conversation? (Answers will
ap ostles vary. Anna means that succeeding in track could provide Evie an escape
}ncrements from her current life, whether it is in the form of a scholarship or simply
1mp§ct a personal achievement. Evie doesn’t see track as an escape but rather
refrgm something she can call her awn_Evie is like the tree planted in a small
.forg“?g space—there seems little e #c give ‘e, but there is proof that the tree
1nhe¥1tance will survive because it urron.  2d by older, taller trees. Track can help
solarium Evie grot intol n* der, aller fr "—the person that she wants to be.)

4. How does Evie make peace wit’ he. dei ‘ty: what factors are helping Evie in this process?
(She realizes that she st ex" = n ma +©who she is. She also realiz2/ .. ¢ she can be both Evie and
Toswiah and that she ca. 'o a. th.._ she wants with her life. Fxie’s' arci “or identity is aided by the
fact that she is me .. fric. 's. ich as Mira, Toswiah, -ad t > ci. m. 2 that gives her a chocolate
kiss during cless.";oiCir frack has also greatly helped Ev. fec hal he fits in.)

5. What is < nifierric “sout the Polaroid on the | a=*'n1 = of Anna and Evie? (Answers will vary.
T Pc 0. . taken by Anna. The girls!” uces arc a b blurry because the picture was taken too
cl. 2. 1. ugh Anna thinks it is a bad § tu. .. thuaiks the picture perfectly exvoresses their identities—
they _“[them][selves, but just a I, "¢ a. rex """ p. 173]. The girls’ position’ . the pia‘ure may also be
‘ndicative of their personalit™ .. .d . 2d, “rence. Anna is looking out’ 1, wo.vure the (amera, while
Evie is looking directlv=t A\ a ai" laughing. This could demonstra.  ‘ha. ‘ni....s looking out into the
world and the | utur. wit'sa 5, gaze while Evie is< Il fa’ wy  wt. 4 a..d content where she is.)

6. Wha' v Ty mas’~ action when Anna st w1 2ty let 'r from Simon’s Rock College?
Is he. ~actic  w. tyou expected? If so, how " 1rs. . omas quietly reads the letter, agrees that

Anna ¢ g0 Simon’s Rock, hugs her, an’ cries. A. - wors will vary. Some students: wuy be surprised
at Mrs. i+ inas’ reaction since her re"’ "o 51t approve of higher educatic:nOt. . et may
not be surprised since Mrs. Thoras ., wer & .. teacher first and obv ously va: .5 br:'juturcs for
her daughters.)

7. What does Evie skl fa. °r’  .en she visits him in thed asp. \1? Vi at else do they talk
about, and wha loes | zir conversation indicate abou' the utu (Evie asks her father if he
glad to be alive. 1.~ lqve an honest corversa*on - tich. r. Thomas apologizes for ving
the family leave Denver and attempting suicic  .vie_ s r.. that she understands he did 1 12" e
thought was right from the beginning. Mr=""or. s as. s Evie that he is getting ba’ . wc s ds f.

Evie even sees his old smile retr= 2. The! converse. . indicates that Mr. T or=—.ar. _vie re on their
way to repairing their relations +, uad ¢t M Thomas finally wants to b. 1+ ne. 7, .. The future
is bright and full of hope.)

8. Prediction: What will life be <e for the Thomas fam: fr¢ annc.. o ?

Supplementary Activities

1. Figurative Language: Continue aa. g1 yc cb rt. Examples: Similes—“buildings here go
on like mountains” (p. 164); " or. i¢ ‘s ike spiingtime” (p. 176); Metaphors—people: trees
(p- 165); the Thomases’ lives:ay ~ p. . )

2. Creative Thinking/Writing: At the ¢.1d of Chapter 27, Evie describes who she is. In prose or
poetry, create a similar description of yourself.
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Character Web

Directions: Choose a character from the novel, and complete the chart below. Cite evidence
from the story as you fill in information.

His/Her
Statements
\k"
Ho Qhegokl

His/Her
Fears

His/Her

=Ty
W
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Story Map
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